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THI  BT/ASTINT  cm  IN  THE  SIXTH  CENTURY 


BATHS  AND  aqueducts 


r> 


lo  brgc  ciDcv,  Ntth>  numtaincJ  the  traditional  feature*-  that  served  **nal  life  in  the  Roman  style  tor 
Wxv.gcr  W  Vie  the  Urge  pool  was  reduced  in  size  and  replaced  by  individual  bathtubs,  ornamental  pools 
were  added.  a>  were  halls  for  social  meetings  that  replaced  the  (unction  of  the  Roman  communal  fngi- 
dajvjm.  The  baths  at  KiNm  el-Dikka  in  .Alexandria  were  a  large  complex  connected  with  the  Odeum  the¬ 
atre  When  *n  the  early  sixth  century  the  theatre  was  modified  and  the  entrance  to  the  baths  was  closed,  a 
group  ol  audit oru  were  constructed  along  the  south  and  north  portico  of  the  baths.  They  were  probably 
used  for  rcotitjon.  delivers  rf  speeches,  as  halLs  for  social  meetings  3nd  relaxation.  The  dry  rooms  ot  the 
Southwest  Bath  m  the  Athenian  agora  with  benches  placed  against  all  the  walls  were  probably  used  to 
XYocnrnodate  the  audience  for  lectures  by  teachers. ,va  Texts  in  the  sixth  century  still  associate  bathing 
w  :th  public  gatherings  and  testify  to  the  preservation  of  an  antique  lifestyle  at  the  baths  by  the  members 
of  the  upper  class.  In  Antioch,  the  daily  schedule  of  a  typical  male  member  of  the  upper  class  included 
tailing  a  bath  at  the  third  hour,  lunch  at  die  fourth  hour,  meeting  friends  after  they  had  attended  spectacles 
and  then  taking  care  of  his  own  affairs  ****  A  pagan  schoUsnkos  is  presented  in  the  Life  of  St.  Symeon 
Stytacs  m  an  ancient  vvial  environment  after  bathing,  he  sits  with  two  dlustru  in  one  of  Antioch’s  public 
places,  the  so-called  Dipboton.  by  the  W  inter  Public  Baths  ,yi6  As  was  the  case  in  the  Roman  empire, 
twhs  continued  to  be  a  place  for  lavish  display  of  wealth  and  social  status 156  Rich  Antiochean  women 
used  logo  to  the  baths  taking  with  them  silver  water  jars  and  vessels  and  were  transported  in  public  seated 
on  thrones  adorned  with  silver ,Sb*  The  moderation  in  bathing  expected  of  sixth-century  bathers  was 
rarely  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  upper  class:  Theodora  s  licentious  habit  of  spending  many  hours  at 
the  bath  was  cn Dazed  by  Procopius. 1  v*°  Others,  however,  enjoyed  bathing  in  a  different  context  In 
Antioch.  a  pious  and  wealthy  jeweller  used  to  visit  the  baths  of  the  monks  four  times  a  week,  and  his  wife 
rh<*sc  erf  the  women.  Bathing  could  be  enjoyed  at  any  tunc,  even  in  the  late  evening.151  During  the  reign 
of  Ph'xaa.  in  Constantinople,  members  of  the  upper  class  used  in  particular  to  visit  the  baths  after  com- 
inun.or  Sl  Theodore  of  Sykeon  condemned  this  practice,  w  hich,  in  his  view,  was  caused  by  wantonness 
and  which  had  no  other  end  than  bodily  enjoyment  (£>ta  m^Tjvo^  xai  oujuanxirv  ano/xivoiv).1*72 

Since  the  Church  had  accepted  baths  and  moderate  bathing  on  grounds  of  hygiene,  throughout  the 
empire  baths  were  built  near  ecclesiastical  complexes,  often  near  the  bishop's  palace.15'1  These  are 
much  smaller  than  the  earlier  Roman  public  baths  A  typical  example  is  the  small  fifth-century  bath  by 
the  Acheiropoietos  in  Tbew.ilomca  M  *  The  bathhouse  adjacent  to  the  Octagon  in  Philippi,  however. 
wa>  a  large  complex  In  Thebes  ( Nea  Anchialos)  five  baths  are  known  and  their  proximity  to  Chns- 
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uan  basilicas  sug*csu  tha,  the,  were  ecclesiastical.  two  arc  located  near  Basdxa  A.  two  near  Bawlf 
C.  and  one  outside  the  walls  about  100  m  from  the  Basilica  of  Martynos  **»  One  of  Ihe  bcat-fcaowa 
ecclesiastical  baths  is  that  of  Placcus  in  the  central  ecclesiastical  complex  at  Gerasa  I  Plans  VI,  35 1  near 


PLAN  35  The  Baths  of  Placcus  at  Gcra&a 

the  temple  of  Artemis.  An  inscription  indicates  that  bishop  Placcus  built  the  baths  in  45A?  *  Thes 
were  modest  and  made  with  ample  use  of  spolia.  Another  inscription  records  their  renovation  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  sixth  century  in  terms  that  stress  the  pride  of  a  civic  benefactor  in  a  manner  resem¬ 
bling  the  habits  of  earlier  centuries  (tptXdKxunos  ).ir»  Construction  or  renos-auon  of  bathing  establish 
ments  sponsored  bv  bishops  was  usually  part  of  their  philanthropic  program  Such  baths  served  tor 
eigne rs.  the  poor  and  sick,  and  otherwise  needy  Bishop  Theodore  renovated  baths  for  tbe  lepers  at 
Scythopolis  ir7fl  Bishops  also  appear  as  builders  of  baths  for  the  entire  urban  commurutv  Bishop  Maraan 
of  Gaza  in  his  capacity  of  a  cmc  benefactor,  opened  a  bath  in  the  cits  *»  Baths  tn  tnonasuc  ******* 
became  necessary  both  for  reasons  of  hygiene  and  relaxat.on  and  because 

jivOin)  to  the  soul.15*1  Baths  were  built  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Theodore  at  Chora,  reboot  from  the 
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BATHS  AND  AQUEDUCTS 


aik!  'tooth  sudatorium  were  covered  with  a  structure  to  conceal  the  pagan  subject*  of  the  composition.  In 
the  apse*  ol  the  central  sudatorium.  a  fresco  with  a  mvtbologicaJ  scene  was  covered  with  plaster  and  over 
it  a  C  hnsuan  inscnpti*  n  was,  pointed  in  red  of  which  only  the  word  Kupioi'  survives. 1  Bathing  ideology 
ooovotd  b\  inscriptions  was  also  Christianized.  while  retaining  several  ancient  concepts  The  name 
/A^nu  *br»  assumed  a  Christian  meaning,  when  linked  with  Christ's  miraculous  cures  I  ourth-orntury 
inscriptions  of  the  baths  at  Kounon  combine  pagan  vocabulary  and  Christian  ideas,  there  is  reference  to 
Chnat  who  protects  the  building  and  to  the  virtues  of  aidot  and  sophrusyne.  although  .1  reference  to 
Phoebus  in  one  inscription  is  striking  In  sixth -century  inscriptions,  the  ancient  concept  of  d.'ro/.av- 
vv;  m  coexisted  with  Christian  ideas 

Baths  and  bathing  were  also  the  theme  of  some  literary  compositions  in  the  sixth  century.  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  ekphrasis  of  the  painting  in  the  winter  public  baths  at  Gaza  or  Antioch  by  John 
of  Gaza  Several  epigrams  of  the  Cycle  of  Agathias  praised  baths,  their  ancient  statuary,  and  bathing. 
The  healing  power  of  wjier  is  also  mentioned  iV*  While  in  most  of  these  epigrams  the  poets  inspira¬ 
tion  derive*  from  ancient  mythology  and  ideaK  contemporary  trends  arc  also  to  be  discerned.  Leontius 
Scbolasticus  praises  the  privacy  enjoyed  in  a  small  bath  built  by  the  gate  of  the  public  bath  in  Constan¬ 
tinople  A  citizen  built  me  at  the  gate  of  the  public  bath  for  excellence,  not  for  competition  (&QrTf|£ 
rivf  //v  oi  x  *\> choc)  Let  that  serve  mans;  I  supply  water  and  scent  and  charm  to  an  intimate  few  (xcivo 
UfAoi  .ta/ovtooiv  fytu  6  6/ayou;  xr  (j  lack"  re  rvrvvtD  .x^o^oac  xai  puga  xai  gOGna;)”.  w  The  pref¬ 
erence  of  intellectual*  for  small  baths  is  also  found  ui  Latin  texts  Sidonius  Apollinaris  and  his  friends 
alter  a  meeting  at  a  private  house  chose  a  small  public  bath  that  suited  their  sense  of  personal  mod¬ 
esty  Hie  inscription  in  a  sixth-century  bath  mosaic  on  Mount  Ophel  in  Jerusalem  reveals  a  shift 
from  an  open  social  life  to  the  privacy  of  the  family:  that  fames  Eugemus.  who  restored  the  baths,  may 
bathe  in  health  and  enjoy  his  building*  with  his  family  Bathing  is  now  presented  as  a  family  matter, 
rather  than  as  a  public  activity  Such  j  shift  from  public  to  private  life  shows  the  early  Byzantine  period 
to  be  a  prelude  to  the  Middle  Ages.11*7*  In  some  texts  there  is  an  emphasis  on  baths  in  the  countryside. 
Bvzantmc  sources  praise  bath*  on  country  estates  for  the  idyllic  scenery  of  the  physical  environment. 
St  Melania  the  Younger  owned  a  bath  in  an  estate  (xrfyia)  with  sixty-two  households  (fooixia),  jnd 
described  by  her  in  these  word*.  **W e  had  an  extraordinary  piece  of  property,  and  on  it  was  a  bath  that 
surpassed  any  worldly  splendour  On  one  side  of  it  was  the  sea.  and  on  the  other,  a  forest  with  diverse 
vegetation  in  which  wild  boar,  deer,  gazellcv  and  other  animals  used  to  graze  From  the  pool,  the 
bather*  could  see  boat*  sailing  on  one  vide  and  the  animals  in  the  wood  on  the  other". ,*jm  The  ancient 
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theme  of  bodily  pleasure  arising  from  bathing  is  replaced  by  the  bather*  enjoyment  of  the  iJillic  natu¬ 
ral  environment  Bathing  ideology  and  experience  were  now  marked  by  enjoyment  in  the  privacy  of 
small  baths,  in  a  family  environment  and  in  an  idyllic  natural  setting  ‘ 44 

The  ideological  changes  brought  about  by  Christianity ,  as  well  as  new  cultural  preference*  empha¬ 
sizing  privacy  that  might  have  developed  independently  of  the  new  religion,  affected  the  archiittSure  of 
bathing  establishments  from  the  fourth  century  on  The  palaestra,  which,  together  with  the  Greek  ago¬ 
ra,  was  the  most  important  centre  of  social  life,  was  removed  The  Ingidanum.  the  larger  toutr.  and  :he 
centre  of  social  activity,  decreased  in  size,  whilst  a  new,  smaller  hall  was  used  lor  reception,  relaxation 
and  dressing.  The  large  common  ptxil  for  men  and  women  was  abandoned  and  subdivided  int<  smaller 
bathing  units.  '*''  The  reduction  in  the  size  ot  the  pool  might  have  also  been  dictated  bv  the  need  to 
conserve  water  The  large  pool  in  the  baths  of  Galcnus  in  Thessalonica.  for  example,  was  removed  and 
replaced  by  an  apsidal  fountain  and  the  apse  of  a  small  room  was  converted  into  a  pool  *  'he  trend 
being  generally  to  reduce  the  size  of  public  baths.  The  difficulties  laced  bs  communities  in  covering  the 
fuel  expenses  of  large  public  baths  might  also  have  played  a  role  in  the  reduction  in  the  size  of  the  baths 
Building  and  restoration  of  large  public  baths  had  been  a  traditional  imperial  policy  The  fynbobc 
connection  of  the  instituuon  of  bathing  with  urban  Ufc  is  made  explicit  in  the  decision  of  Constantine 
to  open  Ihe  public  baths  of  Zeuxippus  on  the  1 1th  of  Mas  330.  the  anruserary  of  the  foundation  c 
Constantinople.'''"'  In  Italy  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries,  the  restoration  of  most  of  the 
ordered  and  funded  bv  the  emperors  and  their  delegates.  There,  among  the  utility  buddings,  t  a. 
occupy  the  first  place  lltcy  account  for  39  of  utility  butldtngs.  »  opposed  to  «P 

(7  and  walls  (7.9'S>).,,<*  Malalas  praises  the  etnperot  Anastasias  lor  building  pubhc  a 
cues  of  the  emptre  among  his  other  construct, on  protects  He  speak 

baths  in  Daras,  restored  and  promoted  to  the  status  of  a  city  Daras.  a  runic  s  ■  .  ^ — 

a  military  post  and  the  ba.hs.erc  ofmoush  mean,  to  .orb  undertaken 

for  the  city  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  thes  arc  tnenuoned  fir*  ^  ,  buddme 

there,  namels  churches,  portkoes.  storehouses  and  csteras  Ja  ?  Rt«or^o«  ot 

baths  at  Antioch  but  tn  connecuon  w„b  the  Church  J  bud,  t~ 

baths  »  as  part  of  Jusuntanic  buddmg  pohey .  'I,““  ^  nrcticeof  acts  He  also  bodt  them  in  Urge 

baths  in  nes»  imperial  foundations  to  endoss them  hsciene  and  in  cues  «sth  hot  spongv  for 

cuevmnuesuubgamsonsforthessdd.ers  ^ « Greece  Inssthe, areas 

thetapcuuc  purposes  Not  one  bath.  »'»'■' [he  resto„j  of  C^ens  m  the  Chetvmese 
,o  the  north,  baths  are  mennoned  tn  fthtrttheoev>  baths  .ere  fortified  ».th  a 

and  near  Anchulus  on  the  ^  baths  menlKmed  m  the  prostnees  ot  the  East 

wall  to  protect  them  from  the  raids  of  hmU  in  «nkments  promoted  to  oiks  On 

North  .Africa  satesfed  spectftc  needs  of  the  wops  miton  senfements  Pnvopms 


„  i.n*  bath*  were  built  in  Circcsium 
the  Mesopotamian  times,  barn* 
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**  THE  BYZANTINE  CIT>  IN  THE  SIXTH  CENTURY 

usually  fo  he  ixvupicd  ^  private  structures  Twelve  biths  die  known  from  the  city  of  Corinth  and  its 
suburb*.  04  which  five  remain  unpublished  The  baths  of  Corinth  illustrate  the  trends  of  the  time  The 
CvmndMum  Bath  and  the  Baths  of  Eurykles  fell  out  of  use  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  century  The 
t»rca:  Bath  oo  the  Lechaion  road,  a  Urge  monumental  bath,  was  gradually  abandoned  in  the  early 
B\  ran tme  period  In  the  fifth  and  sixth  century  debris  accumulated  over  its  court  In  the  late  fifth  to  the 
earN  sixth  oeotury  a  lime  pit  was  dug  in  the  entrance  impeding  access  to  the  bath  from  Lcchaion  Road 
Nocrai  alterations  were  introduced  and  the  pool  in  room  1  was  closed  In  its  courtyard  a  fairly  luxurious 
dwelling  was  built  at  the  cod  of  the  fifth  or  earh  in  the  sixth  century  1  f~s 

The  small  bath  in  the  South  Stoa  of  the  forum  was  abandoned  in  the  second  halt  of  the  sLxth  cen¬ 
tury  after  the  earthquake  of  55 1  l#:*  The  preference  for  small  baths  is  manifested  here  in  a  small  rather 
luxurious  sixth-centurv  bath  built  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  city's  forum  ( Plan  37).  It  dates  probably 
to  the  second  quarter  or  to  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century  and  its  architecture  and  materials  arc  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  age  The  walls  of  the  entrance  hall  were  covered  with  coloured  marble  and  the  pave¬ 
ment  made  of  marble  slabs.  The  fngidarium  had  two  small  tubs,  of  interior  diameter  1.4  m.  with  apsi- 
dal  walls  and  verm  domes  The  walls  were  covered  with  blue  schisty  marble,  whilst  the  tcpidarium  was 
barrel- vaulted  and  the  walls  covered  with  marble  slabs.  The  caldanum  was  cruciform,  with  three  small 
o>oros  and  a  central  main  room  The  north  and  south  rooms  had  small  tubs,  decorated  with  schisty  blue 
marble  revetment  and  covered  with  barrel  vault. lfr  An  early  By7antinc  bath  in  Thcvsalonica  has  a  sim¬ 
ilar  architectural  arrangement.  It  was  built  in  the  fifth  century  and  at  the  end  of  the  early  Byzantine  pc 
nod  was  levelled  and  a  new  bath,  of  which  only  the  caldanum  survives,  was  constructed  on  the  site  This 


PLAN  37. 


Plan  of  ihc  Mth-ccntury  Panayia  bath 


Corinth  at  bypocauat  level  and  at  floor  level. 
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had  four  semicircular  apses  facing  each  other  The  two  to  ihc  east  have  tubs  covered  with  grev  mar^k 
vlaK  The  walls  of  this  phase  arc  preserved  up  to  3.80  m.1*  1  In  the  agora  ot  Athena,  veseral  smail  baths 
modest  m  design  and  material,  were  built  Vhev  were  lisaicd  on  the  southwe \tcru  xnk  id  Ux  u 
one.  the  most  luxurious,  being  located  in  the  Palate  of  the  Guuits  The  large  xt  of  all.  the  Sditlneil 
Bath,  had  riH'ms  for  lectures  (Plan  XV)  At  Philippi  the  baths  of  ihe  Octagon  t«  the  noi  h  »*t  he 
Ignatia  were  2b  30x28  30  m  large  and  included  mans  and  vmrk  His  rooms  (PMn  VS)  C  harges  oteufted 
tn  the  baths  in  the  middle  o(  the  sixth  century  Some  r\>oms  were  divided  in  two  (the  tfpkhnurn  and  the 
latrine),  and  it  was  divided  into  two  w\ngs,  one  lor  women  and  the  other  lot  men  lo  the  tirst  ha'I  id  ik 
seventh  century  the  wing  lor  women  ceased  to  function. |,v 
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PLA.S«  Bath  i/i  the  northeast suburb of Cevirea  Mantima ( Utc sucth  10 early  seventh 
oentun.  A  .VxJytenum  C.  Caldanum  P  Praefuramm  T  Tepidanum 
L.Lnctonum  F  Fngidanum. 


,  see  supra  r  m  PuTvT ,  TT  “  rfd  depiC,m«  a  Tree  of  Ue  “d  3  je»t 

that  of  Lhr  fnpdamim'  —ded^t  k  "  *  ^  **  ^  «*■»  •  large,  rou, 

ancient  taMoa.  Abo  characterise  B  the  Urge  mi  (L,  P  .  ^  Sp0ns0red  lhc  F 

»hKh  .as  cither  ornamental  or was  used  to SteL^tlT  “rtbeas‘em <** 
-ten,  edge  of  the  cotnpfe,  a,  a  15"  *“  ^  3  tar 

danum  at  the  southeast  comer »  as  a  small  n^i  k  lhc  main  halls  of  the  bath.  By 

relatively  large  for  the  penod.  »nb  some  of  thTtradn  °f f°°tba,hs  The  bath —  caret 
Membcn  of  the  upper  d*»  in  Z  ZZZZZZZZZ  ‘rc,h‘,cctijrjl  fea,ur“ of  Rom 
tradmoo  for  longer  P  capi,al  ““W  truintain  the  aneien 

One  of  the  best-preserved  baths  tn  Asia  Minor  „  ,h.  d 
SagaWn  After  suffering  damage  from  die  earthquake  rd  “**  °'  **  ^ 

on  a  smaller  scale,  until  it  finally  collapsed  in  an  .  ’  1  ***  rc4tor«<t  continuing  to 

The  baths  at  Pella  continued  to  be  used,  although  v  ^  t  °  ***  °* thc  ^venth  cei 

^  vime  of  the  rooms  *ere  converted  to  set 
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ictions  and  the  late  alterations  arc  marked  by  ihc  poor  quality  of  maicnal  and  nod. ,n  The  baths  of 
Kuci  el-Dikka  in  Alexandria  fell  out  of  use  before  ihc  Arab  invasion.1' 4 

Towards  the  end  of  the  sixth  century  and  during  the  seventh  century,  on  the  sites  of  most  of  the 
abandoned  bath'  the  earlier  large  rooms  and  peristyles  were  subdivided  to  accomm«xlate  works!*  px  or 
dwellings  of  the  poor  At  some  sites,  this  last  stage  of  the  baths  dates  to  the  penod  of  invasions  *bcn 
peasants  from  the  countryside  fleeing  the  invaders  settled  in  urban  baths  At  Justinian*  Pnma  the  bath 
outside  the  urban  fortifications  was  transformed  into  a  small  fortified  settlement  defended  bs  a  wal  l 
Other  baths  were  destroyed  by  the  invaders  The  destruction  of  the  baths  near  the  Octagon  in  Ph.lippi 
has  been  linked  with  the  invader!.  In  Argos,  a  luxunous  pnsatc  bath  was  destroyed  bs  the  Avaro- Slavs 
tn  the  5»0s  and  dwellings  were  established  on  the  site.  Numerous  kitchen  objects  lamps  and  giu*  found 

Id  ihe  excavations  reveal  the  nature  of  occupation.'1*40 

The  reasons  of  the  decline  of  the  public  baths  were  financial  and  cultural  The  diminishing  Cinan 
cial  resources  of  the  cities  made  it  increasingly  difficult  to  keep  up  with  the  cox  of  maintenance  The 
poor  maintenance  and  gradual  collapse  of  the  Roman  water  supply  system  severcb  affected  the  «>per- 
ation  of  the  baths,  as  it  reduced  the  volume  of  water  available  In  some  cases,  the  decline  in  numte 
nance  of  public  baths  is  directly  associated  with  the  abandonment  of  aqueducts  for  example  durng 
the  reign  of  Jusumao.  the  aqueduct  of  Constanunople  was  broken  and  the  authority  did  not  repair  it. 
with  the  result  that  very  little  water  reached  the  city  and  all  the  baths  were 
Usance  of  the  aqueduct  at  Corinth  brought  about  the  decline  of  the  cits  x  baths  e  uge 

.octal  environment  in  wluvh  the  bathv  no.  runci.ooed  had  ^  ^  ^  ^  |jne  - 

^ 

-rtrerr::^ 

baths  which  were  uvualls  given  or  were  .Venose,  (.si  wmm  ^  ^  ,nd  eas.  o(  the  Bsean 

illustrate  the  trend  Tbe  Urge  Roman  ba  ’  ,,  flooded  The  central  baths  in  Bcwtra 

^  which  refuse  thrown  hem  a  ne^l 

ceased  to  function  from  the  end  o 
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l*  the  e-aiN  sixth  century.  writers  continued  to  value  aqueducts  on  the  grounds  that  they  en  ured 
p>r.'*pents  (Monet  The  coostnactuo  of  an  aqueduct  in  Hcl.opol.s  by  Anastastus  «asan  honour  to  the 
cits  wrote  Procopius  of  Gaza  (r^v  rr  *okiv  $ov  6eiv  tqidoHai  ta  jrpe^ovtci).  o  provi  e 
csu*N  w*th  water  for  drinking  and  for  bathing  was  considered  by  Procopius  of  Caesarea  a  asic  service 
req^red  the  KniDJatKW  of  a  ats  loixuxnj*  av  uvtfi;;  6ixauu;  xaXocto).  Choricius  c  rates  on 
the  v ah*  of  the  water  suppfv  tor  the  cities  when  he  refers  to  the  competitive  spint  ol  the  cities  in  the 
ccewtiWiua  of  water  fountains  a  municipal  officer,  the  astynomos.  invented  ~a  playful  as  well  as 
«*«iU*eous  «ies ice  to  make  the  inhabitants compete  with  those  cities  which  base  pndc  in  waters  (Mj- 
ckiftj'z  iWv**  >cai  Tf^.Tvov  r  dT|uovpyi|iOi  xui  bedcjxc  totq  ^votxovoiv  tpi*,Eiv  xocu  ujcu. 

iu  ws  •;  :<N’.  x  isv-eic) l**  An  inscription  from  fclusa  in  the  Negev  records  the  invention  of  a  hydraulic 
mactoe  b\  the  ru*r  of  the  citv.3*'  In  the  cities  of  Palestine,  inscriptions  show  that  the  leaders  of  the 
coramuniUcs  cared  for  the  water  supply  system  until  the  end  of  the  sixth  century. 

Roman  cities  relied  on  both  aqueducts  for  their  water  supply,  and  on  water  fountains  and  cisterns 
mvJe  .  centres,  whilst  aqueducts  were  also  used  to  irrigate  gardens  and  fields  around  cities 
thr«H.gh  'irj'krr  channels  Bostra.  for  example,  had  one  central  water  fountain,  one  aqueduct,  restored 
JuNtinjAr.  and  two  Large  cisterns  (the  east  cistern  had  capacity  99.121)  m  and  its  size  was  14,160  m  , 
•J*  %  *jth  eastern  had  cap  wits  I. ISO  1.200  m'*  and  its  size  was  20.800  m:).  The  aqueduct  brought  water 
through  channel'  to  the  gardens  around  the  cicy.1^  The  aqueduct  of  Damascus  supplied  water  to  the 
ats .  to  gardens  and  to  fields  as  far  as  40  km 

1c  the  pu»t.  the  maintenance  of  w  ater  conduits  and  drams  had  been  a  munus  imposed  on  corpora¬ 
tions  or  sihcr  groups.  Difficulties  in  financing  maintenance  ol  aqueducts  and  public  drains  with 
kwpci  had  f  »rced  the  emperors  to  look  to  other  alternative  sources  of  funding.  It  was  an  old  Roman  tra- 
d  txxi  (fa;  Undowners  were  required  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  conduits  that  passed  through 
their  estates  '  A  law  of  3 borders  that  aqueducts  be  cleared  of  accumulated  rubbish  by  the  landowners 
ow  wboac  Undft  aqueducts  passed  and  who  were  therefore  to  be  exempt  from  extraordinary  burdens.  Lf 
they  ncgkxted  their  obligation,  however,  the  fisc  was  to  confiscate  their  land.1  '  1  Theodosius  II  relieved 
the  raids  of  Alexandria  and  ordered  that  400  solidi  be  paid  from  the  dinummi  tax.'9'2  According  to 
MarcefltfVJ*  Cotnev  the  emperor  Nlaraon  issued  decrees  ordering  those  who  become  consuls  to  spend 
»xk>  «  n  repairing  the  aty's  aqueduct,  rather  dun  disburse  it  to  the  people. !f73  In  the  sixth  century, 
aqueducts  were  m  untamed  on  imperial  initiative  or  through  the  governors  and  bishops'  care.  In  a  series 
of  l**s  iusfirsan  ih<wvs  great  interest  m  maintaining  public  amenities  in  the  cities,  including  aqueducts. 
h&**moac  IcgrUnoo  of  530  memmnv  among  the  civic  works  entrusted  to  bishops  and  leading  members 
if  or* on  wJ.’Tr.  rmniticv  water  co'vduits.  which  arc  referred  to  immediately  after  measures  for  the  provision 
of  f'jod  for  the  c  tics  Beshop*  and  community  leaders  arc  to  make  sure  that  the  monev  allocated  for  such 
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BATHS  AND  AQUEDUCTS  **' 

projects  is  spent  and  that  the  work  is  completed  State  officers  often  demanded  uxc*  fr  m  the  aba  tor 
various  works,  including  the  cleaning  of  the  water  conduits  or  drsuno.  The  bnh)p  and  fhe 
were  not  to  give  m  to  such  demands  In  order  to  impede  the  illegal  xaxtm  of  ita&c  afctm  the  empc*  * 
ordered  that  the  financial  officer  (/ogodietei )  responsible  for  such  cwk  works  t.tyAuc  be  oocnirac^l  ^y  ^ 
emperor  ' 4  In  the  Justiniamc  Novels,  the  main le nance  of  aqueducts  was  the  governors  res>*fc*^dry 
among  the  other  public  works,  harbours,  streets,  bridges  and  walls.  The  fuixis  required  dented  from 
taxes  imposed  on  the  population  or  from  municipal  revenues  Justimar  attempted  again  to  arpede  illegal 
faction  of  taxes  by  the  state  officers  on  the  pretext  that  they  would  be  used  for  maintenance  A  *ua cCnc* 
and  other  public  amemties  with  new  laws.1  ^  In  the  Newel  12h.l6of  545.  the  nuurteruiioe  'A  aaser  ante 
is  again  mentioned  immediately  after  the  cities’  corn  supply  The  emperor  wn  concerned  that  hn 
agents  and  wealthy  atizens  were  retaining  civic  funds  normally  allocated  for  the  corn  v«pp4y  and  aque¬ 
ducts.  The  perpetrators  were  to  pay  a  penalty  to  the  city  of  double  the  axmxint  they  hod  retained  Jurmiar 
wa.s  concerned  at  the  consequences  that  corruption  of  state  officers  and  weaJthv  members  of  urban  ccxw- 
munitics  might  have  for  the  maintenance  of  the  urban  water  network.  The  superv-ncn  <  f  the  mainimaoce 
work  by  the  bishop  and  the  urban  leaders,  the  nomination  of  the  logxheta  the  emperor  and  the 
penalties  with  which  the  perpetrators  were  threatened  were  evidently  hoped  to  bring  die  dewrec  retet 
IT iw ever,  the  laws  repeatedly  passed  on  this  isvue  show  that  the  situation  was  bey  -ndconsr.. 

Justinian  included  several  new  aqueducts  in  ha  building  program  They  were  coterucied  m  i  xuam* 
Pnma.  Trcbizond.  Daras.  Constantina.  in  Helcnopolis  in  Bithyma,  ax  P>ihia  ;o  the  same  prmrx*  where 
there  was  a  spring  with  healing  waters  and  where  he  built  a  palace  Aqueducts  ird  wr^r  gjwteto 
were  restored  in  Antioch.  Heradca.  Anastasioupola  in  Rhodope,  in  Nicaea  is  Bate*  Ptotea* 
Cvrcnaica,  and  in  Cyprus  iyr:  According  to  Malalas.  Justinian  restored  tbc  aqueduct  of  C^ofiancnop^ 
converted  the  central  hall  of  the  BasU«  of  Mot  into  a  peal  astern  and  reamred  the  aqueduct 

^T^ptions  indicate  that  private  per***  rarely  cootnbuted  to  the 
and  cisterns,  although  they  did  >n  some  cases  the 

a  certain  Sosib.os  pa>d  for  the  restoratxm  of  a  water  cnoduuor  of  a  w^l  » 
stream,  and  a  fountain  with  the  prayers  of  bishop  Theodotus  At  Bostra  the 
ovated  through  the  generosity  (for  qv-omua;)  of  Justinian,  a.  the  request .  « 

and  with  the  «re  of  a  banker  U  Gortyn  three  ^ 

Hellad.co.  are  mentioned  as  having  cooperated  imi^ato^l  over  the  ,e^  *  ,—c^ 

work  regarding  the  city's  water  supply  system.  Lnfortutute N  . 

Z  *  no.  mennoned  «  Julian  of  Ascalon  ^  that  the 
ernes  was  an  obl.gatK*,  the  owners  of  the  «W.  ptopeW  ^ 

The  coordinated  of  the  state  adtmn*tra:»,n  co-Jd  oot  b«n 
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ruf*r>i  care  because  debris  accuaiuiatcd  'Acr  the  yean, 
c  cHicrm  a  rec/Jfded  tn  mucnpuom  w  f  Vj/K*m  denial 
f/j  m  <t»rf  The  ’he  cd 
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A/c il » t/  «viV/Ni  uvt  Uw»r>  *Ai/td  reveal  fhit  ufb##)  cz/twnuiaHrs  had  difficult -ei  if' 
k  -  'p»rg  up  *v<  rru<ftvr(«»<#  aor)  rc«t/rfkf«nn  mork  of  #/^>rd*ic »  Fv  /ie nee  of  the  sufvixil  of  Hf/fflAC 

*  rjy*  it  fM/i  f^4f  M#>f4  A|# '  Mi  faff.  One  ei/eptk/fi  at  it  Afvfxh.  the  Mj^dtict  f-l  *hxh  4ppc*fi  to 

ke><  boon  fiu/Ai4JAc4  mi  lour  undine*  !W1  Wc  can  tee  the  decline  </f  the  mater  wppty  system  in 
f rtnyn  The  P'/fr^m  nc+m*/fk  f/f  vaki  pipei  vtudi  pr'Mded  sit  the  datncU  of  (he  city  with  utter.  *ti 
me'ftt  by  The  meter  *m  then  brougb*  into  the  city  from  cuter  ns  built  near  the 

t  ds  t  *  fat  nr/ftt  n  '  'A.fig  meter  pfp*t,  mtudi  ff'/oi  the  fifth  century  gradually  diminished  in  number 
as  m*i  m  mi  the  (jmd*y  'A  mMetiak  me*  The  firm  p spes  mere  made  f/'rfn  small  amphorae  mts/se  Inrner 
pmr* i  «cm  br  •  m*o  rdf  ami  then  inserted  Mo  each  '/he?  f  r<N0  the  fifth  to  fa  sevcrKh  centuries,  the  earlier 

•  *rt  tup;  My  system  **s  f/4»K*i?y  replaced  hy  pt.of*  aat^r  f'suftUir*  During  the  reign  of  Justinian. 
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U*  t >'*«  *f  Aa4  *i  ms-  M  'V-  '  >  #/»h  aaM  m  *-.p4e«*j  m  ViM >i/y4  %  (19*2),  117  CM  The  (hre« 
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_  iv2  «e  the  early  teacth  ce 

piy  t  lun  itrirdh  and  k«;  Mery  Later  voaso  at*j  tvct«^ 
g^pMct  m*  The  mater  supply  vyuem  <4  Stobi  maa  dear  joyed  da 
ecnv^iiiti  ■  the  sech  ccctan  The  baths  ci/oscqueath  ce 
tmyrfptfty  of  'he  T  pmc/^p  4.  Basilica 
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P  eiahMy  iher  541 7*  a  rxm  cyatem  of  arches  ia  coamtracsad  la  carry  »etcr  alo  the  ary  TMs  mas  a 

omc  Mae  that  mas  *fl  OMMaaaed  wpphed  maser  10  the 
aroord  ATT/  :hcte  mere  about  lorry  lour'-iioi  and  rmo  r:45 

the  v»kM  ‘if  (he  Cjceha  by 
lo  t^tacU'iCL  web  The  eacepe*  «  of  me 
act,  t^cUAed  wut  lead  p*pci  mc8  c cAo  the  mx^i 
e  mtuch  the  ary  mas  reeomacd  »  c».  mfc^h 

lor  fa  function  ^4  wtaefe  Urge  aaaousa  of  maser  mere  earned 
MU)  fa  ay  by  means  of  the  aty^s  Hadnamc  aqueducL  The  poor  quaky  of  the  vxmti  '«•  of  (he 
auue  -  x(  the  deciiiung  interest  and  financial  means  of  the  commmuty  canned  it  to  tali  as  ’A  aae 
^jeadN  m  the  fifth  century  w*  The  fcomaa  city  of  SagaUjscm  m  Pm*d-*  i’  -:*i  *pnnp  ®  he  at* 
fuc'J  and  sex  aqueducis  that  brought  mater  into  the  ary  from  (haunt  springs  During  the  fourth  and  fa 
bfth  ceaton  the  vttcr  wfVtm  bcfun  to  decline  V.  uri  rCTer>om  »crc  n^*c^crt,K  **i'  a  1 " 

u.;  m  it  the  aiy  One.  fx*>**y  UA  by  inched  mam.  w»  loaled  by  (be  V/rtir»eM  Het<«».  -beixe 
„tc,  «M  broufbt  lo  (be  cm  cemre  The  «lcr  o<  the  Auowne  Nymptueuo.  » ihe  l.  pper  A*pn  *« 
coUccied  and  brought  to  other  kneatiom  It »  po^ble  lh»(  eanhquikea-  m  pwrUcuUi  ihe  tirth^ic  ^ 
<ig  tud  *e*kcned  S.«da«o.  *Wcr  oet*<<k  U  the  «*th  century  (here  «M  «  cOon  -»tcr 

•here  ri  «uU  (V^ed  for  eumpk.  in  (he  ubundooed  boukuuoon  rurmuter  •»  collected  ««b  terr» 
«e«  into  .  ttructure  on  the  *ccum  ^o-  The  *»ter  o(  the  Hellene*  Dor^^«nurc  d»- 
t^NMed  uj  (he  city  bv  mean  dt  three  pipeline*  *n  indnauon  ttui  the  •  er 

^  eartNuuhe  .n  the  muMIc  .4  die  ^enth  century  de-ro^d  the .«r 

,n  the  third  century  Both  tunnek  run  j»r»Uel  d^wia*  me  com  «■ 

A.  occurred  *  many  .Abo  utev  tunnel  A *»  ulkd ut ,m* t -rti ^  ^  ^a*.  *«uch 

With  the  decline  at  arjueducU,  the  communities  Din  o(  the  «*tcr  uipply  ewem  o<  mum 

«“*  -  -  r“  “  ^^.nc^ulemcnt,  pro^e  buadmp  mended 

Ronun  aue*  m  prmtnce*  *herc  the  **  c  In  mo»t  ciuec.  *dueducu »ere  u^d  to 

.  cutern.  uh.bt  pemryte  courtyard,  had  ^  ^duc  ~P 

brm*  water  mainly  to  {**'*  m0nU”"^J  ^hKt, *,ih  pubU  and  pnvate  enterm  "  JuAmuir 
pl^d  bo**  directly  Some  ooc.  combu-d^bt  lht  wllcr  comm*  W  the  city  m  the 

bu4t  a  large  undetpiAind  entern  in  ,  ProcopiU4.  Iht  emperor  cowuucted  cwtenM 

imudiuent  Adding  to  -he  ^  Dim.  Hemermm  near  the 

.t  Dara*.  Scuunmon.  a  fortified  town  </»  a  Rhepum  Me  abo  dug  a  fountain  m  the  l  •act 

rsRSi — . — -  *— ,w  ,n  - 


IS) 


-  an  JlUV*Ss.AS>fw62  0VM).lV«  221 T40 

•  a  4.  V**.Oonmx  Am  <klU 

’**1  Hmtur+c y  A«utk.  il.J.  lurrM  fenpr. 

-  w*»  W-1M  .  v-h«.  Ut-  *-  - 

_ 

r.p™  /"**  tm  >"**’  '  W,UI  supph  »  >«*  AWc  «imui 

ruurm  of  huttK  p'  ...  if.  i  -  VA-doM.-tria.-p.rw'P* 

i»"  rr.KOf*—  /k “*  ,u  910  111  I*  IVi*.V  VI«-n.H‘B- 
tmnmapHL.O'"***"1111-  * 


m >  m 


k  w 


i in  §\ t  vs i im  i  in  in  i mi  %i  \ nit  i  n n  in 

4  v. .  y*  v  Ku*  tf  o  4  i  ««»*  % uturn  4|'|h  .n»  »l  iii  Ihr  mulilli  of  lb*  m\iI»  ct mucy  urul  tnullcr 
.  vNkik.v  k*  IN  ,  *.t\  >  %t  iih  t  k  kiuu>  "  In  IVIU  uuKc  Uic  %urth  or  eaily  in  Ih#  atvcnth  century,  a 
^mi««  i\%m  i  m  Kuii  vMth  i « i(4t in  of  nmth  nf  thi  \Ni>ic  hufi h  Olhcr,  niwllcf  ui 

r.  •»**!*  *4*44  ».  >t  a*  ttuit;  4|>u(«lit  ii.^ittiiui  ***  dc*  lining  In  l*#U4  the  earthquake  of  ir>  Glam 
AgmJ  \  ik  ^yuv  .h  i'v  iu«.  iv^icm  aihI  tlk  iff4ii>  uutlf  "*•*  t*f  poor  c|ii*il  ii  v  I  hi  tlicnriorc, 

*u  »  itw  umu  n  vq  %uiu  .vti  kUnuiM  am)  .i  u  «ult  the  civu  centic  m  u  no  longer  protected 
#t,4 . «umi  w  uwiu  i  tit  vH  |\vai#J  ih»  rr  li>  iIk  wuta  \s  aom'iPqueiKc  of  the  line  notation 
.4  in  •*  % »  t»%  t  i\.  in  tV«.*4to «.v*t*4 rutted  nunc  cuteoi*  in  then  hiHiv'  to  collect  rjinndtcr  *  At 
V->  .  i  itw  w  |'i.«N»W\  » ft'ktrovcd  in  iho  t  uthquakc  ot  vsn  *»nil  wai  left  unrep. mej 

TW  tin  »  n^jNuim  trw«v4ftvr  Jug  w, U>  fw  then  water  vuppH  "  In  general  the  impression  given 
''  i't  *  \  iv  (Nit  toward*  the  cn%t  of  the  cait\  lt\/.intinc  jviuul  iiijiiuluch  were 

\  >  ,\l\  *.k  k4u>  i  Kic  it  re l*e\| ivfi iifttcnu  atkJ mellv  (or  then  water  supply. 

t  tt  ,vki  <  l  »»w  «v«ku  t\>n  it  r vi tilling  male!  ik  hvctcdhv  mueikicUOil  the  decline  ot  the  urban  pop- 
Ul 4tk  \  41 1'  v*  iiXMvt  C  ft  ( ..ah  ^  \V  lut-rVil^ft  pointed  out.  Urge  ones  existed  Ik  fore  the  introduction  of 
R.«ta*  Ay  v.\  %t\  *  *H\  tN  ftHhei  Hand  AreN*v  t4v*gK.il  evidence  and  litcrarv  sources  indicate  that  the 
*****  t  t'T  iy>t  klinlv  VlV Allfilfvl  VNi  lil  urban  trniffv  uncc  some  Roman  cities  developed  in  sites 
ttW  tV  ,\  <\V\1  %'ftf'  «ft  fttk  (  AjUfx  Hit  tN  from  a  diftt  nice  rhe  deterioration  of  the  aqueduct 

tN  ^  aU*  a  ki  jf>i  i „*pi  KvnK  k  bs  vi/u'  run  hiNC  been  the  It'i  the  dhAfldoumcnt  of  the  houses  on 

N*  Av  a\x  ,  *  '  fb  contra*  the  aqueduct  built  b\  Justinian  beside  the  Church  of  St.  John  in 

t  ( dk  t’vaicvi  iN  xvntKv  Ke  iN-  Oevek^rocnt  ot .» lettlement  on  the  vile  that  later  became  the  centre 
tfx .  .  o  c  Kr  n-  viv  %  observed  that  urban  communities,  such  as  Hcraclca  and  Ptolemais, 

*  '  *  *  wot  N mib  ft*  K'lrvii  'V.am  iheit  mater  'uppN  network  suffered  depopulation.  He  elaborates  on 

%  Mhct  . 'i  the  iftinsti-Mi  of  Herat. lea  *  aqix- duct  time,  Mlowtng  its  custom,  had  destroyed  the 

c*v  '  >  »t\-  vf  e.  N  r  f  *  a\'  to  ikhwc  that  t:>  rummitv  had  become  cntceblcd  b\  age.  or  else  was 

Nr  i.n^g  tSe  ,sev  >pie  «U  Her  a  <a  n>  their  defttmctx'n  (I.ti  r^v  qfH\xiv  i  through  their  neglect  of  it  (iqi 
.  V.'  a  rc^un  Nnaira  became  alnx^t  dcjx'pulated  (dhyov  u*  dooopos  bid  xoPro 

^\*.v  4N\  *j  •-  cert*  eiv-.u*  rttsiepuuN  mas  also  depopulated  bev'ause  its  inhabitants,  suffering  from 
"a.  ti  \  IV  kK>  jjo  ( *  >  v  Ou^tc^a'N  d  t^vais;  \u/iS  Nyti  f](bgivo(  noXXqi  f|Ui^ooOrv 
r>Ni  4 bnwmnfti>  c. v^xtv  t  «a^n  ?  >\  voia  ytywr* )  Justinian  brought  back  prosperity  to 
tV  c ffv  -x  tAn.^  *ft  ^ la  l be  Seine  hk<*  w .  PnxxNpius  points  to  the  emperor  as  responsible 

*  x  x  ccNnt  V  s  aqueduct  W  hen  the  capxtaf  >  aqueduct  m as  damaged,  it  m as  not  repaired 

«»n  vtr  ar>  mifte^pevt  \v  vpxrtxJ  mooes  on  its  repair  (v.*u^nu^u%  te  xai  ov6‘  AnoOv  avtq)  n^oc- 
^‘oi  i  m  cH  Ituf  v<n  )  :v.<  miter  reached  the  dfy  The  inhabitants  suffered  the  mcon- 

*exuewce  x  rrompuHm;  m^ter  founums  and  mere  deprived  o(  pnibbe  bnlhs.  all  of  which  were 

d  'od  lv  \\p«ft  crvocucft  '  .V  eir.penx  fx  spefsimg  mooes  oo  buddings  overseas  and  new  palaces  in  the 
«e  C  itttipf.  '•Vac  as  the  same  tune  neglecting  its  aqueducts.  ^ 
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BATHS  AND  AOUEDt  CVS 

fiunnx  enemy  imaMinv  .nd  uegev.  aquediicts  wc  cut  off  by  e*  mir  m  order  «o 
«m>  ihe  url>in  pK/pHila!K*n  Urban  inhabitant*  consequently  turned  to  cvctems  *y^i  aeih  for  ihetr 
mpph  Thrn  when  Beliwnuv  cut  off  ihc  aqueduct  of  Naplo  during  the  uege  o4535  Um  had  no 
quermet  lor  the  hcviegcd.  because  they  had  sufficient  supply  of  water  from  the  *elk  In  Rome,  the  Gotha 
destroyed  ih^  fourteen  aqueducts  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  dnnkjnt  mater  Nit  they  loo  rehed  <* 
rnclb  The  ball*,  bf*wevcr,  mere  totally  dosed,  m  hilst  Be  lssanus  constructed  a  huge  astern  at  ha  residence 
According  to  the  hrupnutu:  Sanctum  25,  the  Bv7.ant.nes  took  care  to  repvxir  the  aqueducts  m 
Rome,  but  springs,  cisterns  and  mclis  dug  to  get  water  from  Roman  drains  were  more  reliable  source i  ot 
water  In  Thevsaloruca,  the  cryptopwrijais  connecting  the  upper  with  the  lower  puns  of  the  agon  was 
transformed  into  a  cistern  in  the  first  half  of  the  sixth  century .  as  well  as  the  south  portico  of  the  fc**er  part 
of  the  agora.  These  changes  were  probably  introduced  as  a  response  to  the  invasions 

The  diminishing  resources  of  the  cities,  the  neglect  of  the  authorities  and  enetm  invasions  caused 
the  decline  of  the  cities'  water  supply  system  During  Procopius'  tune,  ancient  Roman  aqueducts  attraded 
visitors  admiration  (6/rt6v  d&ofHatov  ovxa),  a  statement  that  indicates  how  long  ago  ^uch  buddings 
had  been  erected.  Procopius  did  not  conceal  his  admiration  for  Rome's  fourteen  aqueducts  inside 
which  a  horseman  could  nde,  while  one  of  Behsanus’  soldiers  was  curious  to  observe  how  Naples  aqueduct 
was  constructed  and  how  it  brought  water  into  the  city  2011 


Concluding  thoughts: 
cultural  changes  in  their  historical  context 

The  mage  of  Ihe  mth-cenwjy  Byzantine  city  is  that  of  a  public  space  shanking  before  «hep»««<« 
of  private  .merests  Urban  public  space  that  in  the  past  gave  expression 
Hellenistic  and  Roman  periods  was  drived  and  given  to  private  owners  Wealthy  I*™1 

,  1  Initially  ihi,  ™  d»n.  and.,  ft.  »'  «*  ^ ^ X. 

™  ,!»,  ,»~M  mdndd-  ^  r^i.  k— 

t ration  to  acquire  public  property  cheap  . .  a  oug  countrv>idc  into  the  ones  tedenu- 

Gem  ral  population  increase,  movement  of  rLpenb  of  the  artisan  cU»  all 

nzation  of  nomads  in  new  urban  in  some^p ,  ^  MmauM^ chinges  and  the  demoe  n( 

aeated  demand  for  more  commerct  opportunities  for  their  appropriate  C  ulfural 

paganism  aeated  available  lots  and  building*  ^  ^lc 

shifts  shaped  attitudes  in  which  the  disso  ution  o  rcMSted  anv  attempt  to  Chmtianizr  civic 

uutitutions:  its  aim  was  to  replace  t  church  aeated  new  centres  in  ones  »nd  new 

“« ■««»»»»*"•  h;“S,^ ‘Si 

districts  around  parochial  thu 
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s:  rHEBYZAVTlNE  CITY  tN  THE  SIXTH  CENTURY 

*rt%  Bwantinec  preferred  natural  arrangement.-  to  the  amfk-^jotmmen^ 

e-vx  »■  The  decline  of  erne-  financial  recurve-,  of  compc.it, ve  pn«»  ^jThutches.  vchete  the 
tate  were  o.  courxc  major  factor-  TV  exception  to  t  o  £  Cultura! 

rvxirvex  of  urban  commumue.c  *ere  directed  coUectnely  uk  a  <■  P  civilization  of 

r  art-format  ion  and  the  cn»  in  the  uppet  c.a»  -cere  the  other «u~ '?££££  «  matena.  cu.ture 
h*  puhs.  JLS  »e  IjKAfc  it  from  the  Roman  period.  The  obvious  u&ns 


»  s  A  kMfUo  la  Ihe  n<  P«lr*iior  »n  Uf«  antrum  in  l  a  van.  ft*  **1/  few*  A,  6*17.  J  Y  I  mprrtur 

***  ^  Oh  p»>n  ul  Afoamboui  in  <>pn»  %aa  raduoad  On  tb<  t*hnok>fy  im«j  ««  R  L  MohlfcUWr.  Buildiaf 

Hi^  ®» »h»  &***  iHxamna  lia  Tb<  Pcnweoi«  ol  Roman  Techn.4ofy,  ftyc/  24  (W?),  i67.J7*  In  (ooMantlOOpU  in 
***•  Mfboy#  *4  rb«tak«m*  *«  thaivl.  iw<J  and  ullad  and  the  overall  capacm  of  (he  port*  ol  the  capital  foi 
o-«MMr\iai  MirvitM  «*a  reduced  to  about  »o*  fourth  Mljft.  U  4*>w(o"mmmL  55  56 


PART  V 

BETWEEN  THE  CITY  OF  THE  PAST 
AND  THE  CITY  OF  THE  FUTURE 
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the  bi  zamine  cm  IN  the  slxth  cevtvry 

_  *.*  v  i-  .  .;n  fi,.4  the  rujin  orator  try  to  sa\c  them  from 

tdhrx  V  ooo  (h  tv  *  omoti  niv  *u.vxarv  )  In  vain  uw  «  >  - 

^  oJL  t, «««-.  *«  **  *  -o  ■«* -  bujhdmgsr^  iz^z 

^ .  e>«  wh«  Acs  .««  0O«  ^  -  K«pte  "*  temp*  u, 

J2t*M  Ac  -«.  c<  Ac  cx^mrfc-.  *oc  to  marked  .he  beginning  of jcdemenu  There ^ 

wtaMtuI  estdctxr  Aar  m  many  cues  temples  were  Deflected  from  the  Ami  and  '**£*“"£  °£ 

oat  became  of  dceljurvz  fundi.*0*  From  the  fourth  century,  temple  Pn^rt^  ***  p.  .  h«vlf 

*jc  The  ropers  occatecaiJN  pr  pin  of  the  confiscated  prope  ,  .  .  . 

f  l._  r+irmne  to  the  closing  of  lemplev  d\  tne 

dacctH  araropruted  temple  property  Sozomenu,  'hen  relemne  ™  •»  t' 

‘  .  .  to  churches  that  needed  either  the  sites 

Oiratan  emncrorv  uates  that  pAean  tcmple>  ^ere  L  i/i- .erreu 

.  .  .  vtr*  .  •  .  i  .w*  -frK  Rmndne  period.  temples,  u  they  hail  not 

<v  me  matm'iH  of  the  temples "  -L-oul  the  end  ot  the  earrv  o» 

bees  transferred  to  private  inAv iduab  or  to  the  Church.  »*re  regarded  as  **-*t<-  pr°***pf’  “rins  I..' 
^ofFteo.  Pope  BomAcr  IV  asked  Ae  emperor  for  Ae  property  ode  to  Ae  Pantheon  of  Rome  *» 
The  acu-pagan  measure*  of  Theodosius  were  deosrse  in  suppressing  paganism  The  temples  were 
-acred  t  doKiod  pagan  cults  forbtdden.  whilst  bishops  and  monks  often  attacked  and  destroyed 
sexnp4es.  In  the  fifth  century,  sources  recognize  that  esen  the  gods  to  *hich  temples  «ere  dedicated  had 
toiu  heca  fcrgDOen"  In  the  sources  of  the  sixth-century,  temples  are  mentioned  as  having  been 
M^atd  or  destroyed  long  ago  *  Socrus  emphatically  states  that  by  then  the  pagan  oracular  centres, 
sod:  *  those  at  Do <tooe.  Delphi  Olympia.  Nctuea.  Epidaunis.  Isthmus.  Daphne  and  Heliopolis  ( Baalbek), 
•ere  uie*t  aod  closed.  Temples  had  been  destroyed  to  their  foundations  and  then  idols  overturned. - 
Bv  the  tune  of  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  Sophromus.  the  site  of  the  temple  of  Senouth  in  Menouthis 
js  £gypt  Lad  been  cowed  b*  sand  from  the  sea,  the  cult  having  long  ago  been  completely  forgotten, 
•5a J&t  the  procstehi  and  numerous  halhtng  installations  flanking  the  street  leadmg  to  the  famous  temple 
M  Coupics  been  cnorefv  destroyed.®*^  The  sites  of  ancient  temples,  if  they  had  not  been  sanctified 
'-y  the  erecuoo  >A  churches,  were  places  to  be  avoided.  In  other  cases,  they  were  regarded  a*  unclean 
and  so  could  be  assigned  sordid  new  functions.  For  example,  on  the  outskirts  of  Alexandria  criminals 
•ere  executed  by  the  demolished  temple  of  Crooos.3033  After  the  destruction  of  the  Serapeum.  the 
Tycbeacet  the  nmt  prominent  temple  in  Alexandria’ s  agora,  dedicated  to  the  Tyche  of  the  city,  was 
zzatoiGcaed  mk>  a  w  ine  shop  x  4 

Although  mi  the  loth  century,  the  pagan  temples  were  deserted  and  stripped  of  cult  statues  and 
•heT  r/eamrev  the  memory  of  the  days  when  they  still  functioned  and  symbolized  ancient  culture  is 
preserved  m  the  literary  »orts  of  the  penod  Such  references,  however,  arc  no  longer  marked  by  fear 


*r  ■  - - Or  XXX42.  V  mi.  1 10  10.  n  13-15* 

73  See  1<  eaa(4f  OeiaOi  W/HS  — .  Cannh,  314-1  Tbt  icapto  wrre  eiready  aegfectedm  the  third  and  fourth cenmnev 
•Wea  Acy  were  4mu0e4  *»t  nrtkqui*  At  Ac  tmi  of  the  Uxuzh  ccstuty  cad  m  the  fJth  mott  of  (hem  were  rued  to  the 
CT  mad  by  QnC  Ai  ed  Aee  Ante  were  wmA  m  ocher  cormnrgjtim 

**'  Vmnwm  Hi.  Dll'J  V*o*»c  he  we?  wwifl  b  Mha  mu  U ,v^  nQoatwZjtv*.  ws  **■ 

Ul;  v-  oewwev l %Osamr»  *  fpnoKfaar««;  II  5  4  Niflr* he  oi (*rv  ol he  bwmj%w>, ol 

4e  eel  %j»w»rrvv>  u  »A 

*•  />  /jhrr f'MttV'di  L  Dubcmt  1  ^Pen»  1^5).  117 
1  e  tf'pe  «MV) 

rv  P-irrr+x*  vi  «e*5p*ee  we  lrv»l  tlreedy  a  (he  f^jnh  ceoiuiy.  m  Inr  eumplc.  John  Cbrysoetom.  PCJ  50. 

$44  liw  t  if  1  tTi  At  w-plee  <4  Rreac  were  untied  wtth  <oo<  — d  c rjbwebe  end  the  penpk  pwed  the  ruined  templee  (o 
«W  the  turn**  a*  A>  »ec On  the  pr  i— »  rhmfwrritg^a  in  the  e*^  B^rjotiae  penod  «e<  Trombley.  HHirmi  fUlufum. 
m  Wwne  Vi  PO>5flV^0.  343  3M  Mtm  V  44.  4*  //^  27, /y)  34.4  (1974).  565 
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PAGAN  MONUMENTS  IN  THI  CHRISTIAN  CTTY 


the  patricians  in  despair  brought  oul  the  Sibylline  oracles  However,  they  failed  to  interpret  them 
correctly  because,  as  Procopius  explains,  the  orades,  since  they  were  not  recorded  in  order,  were  to  be 
understood  only  alter  the  events  had  occurred  ^  Paganism  belonged  to  ihc  past 

The  suLb  century  marks  the  end  o(  pagan  antiquity  The  Iasi  remnants  of  paganism  were  eradicat¬ 
ed  by  Justinianic  measures  Justinian  began  the  persecutions  of  the  pagans  immediaieb  upon  his  ascent 
to  the  throne,  in  5289  and  they  were  repeated  tn  545/6  and  in  562.  Jn  large  aues.  the  remaining  pagans 
were  members  of  the  upper  class.  They  held  high  offices  in  the  state  administration  and  Justinianic 
measures  were  directed  at  them  Procopius  considered  that  the  religious  persecutions  of  the  anstocrats 
and  the  confiscations  of  their  properties  satisfied  the  emperor's  greed.®*  Justinian,  engaged  in  a  struggle 
with  the  established  aristocracy r03'  was  willing  to  lift  his  measures  against  ihem.  if  they  adopted 
Orthodoxy.203*  The  closing  of  the  Academy  at  Athens  by  Justinian  was  a  Anal  blow  to  the  intellectual 
pow  er  of  paganism,  while  at  other  sites  temples  were  dismantled  and  conversion  achieved  by  force  x 
Twee*  of  paganism  are  mentioned  in  the  countryside  of  Asia  Minor.  John  of  Ephesus  was  sent  or.  *  rr 
sicnarv  expedition  to  Ae  provinces  of  Cana.  Phrvpa  and  Lydia  to  convert  the  remainm#  pagans  in  the 
countryside.  He  destroyed  temples  and  erected  mnety-mne  new  churches  and  twehe  monaster**- 
Pagans  were  also  converted  in  Penlapolts  in  North  Afnca  dunng  the  rule  of  Jusnman.  and  their  presets 
is  attested  in  Palestine  Tire  temple  of  Pan  in  Ban, as  (Caesarea  Philipp.)  in  Israel  was  probably  destroyed 
«  Ae  late  sixth  or  early  seventh  Centura  and  pieces  of  cult  statue,  suruer.es  and 
and  gathered  in  a  room  near  Ae  temple.**'  In  Egypr.  the  Blemyes  *cre  suli  pagans 
on  the  orders  of  Ae  emperor,  dismantled  Aetr  temple,  placed  the  pnests  in  confinement  and  transported 
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7ASTIST  cm  IN  THE  SIXTH  CENTURY 


commons  vull  etistcd  near  La U  Mmotil bv  Aleundnj  until  the  wnc  *nJ  on  the  p,.. 

“  UK  vtth  ceownr.  .here  were  some  P^kels  of  paganism  ly;sCcnin  the  conte*  of 

nrttco  of  the  empire  whde  in  the  large  cine*  the  cases  *ere  »’  oeneeuung  pagans.  also 

imperial  antagonism  agauvs,  the  aristocracy  Justmun.  h^ever.  P  mtolerant  ami 

(vncvuteJ  heretics  and  homosexuals  Ho  rule  became  ^  d  ,  ,injl  ,0  U*  ancient 

.vpeexsne  Ho  pobey  bad  a  long-lasting  effect  on  urban  culture,  for  «  jmJ  te  valuev  Thus 

tJcntify  of  the  upper  das*,  which  foi  centime*  had  been  based  on  classic  . 

the  Cfcnttun  liter Jlure  ol  the  time  is  tnumphaiistic  in  Itt  celebration  ot  the  victory  o  *. 

Hotmfv  of  J~  *  of  Sen*h  f  M  *e  f«f  of*,  Idols  celebrates  the  defeat  of  paganism,  the  destruction  of 

the  pagan  *tatuo  and  the  establishment  of  the  cult  of  saints  and  churches  i  n  their  Mies  A  sun  p 

informs  the  homilies  of  Leontius  and  the  hymns  of  Romanus  Nlelodus. 

Construction  of  churches  on  the  sites  of  pagan  temples  is  attested  in  literary  sources  as  ear  y  as  e 
fourth  century  In  Jerusalem,  Constantine  built  the  church  of  the  Huh  Sepulchre  on  the  site  »  a  temp  e 
of  Aphrodite  **  After  the  measures  of  Theodosius  against  paganLsm.  bishops  in  the  hast  set  about 
demolishing  pagan  temples  and  constructing  Christian  churches  on  their  sites.  A  famous  examp  c  is 
that  of  the  Marne wn  in  Ga/a  Here  the  temple.  whose  destruction  bs  Porphyiy  is  desent  cd  in  his 
was  demolished  and  on  it*  site  a  church  w  as  built  by  the  empress  Eudocu.  The  violent  destruction  of 
the  temple  and  the  construction  o(  a  church  on  its  site  arc  presented  as  a  triumph  of  the  Church  and  an 
c sample  of  pressure  on  the  pagans  to  convert  to  Christianity  2or  Theological  interpretations  of  the 
transformation  of  temples  into  churches  were  abo  proposed.  It  was  a  nccevvirs  step  to  punf)  the  temples 
ThcvxJorci  of  Cyrus  explains  that  the  materials  of  the  pagan  temples  were  sanctified  by  the  erection  of 
martyrs’  churches.  He  admits,  however,  that  Chnsuans  hesitated  to  dedicate  to  Christ  stones  that  had 
belonged  to  the  p<agan  gods  In  Greece,  bishop  lovianos  recorded  in  an  inscription  on  the  lintel  of 
the  door  of  the  basilica  of  Palaiopolis  in  Corfu  the  destruction  of  a  pagan  temple  and  the  construction  of  a 
basihea  on  the  Mtc  The  mosaics  of  the  basilica  are  dated  to  the  fifth  or  probably  the  sixth  century .  In  the 

reign  of  Justinian,  probably  m  53S.  the  Hadriancion  of  Caesarea  Manlima  was  transformed  into  a 
church  and  the  event  commemorated  in  an  inscription  in  the  church  3050  In  Gera sa.  an  inscription  from 
the  Church  of  Si  Theodore,  dated  to  the  fifth-sixth  century  and  placed  on  the  lintel  of  the  central  west 
door  ot  the  atrium,  commemorates  the  erection  of  the  church  on  the  site  of  a  "refuse  tip  for  dead  ani¬ 
mals'*  The  text  refers  to  the  pollution  of  the  site  (dxooume  . .  vtqoc.  knunc).  which  was  dissolved  by 


(pp  3^2251  For  UK  p<n— gooc  <M  ptpnn  m  Smi  tee  Bcnavnock.  Hedenum.  29-40.  John  of  Sikwu.  SW  1-13.  Theophytact 
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OwnaUa  Unmmnum  hnnWf  14 i 196))  2TiX-246.  e«p  p  233  (c  26) 
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<  33  P<p  >5). 
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G  Caeaerra  aod  the  Chmuaa  Church.  mCh  T  fnuch  (cd  >.  Vu  J<*nt  m  C.tmmm  Manama  1  Studu* 

m  A*  Haawt  afCaamrm  Manama  (Maauda.  M  auru  r  M 
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rs  grace.  In  the  past  there  had  been  "the  gnevous  stench  of  cast -out  quadrupeds  von  with  '  >tJ 
i  jroTf  T£Tt»an66u»v  o.xooa  po*/fovxa  Nipfir)  fvOahr  ^uTTO)Arvt:jv  <S6un  btrftvpTi11  ai~xr' 

^  ^oOov  ei^t  xaxooiurfv  dAcavurv) T051  From  Ezra,  m  Syria  an  inscription  reco'ding  the  tram 
lation  of  a  pagan  temple  into  a  Church  of  St.  Sergius  is  probably  dated  to  the  sixth  centurs 
of  the  first  lines  of  the  text  ts  tnumphaiistic  which  refer  to  the  destruction  of  nloh  by  (rod  »  p>.^er 
‘sculptural  gods  *  (xo  XQtv  yxv.ttujv  bauiovuiv)  and  the  polluted  stones  of  the  temple « ■ 
afin  brbBTgirvo^).  evoking  the  famous  passage  of  Theodore Another  mscnption  from  Ezra  » * 

14  AD.)  commemorates  the  establishment  of  a  church  dedicated  to  the  Martsr  George  to  t  pdg*rt 
uric  (Htov  ytYOvrv  otxoc  xo  xuiv  boq&ovuiv  xaxa^u*/xov)  and  the  deposition  of  rebes  rn^dc  It  ts 
:d  that  the  martyr  appeared  in  a  vision  (ov  xatf’  C’srvov  AXXa  qavrpu>;)  to  \hc  fwotmem  Johannes. 

►  employed  his  own  money  to  construct  the  enuren. 

Unfortunately,  the  aichaeological  evidence  cannot  ahvavv  provide  accurate  datev  hut  m  f<o«™ 
UK  tramformauon  of  movn  of  the  temple,  mlo  OrnMian  churches  appears  to  have  occurred  Uter 
Around  three  hundred  pagan  temples  all  over  the  Mediterranean  aorld  *ere  turned  into  churches 
Onh  m  eightv-three  cases  were  churches  established  tn  the  cclla.  whilst  the  rema  r  were  cc  n. 

,u.t  O0ts.de  the  sacred  area  In  the  temple  of  Bel  in  Palm>ra  a  church  wav  constructed  uwde  Ae 
wn-  tu.i rv  and  par.  of  a  fresco  depict, ng  saints  wav  found  on  the  waff  of  .he  -lU  ^  CW-n 
basilica  w  as  established  in  the  temple  court- Sometimes  a  has, was  hud,  tn  ^'c^eeomta*, 

a  bapustervin  the  cella.**''  In  most  cases,  the  temples  were  .dreads  a  °,ni  s.,e  been 

, 7m, tars  destruction  hv  Chrtstians  before  the  temples’  abandonment  d.Kv  no.  appear  »  have  been 
voluntarv  Oestrus, u  n  numc,oas  other  cases  the  Chrtsnans 

vers  eitcns.se.  especiallv  in  Greece  (veep  360.  b*u  wblb^  N  pagan  denwtos  The 

noidcd  saaed  pagan  sues,  which  according  o  pc P  es  m  lhc  p„vess of  .vovert.ng  them 

architectural  form  of  the  temples  might  also  have^-c  ^  m 

into  churches  On  the  other  hand.  construcUon  of  churches  on  the  tes  o  P« 

ol  victory  to  rematnmg  pagans,  leavmg  them  ^  erectloo  o(  churches  c 

Practical  factors  of  earls  Bymnone  lJllroed  centra  and  prevtigHwi. 

the  sue  of  pagan  temples  churches  co««a  strong  uadruoo  of  urhanrsn. 

civic  sites  This  aspect  is  to  be  observed  in  the  ulKs  ojuie 
and  where  the  pnde  in  the  city’s  beauty  was  still  alive  • 
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me  period  or  the  >oenth  centun 
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***■  **  fifth  centun  The  cult  of  the  heaUng  god  continued 

»  on  the  ute  *  dated  from  the  Utf  y e*»M  tne  .  ^  wint  »h,le  the  meubauon  »toa. 

t  ChnsUM  church,  however.  defied  to  S  t  ^  ^  ^  a,ready  have  been 

acTed  »prmg  ****  ^  ^  ^  of  the  flhh  century.  while  the  Erechthe.on  and  the 

formed  into  a  church  as  ca  _  church^  later  from  the  end  of  the  sixth  century 

Of  House  C  on  the  Areopagus  into  a  baptistery  is  dated  to  the 
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individuals  involved.  Establish  abandoned  and  destroyed  famoOJ 
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Ot  the  *^vt.  the 
the  pucucijvtoed  a  the  jf^tTWtxio 

«*e  waspanfiedN 

:  of:* 

The  proem 

1a«s  ct  vta^.  erc*>do  arc  rwx^evJ 

jcvxi? 


^,vvf^>  revveds  the  .WIM  01  the  trnvpio'  of  of  Epbcsus. dum* ho 

v  Moeec  n**i*'<,  .err  <*  ^ 

—  «*  *-* - ZtwZlnp*  «j  rte  erect™ 

*  Tr*~~  F*.  ^  -  * ^^'c^^Seven*  JTSLh  seven*  hod  fled  to 

*  *  -trvn—  c  .ewte  »  the  pwe*vT*  W  ^  re%CJlkj  to  him  that  h»  KxS  W 

v**"  *•*'  B"  v.  ^.u-  ordered  Seven*  to  construct  * 

ae«r  a  pwa  tctrtc*e  n  a  vsSUje  of  the  province  of  Asyvl  ano  onxrevj 

^!Te.££  *  **J^Wm*L»c»'**'**»t<** ■art‘B**^e™i 

»coMe> of  the «*i«e  purified the  tea**  and  twh  a chur.b ootbeale.  Afl 
o(  the  tczrsplc  with  tbe*r  inimah  and  tools,  and  the  vcrapic 
Soeeuv  The  *uUgen  coocnNitod  gold  toe  the  coosmioioti  of  the  church,  while  the 
h«r  c<  4e  nv^wet  iV’WtcvI  funituit,  ^  vfecUiCtO  »v 

_  , _ ik,rf.  ir  -  j «  tatx'eriphscal  tens.  In  eanicT 

X  the  Qy^eticararaxi  to  pagan  ***$  »  i  .cSnx*.cvj  '*■***  >  * 

_  jof  viofcot  damKtDi  of  tenspks  b>  btshops-samts.  The  most 

te"  the  fertnactx*  to  the  Vhmm  N  FWphvry  bishop  of  Gaza  <  **-420).  *od  of  the 
sc***.  bt  Viarceflbs.  btobop  of  Apmem  Junag  the  reign  of  Thco^ux  In  the  Life  of  Porphyry 
the  l  iTrt  to  he  \Unen«  and  the  owmictx*  of  a  church  on  the  site  are  desertoed  m  gr*-:  detail 
•Jhe  JetfentM*  jfvut  bjw  to  proceed,  the  Method  of  dcstmctioo  and  is*  symbol*:  significance.  The 
jta«e  to  iN:  tc«p*e>  were  apptvpnatcd  bs  the  Chnsaan  nob  and  Nsheps  St.  Eptphanius.  bishop 
of  Sate^<\*>Lfc3LaflC>pn&i  ♦  ao3)  fcmd  ouchgoMa  a  pagan  tetnpk  seated  by  the  pagans,  and 
•*>  aNc  to  rehoc  te>  flock  fnm  tame.  Ptopbyty  left  obtged  to  prooomce  the  anathema  oa  those 
CVsturs  »hr  re  sacked  precious  objects  trees  the  destrosed  texpto  of  Ojjj 

F?oc  “Ae  hT  Irfth  ceotury.  wktst  Jcstnactaoo  of  remrles  xs  boi  recorded  in  Greek  h^pocraphical 
cxiv  Tcmpio  are  peeaetKed  to  ahan^aed.  hut  $ afl  <tandiig  and  inhabited  N  pagan  denK'ns.  Those  in 
.he  ct  <uatrv\de  pr'.wacec  rrhage  foe  uutt  and  an  opportUKCv  to  tight  demons  on  their  own  grvund  St 
Ctois  ’Se  Sohae  i  ^  193)  senses  m  a  temple  at  \nap4ous  cw  the  Bosporus  after  fighting  against  the 
,vjm>  for  three  dm.  a>  s  be  »ere  a  soldier  t  chtmg  against  bnrhnnans.**'  The  bob  man  Thaielaeus 
Afactoprs  K  srrtie  m  an  taoest  te&pJe.  "  in  outside  the  coastal  cit\  of  Gabala  south  of  Antioch.  There 
he  hfhis  agates*  t>e  demes  and  -  mages  to  direct  their  fur>  agamst  the  trees,  more  than  five  hundred 
of  whsh  toe  uprooted  la  vam  the  detaems  tr>  to  iemr\  haxa  N  waUmg  and  despiasmg  torches  at  night. 
He  demotnfsed  the  lrmp4c  with  the  help  of  cooserted  locals  and  builds  a  church  on  the  sitc.3^  In  the 
of  St  Nticroca  Mamma  tenks  m  a  pagan  temple  near  Berytus  m  hiding  from  her  husband  But 
the  leap  e  ®  ^  •  profane  peace  iprpv-°^ v  and  the  demons  of  the  tesepie  attempt  to  force  her  lease 
^  atop mg  unmoral  «cp  She  protects  henetf  as  wuh  a  wall  with  the  sign  of  the  cross  and  by  uttering 
she  fcrccs  them  tc  flee  to  the  meur  1,0*  In  thus  text  the  saints  victory  over  the  demons  is  pre- 
as  a  **ncwal  fight  of  morai  aarare^  Paguusm  had  been  defeated  long  ago  The  demons  of  the 
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PAGAN  ItONlllENTS  IN  THE  CHUVTlAh  CTT> 

pagan  temf4o  had  become  mere  symbols  of  the  evd  In  the  Uui  part  of  tac  ear  >  b  *iato»e  per» 
there  was  do  sioient  conlrootaDofi  with  pagans,  the  saints  destroyed  aireath  hbatokmed  pagM  11  ■fTir1 
and  utilized  them  to  settle  in  and  to  Christianize  them  Later  in  the  seventh  ceatory  the  itoatoton 
crystattized  inevocabh  in  favour  of  the  Cfcnsuaas  St  Gregory  of  Acngja  »ho  f#j wrahed  jround 
although  his  iuj  anachrocustkalh  coouibs  events  from  the  sixth  cent un  ookh  a  -htoiT  •  •  lJflf 
temple  on  the  outskirts  of  the  ctt>  of  Acragas.  Uhca  be  settles  m  the  tempfe  be  crcr-v  m  tour  aif  nto 
es  the  cross.  His  prayers  force  the  deraoos  dwclkng  mto  the  toot*  of  Eber  arvi  Rbapr  to  ktoe  Ther 
erects  a  church  on  ihc  site  dedicated  to  Peter  and  Paul  jr-  In  th»  a»  the  demons  ******* 
power  of  resistance  and  leave  quietly  A  personal  cocfrocutioo  of  the  saint  w«*  the 
no  longer  necessary  to  expel  them  from  the  temgse  The  leaiplc  »  cieaiaed  to  ’-he  ^ 

Christianized  bv  means  of  a  religious  ntuaL  Such  accounts  reflect  the  confidence  to  the  Chntoam  * 
the  cod  of  the  early  Byzantine  penod.  It »  no  longer  the  saints  mho  due  the  cr-om  *m  wew  Met 
Instead,  the  Urter  trv  to  fewoe  out  of  temples  the  saints  akeady  esur  •> ^ed  Jiere  By  ^  Jor 
the  temples  belonged  to  the  past-  The  remnants  to  active  pagan  remmunitiev  veiy  icmmmt 
border  areas  and  in  the  countryside  or  eclated  utontouab  m  aoev  mere  opened  o 
vis^-vis  pagan  temples,  assert  Chnsmiuty  could  aftm  its  supermxity 
ituaL  more  dignified  manner 

In  the  sixltt-cencurv  the  physic^  ccttliuoo  o<  icEptes  vMvetl  frwc  ooe 
razeJ  to  the  pound  ud  tb«  buildin*  n«.enab  »e«  mtd  m  «*t  « 
ctuudK,  r^ned  b-  « 

ned  *vih  oopos  to  rrert  the  •»**«"*  ILi«d  .  t. 

fowcotm  «  on  ttK  pound  oe«  S  TSe^tc4a^t«E7 

dj«rches must  bav« been vetvpo««fu!  ..ismea  usreie  o< 

o{  ^  temple  of  Bel  and  »nothet  in  the  court.  The  f4*cos  'mp  .  ^ 

OK  *-*  o.  s.  to  ^SLXStoS-P 

Georce  *nd  *  little  further  *«>  t^  Qwrcfc  of  Sobop  . 

r  ^  ,mr4e  ot  t*hmd  the  tonun  •«  i 

In  Aphrodtsus.  the  temple  (X  _  Ur_T  thus  the  »i 

the  K«n  of  Leo  I  (45T^V ^ 

of  the  columns  of  the  tempts  v  ‘  '  t4icB  mk)  the  s 

«  the  ^  ^  aurounded  -*h  fxsrtK-oes.^ ^  ^  rrfc«iM«oia* 

Chun*.  .At.  atnutn  •»  Ev«  .hen  :he  »e«rto  «* 

•wck 

i^eanixt  of  churches  vT'  tnc 

iDii  tfrewxtok  A  jaa  mlri  to 

The  fcK*de.  the  pcopy^  ^  ^  ^  fcx  o«het  p«po«=* 

.vulc  the*  mtcnvx  «  deseed.  «  *e  -h«  the  - 
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fowwifarotftfcecirv  %*»c  mw  wm  Nsnexi  there  tPkfl  \  >  >Wuk  ibc  incenv  >t  oi  the  tempi, i  ww> 
. - __ - ^  ^ - r-  — r - <A - f**  remvacsl  suntin*.  *fonmu 

tbe  on  ctatrc  uani  the  a*Jdfe o# tbc  eighth  crntun  when  it  collapsed  in  an  earthquake  It  the  temple 
was  jxkrJ  Jrthnscvl  to  Dsoovsuv  *  m*\  have  been  numuincd  a!v>  for  its  connection  ^»th  the  city  s 
fcwmdjtiow  mtl  5>  SjjuUt  example*  can  be  found  in  the  Wert  The  tdSMvk*  ot  the  temple  v't  the 
OhOBCwi  m  \tpfcx  «  w  hich  the  Church  of  San  PjoIo  NUgpore  uj$  built,  w  as  kept  and  only  the  images 
of  the  two  god*  were  destroyed.  Early  to  the  fifth  century  the  cathedr.il  oi  Tneste  wa>  built  tn  the 

Cjprtohuat  the  fvoaios  ot  w  tuch  preserved  * 

The  urrvtn  learned  dikes.  albeit  in  decreasing  numbers,  continued  to  e\prev>  their  appro,  union  of 
the  artistic  vat  tie  of  the  temples.  They  admired  them  for  their  gieat  sice,  architectural  beauty,  and  as 
symbols  of  the  ancient  cuiturc  5  '  Aeneas  of  Gszj  refers  to  the  attraction  that  intellectuals  tell  for  the 
monuments  of  Athens.  ^ 


Despoliation 

In  car \  Byzanunc  cities  despoliation  of  abandoned  temples  and  civic  buildings  and  reuse  ot  their 
marenal  in  non  constructions  was  widely  practiced.2’'1®  The  emperor  Julian  obliged  those  w  ho  had  built 
.their  Piuses  with  stones  from  dilapidated  temples  to  pay  for  them  Columns  taken  from  temples  were 
returned  b>  >h:ps  or  wagons.*™1  Imperial  legislation  encouraged  the  despoliation  of  temples  for  the 
construction  ot  bridges,  aqueducts  and  walls,  while  slabs  ol  marble  were  removed,  even  from  tombs,  to 
be  used  as  adornments  even  for  banqueting  halLs  and  porticoes,  which  was  considered  a  disgraceful 
practice  The  Fathers  of  the  Church  reacted  to  the  widespread  despoliation  of  tombs,  and  Gregory 
of  Nozianzus  emphasized  the  issue  in  eighty  epigrams,  one  of  which  is  entitled  To  those  who  huiU 
<  hurchts  out  of 'stones  Liken  from  This  trend  began  in  the  fourth  century  when  public  buildings 

were  abandoned  and  it  subsequently  accelerated  Archaeology  vividly  illustrates  the  process  of  dilapidation 
of  ancient  buildings  and  the  recycling  of  their  material  The  large  amount  of  marble  chips  found  at  the 
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>itc  V»1  temple  l  III  1  oimth  shows  Ihal  iftei  \\n  Ittnplc  o>Ua|Md  in  Hie  .  4itlM|uak4  uf  A  l> 
•fiwiowcic  uvutn  WII.MK  Ih,  \  „1  ■■(>„  ,  >,t.a.i..9r  ^  »..e  ..Tr  f  n  -r . iMahMr*- - - - * 

between  the  l  ounUin  t  oun »»( the  i athedr al  ami  tha  \ttu\ Ar  uf  Arte enw  two  i..luoi<e  w«rr  I*  u»dta»« 
m  dih*c>  to  prvvluce  maiMr  >Ulw  foi  pavement  «n  wall  irvciiueiii.  and  wnne  w«ir  u  ft  l»«ll  iwn  m 
li.it h  t  at  AiitKH.li  was  totally  vliljpnlatrd  at  the  tunc  ot  Justinian  tin*  k».  in  »it»U*  ft-  *  *r  tiUu  ai<n<u>l 
lid  flisv'iuy  from  the  wiiu  Men  all  taken  in  opcialtotis  wlnue  Ucmhea  auivivt  ih<  caiq  llw  **»•* I 
used  Ihc  c\v avatoi  ilcwnt^ev  the  iicplt»i.il»U;  «tatc  in  wlm It  die  building  wj%  led  !!*«■»«  h  a 

wealth  ot  material  in  this  and  other  buihhitgv  th.it  the  wrtckcivnrwi  w  i»t«dtnm  tajiiairl*  i>  |*t  •  I 
i3ut  the  material,  bteaking  many  *»l  the  bucks,  the  finginmia  o(  whk h  weir  i< mml  v  aiuir«l  ail  thr* nigh 
the  lower  stratum  ot  debris,  togcthci  with  such  Mimic s  ftum  the  imc  «>(  the  watU  i* »  had  «n  -  r*  J 
and  discarded,  and  many  pieces  ol  unit  ulr\  ****  Nett  lo  the  sudmmo!  Mvsmui>  a  funerary  m 

was  dismantled  in  the  early  Hv/aotine  penod  for  its  metal  1400  architectural  meinbfn  writ  i 
amund  the  podium  lacking  then  metal  |omt»  Ihc  menthciv  l»ore  traces  «•!  the  urMrumrnla  u^<1 1  > 
bic.ik  the  stone  and  temove  ihc  metal.**  Sc»mc  cail>  Byzantine  buildmp  were  built  aim* *1  entiutv  <»f 
sjksha  For  example,  2000  tcused  bliKks  have  been  counted  Incotporated  m  the  er*»«»p  of  ihunbesr/f 
ICatwpcsItani  tn  Faros  in  ihc  fifth  t«»  the  sixth  century  I  Icvcn  acntiof  five  proediu  «»f  Ok  theatr*  w^rr 
tcused  tor  the  syntluonon  of  the  filth-century  basilica  and  the  Justmianu  t  asilica  AMM  I  )»<•  ch  i  \*  •* 
Gctava  wetc  also  built  with  spolia  most  temarklble  it  that  of  bi%h»»p  Manafww  by  the  hipp^dr  nu 
built  in  570  entirely  of  spolia  and  using  a  small  column  as  altar  '  In  Pella  in  the  t  ivu  ( lompU  » (  r>l>f  ^ 
ncxi  to  the  theatre,  the  twenty  columns  were  all  of  different  styles  and  take  n  from  Ht»nun  tniiblmgs  9 
In  (he  theatre oJcum  at  Kt3m  el-Dlkka  in  Alexandria  all  (lie  vlaln*.ctc  re  u»eU  and  the),  *err  ..I  w,w> 

.  imv|  #nj  materials.20*1  Tbc  method  employed  in  rccyiling  old  building  material  in  nc*  t*  aw 

*  |0  ^  obsc  pvod  in  Ihc  t.nd*  at  vanou*  archaeological  s.te.  For  example,  at  Sagalaw  «  d»r  dal  -  -Mhe 
c  ,s,  wall  of  the  Christian  Basilica  HI  wen  marked  with  two  numbers  on  (he  upper  part  u. odem .h  ^  » 
CX1C(  poMtion  in  the  wall,  the  one  of  the  layer  and  the  other  one  of  the  p.w,t.on  ol «« h  ^k  to  « 
mn\c  iron,  later  exntm.es.  after  the  baths  of  Kdm  cl-l).kk.  were  destroyed  by  an  earthquake  m  <- 
icrc  dismantled  and  architectural  material,  consisimg  of  pUUrs.  columns  Iron,  the  «*« 

hl>  i  n  I  various  architectural  ornament*,  was  gathered  for  reuse  I  racea  ol  incv.w >n»  indKa  c 
courtyard,  and  ^  U)  ^  ^  ,of  ,hc  new  At  the  end  of  the  early  By  ram,  r*  per,  4 

where  ootamu ,  an  b  communities  were  deterioratin*.  after  dcatruction  cau^d  b,  nmural 

were  often  hull,  wrth  spolta  from  the  earher  dext,(^d  A. 
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FIG.  47j  Section  of  the  post-Hcnilun  wall  in  Athena  constructed  iTom  spolia. 


FK.  4T>  Another  section  of  the  potl-Henilun  w»U  displaying  ample  use  of  spolia. 
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nc  48  The  so-called  Gate  of  Persecution  in  Ephesus  This  is  the  mam  gate  m  the  south  side  of  the. aU  endos- 
me  the  Basilica  of  St  John  and  the  hiU  of  Ayasoluk.  The  gate  is  flanked  by  two  square  towers  built  from  spoha 
The  gate  itself  .s  adorned  with  a  sarcophagus  relief  depicting  cup.ds  gathermg  F»P~Oth«  sarcophagus  a 
with  mythological  sceoCsS  are  now  at  Wobum  Abbey  in  Eng  .1  c 

»d  cmircl, 

the  foundation  of  w alls,  or  are  place  i  P  ,[  ,0  pro(ect  them  from  battering  rams  or 

tal  value  (Figure  48,.="‘  or  in  «he  lower  pan  of  th  Insomeearb  Bszan- 

crowbatv* 1',or  us doon^and  anhecornen o  ^  orMmenttl  desrgn  reserved  for  the 

tine  walls,  the  arrangement  .  fx)  t^en  5Uggcstcd  that  slabs  and  column  drums  form  a 

outer  face  of  the  wall.  In  the  w  2U9  Jhc  ^  of  spolia  m  a  section  of  the  post-Heruban 

combination  imitating  mctopesandtn^  ^  ^  o(  Hadnan  aeated  a  uniform  visual 

wall  in  Athens  stretching  from  the  M 
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m*  For  example.  S  Kemer  and  A  tkMim 

ADAJ  27  (1993).  300  c  bilker  and  A  Cameron  (cds  V  H*  ^k  *******  *" 

I  WUke.  Cnol  defence  -  OiW  <*/CS  suppl  SS.  U-doo  W  HU* 

^  ,^n  *,  <V  Amh 

»»D  Pringle.  £  Forofk*ooc.  54-57;  ™  Siel hmdes,  Twn*w  £  £ 

2001).  13)  «  P*  ^ .rJc^  S,.es „d Srro*bohh of  ^  “  ' 

own;  O exauvonac.  A£V7*  4(1  k  Syna  and  North  Africa,  m  Id***  '  P”**’ 

M  Greenbalgh.  Spolia  m  fortification* 


O' 


* 


A 


>2 


V 


till 


"HE  BYZANTINE  CITY  IN  THE  SIXTH  CENTl  R\ 


lustiaJ  tpnnkJcr.  or  a  capital  with  busts  of  rams The  jambs  of  the  central  door  of  the  Petra  Church 
display  figures  of  pagan  gods :,:5  These  and  many  other  objects  with  pagan  decoration  were  used  f 
ll>eir  ornamental  value  .Antiquity  was  present  everywhere,  it  was  enduring,  but  was  now  dcp^anj^ 
and  adapted  to  the  Christian  environment. 


Statues 

Like  temples,  some  pagan  statues  were  targeted  by  the  Church  because  (hey  were  regarded  a* 

1  _  _ - 1 _ _ _ _ _ J  “  —  ,1  _  _ 


fL. 

IXlC 


me  temples.  some  pagan  statues  were  targeted  by  the  c  nuren  because  tney  were  regarded  j 
embodiment  of  paganism,  while  others  were  preserved  in  public  and  private  spheres,  appreciated 
objects  of  art  Cult  statues  were  subject  to  violent  destruction  by  imperial  officers  and  Christians  de¬ 
pending  upon  fivaJ  circumstances,  and  the  attitudes  ol  individual  bishops  In  fact,  imperial  legislation 
forbade  only  the  worship  of  cult  statues  and  the  offering  of  sacrifices.  However,  it  decreed  that  thev  be 
preserv  ed  because  of  their  artistic  value  Indeed  inscriptions  from  Italy  and  North  Africa  record  that  cult 
Marties  were  removed  by  imperial  officers  from  temples  to  decorate  public  places  and  baths.*129  Fagan 
mu.ucs  m  j  secular  environment  often  became  the  target  of  Christians,  because,  in  addition  to  bcicc 
considered  a  threat  to  the  new  religion,  they  were  regarded  as  offensive  to  Christian  morality  Fr,r 
cxwnplc.  the  statues  in  the  East  Bath  at  Scythopolis  were  decapitated  or  defaced  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
or  early  in  the  sixth  century.  Before  the  budding  was  restored  in  515  6.  they  were  remov  ed,  smashed, 
ind  buned.  while  others  were  burnt  for  lunc  “  In  Corinth,  in  the  second  half  of  the  sixth  centurv  or 
c  .  in  the  seventh.  Iragmcnts  ot  statues  were  thrown  together  in  drains,  in  what  appears  to  have  been 
»  m  uncc  some  have  been  purified  with  crosses  *  -1  The  gymnasium  of  SaJamis-Constantia  in 

33’  *  'I"1""'"'  {Ump,e  SUCh  UeJtment  of  s,atues  Da™*ed  *  earthquake*  of 

“dh0niV °f  ,hC  W"e  rcs,ored  **  Christians  in  .he 

one  of  the  k  "lUlC$  from  ,ts  Pilous  penod  of  use  ( Figure  51,.  On 

—tea  ^  .  r  Moa'  3  ^r*st*4n  *nscnption  included  a  supplication  to  the  Virgin  to 

L  of  &  01  “b°  pr0babl>  re*P°n*ibte  (0'  the  restoration 

ever  .ere  placed  on  ^  ££  hT  mUtll;,'ed-  “  <Dnfonn  Chn't,an  Some,  how- 

them  .ere  found  .rtbout  head's.'*  ”  thr°*1’  m  drilm  or  *aJJs.™:  Since  most  of 

™  ’  *“  “>  '•“““<*»  »d  tl*«  „ 

statues  of  the  Ptolemaic  penod  decorated  aneJ™.!,  °'h/ 'hOP°iLS  A  pOUp  °f 

rouoded  by  ten  poets  and  phdosopbers  Thev  .ere  «  T  of  MemPh«  dep.amg  Homer  sur- 

tbecoofroouhons  bet*een  paeans  and  rhn.n  i  f  0,1  dle,r  bases,  probably  in  the  course  of 
«*tues  of  the  gods  Herades^Hermes.  protectors  ***“  Up  °D  ^  ^  ^  The 

the  Chrwun.--“  The  attacks  bv  avd  officers  and  k,  h  ^  ^7nnailum  °f  Messene.  were  smashed  by 

.  aval  otficen  and  btshop,  m  the  retgn  of Theodostus  .hose  anti-pagan 
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’•Vfc'heo  if  became  obvious  tbui  Chmuanjty  had  prevailed.  ^  ^  s^tu« 
r<rta-,rrrd  into  a  house  at  Mcnouthis  and  hidden  behind  a 
tr-ira  tbc  cope  erf  I'-'  ai  Memphis  »crc  anapo  performed  there  and  thro*  the 

tk  %A1  The  Chmt^aoi  found  evidence  that  sacrifice  nau  ooc  p*- 

re™  «-«*.«« -d  no**.  »l  - 
reo^d  ,  IttL  ^-fe  ,M  «»,  ,o  Patmreb  Peter  at  Ak^dna  The  T 

.  / the  ruomi'rf  the  local  char ch  FoUcm,  the  onkn  <*  the  Patnarch. 
had  h«a  (.«*«*  Arched  let  Aleeaodna.  a,  the  cekbratxm  o(  E^ter. 

(loch  the  IM<*  the  Maiue*  found  at  Menoutha.  inciting  anger  in  the  Oimturn  ** 

the  uatuea  found  m  the  baU»  and  hou,c*  and  thre*  -hem  into  a  fire  The  sutue,  fcom  Mcnoutha  .ere 
tramp*  "ed  u>  AJetandru  on  menrv  came  hand  brought  tnlo  the  centre  of  the  city  ^  imi‘ 

Utaoe  of  the  Patmrch.  a  public  interrogation  of  the  pagan  pnest  *a»  beld  in  front  of  the  Ttcheion  in 
the  pretence  of  the  Prefect  of  Egypt  and  the  etfy's  notable*  The  Chrnuan  nob  mocked  the  cult  statues. 
nreaEr.,  theu  feet  and  hand*,  and  coougmng  them  to  the  fire  A  fe»  meter*  touth  of  the  -aCanopica 
eJ^Dooa  hoe  recealed  a  grxrp  of  oJ.  oh^etc  relipou.  m^pooo.  .dob  peobabl>  of  b»  and  Seraj* 
■  hicb  have  been  beavih  damaged  b)  fire  and  *htch  may  have  been  the  remains  of  this  destrurtion. 
From  Fgvpt  *e  ako  have  msenpoom  commemoratmg  the  destruction  of  sutue*  -  Mutilated  and 
WawI  viatuev  are  found  everywhere,  giving  evidence  of  a  practice  common  in  a.1  parts  o  the  empire. 
In  Apfaroiteu*.  after  the  ouoscrvioo  of  the  temple  of  .Aphrodite  into  a  church,  pagan  statues  were  defaced 
md  p*g-n  name*  craved  Oniv  the  images  directly  related  to  pagan  practice  »ere  destroyed  Aphrodite 
>t,  the  «itcm  pediment  of  the  Tetrapylon  and  scenes  of  sacrifice  m  the  Sebastewr,  suffered  destruction, 
rr, %  ihoiog>c&J  mx Dc-*  uxJuding  scenes  of  Erotcswcrc  not  targeted 

In  the  saih  ccrmin  pagan  idols  were  hung  m  the  streets  of  Antioch,  intended  to  be  objects  of 
teJjcuk  ft*  part  of  the  efforts  by  the  governor  to  suppress  paganism  in  the  city.*14  St.  Abramius  destroyed 
>  >,pn  gdoh  in  a  pagan  village  near  Lampsacus  on  the  Hellespont  after  building  a  church  there.*1  Im- 
tges  of  pagan  gods  are  rarely  mentioned  in  the  sixth  century  in  a  polemical  spirit.  In  the  reign  of  Justin- 
ao.  during  the  persecution  of  pagans  in  Heliopolis.  Ldessa  and  Antioch,  the  governor  and  procurator  of 
iAest sa.  Anatolius.  w  as  caught  in  his  house  with  an  icon,  one  side  of  which  showed  Apollo  and  the  other. 
Time  an  object  dc*. lined  to  conceal  the  paganism  of  the  owner.*14  Mosaics  depicting  pagan  themes 
»cre  'till  kept  in  neb  houses,  until  the  function  of  the  houses  was  so  radically  altered,  that  such  mosaics 
ould  no  longer  be  tolerated  W  e  arc  told  that  m  a  Christian  bouse  in  Amaseia  a  wall  mosaic  depicting 
kphrodrte  was  demolished  only  when  the  owner  decided  to  convert  the  house  into  a  monastery  By 
he  se-.enth  century  ftories  of  the  destruction  of  pagan  statues  are  presented  as  belonging  to  a  remote 
mst  and  they  rso  longer  coocem  people  One  example  will  sene  to  illustrate  this.  St.  Spyndon  was  de¬ 
leted  destroying  a  pagan  statue  in  Alexandria  in  a  fresco  situated  above  the  central  door  of  his  church 
r  Tnmithouv  where  the  relics  of  the  saint  lay  The  event  however,  had  eventually  been  forgotten  by  the 
uddle  M  the  seventh  century,  when  Theodore  of  Paphos  came  to  wntc  the  Life  of  Spyndon  and  includ- 
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PAGAN  MONU  MENTS  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  Cm  3”^ 

cJ  the  epcscxk  v  l  the  destruction  of  the  sutue.  which  he  had  found  in  a  book  Only  when  Theodore  s  /  tfe 
pas  read  in  church  on  the  fcstiv  al  of  St.  Spyndon.  w  as  the  connection  made  between  the  episode  retailed 
0  Theodore  s  Life  and  the  event  depicted  in  the  fresco.114" 

Learned  members  of  the  uppet  class  appreciated  the  artistic  value  ol  the  statues  and  ined  to  pre¬ 
serve  them  in  collections,  especially  from  the  reign  of  TbeodosiUN  on.  w  hen  his  measure'  against  pagun- 
,v'1  provoked  waves  of  dcstructioa.  Early  in  the  htth  century,  the  private  collection  m  the  palace  of 
lausu>  irdu  Jed  famous  works  of  an  such  as  the  chryselephantine  statue  of  Zeus  from  Olympia  by  Phcidiav 
the  (  nx&an  .Aphrvxlilc  of  Praxiteles,  the  Samian  Hera  of  Lysippus.  Lros.  Cronos  ior  Rairos)  and 
Biiupaios.  Aax'rduig  to  the  Life  of  Sl  Melania  the  Younger,  when  in  404  she  and  her  husband  Valenus 
Pinu.Tas  decided  to  devote  themsches  to  ascetic  life,  they  donated  then  statues  to  the  empress  Serena, 
wife  of  emperor  Hononus.*u->  Lhc  views  of  collectors  toward  classical  art  arc  expressed  in  an  epigram  b\ 
Fzfiadas  oo  the  collection  of  ancient  statues  by  Marine ,  daughter  of  the  emperor  Anradius  Such  initiatives 
Christianized  the  statues  and  thus  saved  them  from  being  melted  for  the  bronze  b>  the  Christians  The 
collection  had  apparently  survived  into  the  middle  Byzantine  penod  and  it  was  pan  of  the  decoration  of 
the  bath  restored  by  Leo  VI. The  collection  bf  statues  in  the  baths  of  Zeuoppus  in  Constantinople, 
which  were  destroyed  in  a  fire  in  532,  included  about  eighty  pieces.* l'c^jch  peristyle  houses  at  the  end 
of  the  fourth  centurv  and  in  the  early  fifth  contained  important  collections  of  statues  A  villa  in  Antioch 
built  at  that  time  and  destroyed  during  the  Persian  invasion  in  540  or  by  the  Arabs  in  637.  contained 
imperial  portraits,  copies  of  statues  of  godv  heroes  and  other  mythological  subjects  The  House  of 
Menander  at  Daphoe  near  /Antioch,  destroyed  in  the  late  fifth  or  early  sixth  century .  contained  another 
coBectioa  of  small  statues.**5*  .Another  example  is  the  so-called  ThcodoMan  Palace  or  House  of  Parthemus 
is  Stobi.  also  built  in  the  second  half  of  the  fourth  century  or  in  the  early  fifth  :‘55  For  intellectuals  and 
the  remaining  pagans,  ancient  statues,  in  addition  to  possessing  artistic  value,  were  also  profoundly 
symbolic  in  cultural  and  religious  terms.  According  to  the  l-ife  of  Proclus  by  Marin  us,  w  hen  it  was  decided 
that  the  Parthenon  be  converted  into  a  church,  the  goddess  Athena  appeared  to  him  in  his  dreams,  and 
iLsked  him  U)  take  her  statue  to  his  house.2154  When  House  C  on  the  Areopagus  in  Athens  was  ahandooed. 
probably  during  Justinian's  measures  against  the  pagans  and  the  closing  of  the  Academy,  statues  were 
carefully  deposited  in  a  well  and  scaled,  the  purpose  of  the  owners  probably  being  to  retrieve  them  upon 
their  return.  In  a  house  in  a  northern  district  of  Athens,  the  famous  copy  of  Athena  Yarvakeios  was  also 
found,  concealed  with  two  other  pieces  of  sculpture.*155 
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In  Athens,  the  statues 


•iurucx  »ete  retrieved  and  pi»*d  as ornaments  .n  rub  ~  .  ippj  inJ  pljce  j  on  ,he  nonh 

x  (.Vwmo were  run,  ved  u>  the  «■*“*>  tro®  C  wUjX  im,uted  earlier  building. 

tKKk  of  the  pAfrocf  x  fsiUoe  Several  architectural  pvirts  v  p* 

*  ~  i-  k  .«*murv  two  fUtue*  were  removed  from  th«. 


r 


location 

a-a  tn  Caesarea  Mantuna  The  one  of  porphyry. 

rone. 


ne  o 


the  ViVnafl  agora  *  In  *he  vi\tn  century  •  r 

aod  Bmaicvvtnd  to  decorate  the  rwo  oxwers  of  *  pi-  ■  ■■■■H 

hl.i^  pohabh  deputed  Hadrian  and  nvay  have  been  taken  from  the  Hadrianeu  ■ 

M  .ft te  -«Hc  .  a.  cut  in  haK  for  In  spite  of  then  action,  thev  »ere 

of  wthoe*  .'mamectal  value  to  be  *****  ■»  poNic  A  .tame  of  Tvche  raising  the  bust  of  the  em- 

jxrc*  on  bet  n^ht  hand  perhjp*  from  tbe  city  s  Iyvheion.  wax  set  up  .  .  . 

U  f  a  pr.av-c  ■  Jud.man  ordered  Narses  to  demolish  the  temples  at  Ph.lae  and  send  the 

os  .es  to  C.mstaotmcpte  -  *  Uter  two  horses  from  the  temple  of  Artemis  at  Ephesus  «re  transported 
to  the  carttt2'*  U  Vn  Justinian  removed  the  (cur  hundred  and  twenty-seven  statues,  o  only 

evu.enr  dnrn  oofccted  by  Constantine  the  Great  on  the  site  of  St  Sophia,  he  did  not  dispose  of  them 
V...  -.-ng  to  the  fjniskiM  Svna  OvonAs  be  transferred  them  to  other  places  of  Constantinople.  - 
i,  .M.1,  afeo  constructed  a  colonnaded  court  in  the  Baths  of  Arcadius  in  Constantinople  and  adorned 

It  »Kh  UkltlM  StitlKS.*^ 

The  opfmooo  between  pagoa  and  Chntfkin  on  the  matter  of  ancient  monuments  is  not.  however, 
reflected  u>  the  literature  of  the  urJj  oratory.  The  intellectuals  all  shared  the  same  cultural  tradition,  but 
each  «<  .  t  tietn  responded  to  the  ancient  monuments  m  lus  own  style  and  according  to  his  personal  un- 
dervuki  nf  Procopius  ot  Gi:j  Jocnhcs  a  set  of  paintings  in  a  public  huildaig  at  Ga/a.  including  a  rep- 
rcsKntotM  of  the  myths  of  Phaedra  and  Hippohtus,  Ariadne  and  Theseus.  Aphrodite  and  scenes  from 
the  Iliad  He  iKd  wt;  tc  a  poetic  ekp*r*sa  ot  a  mechanical  dock  at  Gaza  with  animated  mythological 
lif^rc*.  whjkh  included  Htiackt  perfs  nr.mg  hi>  rwebe  labours,  the  sun  moving  around  on  a  circle.  Pan 
and  Dtvncde'  playing  the  trumpet.  John  of  Gaza  in  a  poetic  ekphmsis  described  a  painting  in  the  winter 
itf  Gaza.*  **  lo  the  Hon  of  Procopius,  the  ancient  monuments  are  mentioned  and  admired,  for 
thev  represent  a  gjooook  p»**eTful.  past  This  cv  expressed  in  the  words  of  Belisanus.  in  his  efforts  to  save 
ihe  sk'Quntfih  of  Rome  from  destruction  by  the  Goths  *  H»iwoer.  neither  hesitation  nor  remorse 
appears  in  the  hues  if  the  passage  ix  'jtmg  the  destruction  of  *tafucs  in  Rome  for  the  purpose  of  defence 
The  BsxanQDev  broke  the  coarse  sea  rues  of  the  Mausoleum  of  Hadrian,  of  wonderful  workmanship 
i  r-  OiA  rtu  Oaeuacwa  da ).  and  buried  them  against  the  Goths  ascending  the  wall. *  In  Procopius 
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PAGAN  MONVMEim  IN  TKl  OflUSTlAS  CTP 

b&ionfgraphy.  the  ancient  monuments  iho  played  a  vrmbobc  rofe  bo*  a 
of  mention  because  thev  were  connected  with  the  Trojan  war  and  pron 
Justinian's  recooqucst  of  Italy  The  statues  arc  ako  reinvented  and  iff 
mentions  some  statues,  works  of  Greek  sculptors,  adorning  the  Roman 
were  connected  with  prophecies  about  future  events 


■derod  w 

cn  Pr'xx 
■  became 


id  that  once  during  the  umc  wber  AiaLa 
ierd  of  cattle  Garru-  tr  io  Rome  ic  the 


MC 

rJ  1 


ace 


K3>  w«»  urv 
TTjm.  and  a  Vc 
if  Lwrcus  Foe 
these  two  men.  Here 


This  Roman 
ruled  Italy. 

through  the  forum  which  the  Romans  caJ  the  Foo 
been  situated  from  anaent  tunes  the  temp  c  of  F 
And  there  is  a  certain  anaent  fountain  before  tJ 
by  it.  the  work.  I  think,  of  Pbeviias  the  Athenian 
statues  in  this  quarter  which  arc  the  works 
another  statue,  which  »  certainly  the  work  ot  Phcidtav  foe  the  vi^u*  oc 
statue  says  this.  There  too  u  the  calf  of  Myron.  For  the  aooettt  Rosraa  ^  great 
pains  to  make  all  the  finest  things  of  Greece  adornments  of  Rome  Affd  be  nd  tol 
one  of  the  cattle  then  passing  by  -  a  steer  -  left  the  herd  uu  assuming  taw 
stood  os«t  the  bra/en  buU  And  by  some  chance  a  emun  bus  <*  Twcm  Nr*  »» 
passing  bv.  one  »ho  appealed  to  be  »  ven  rusne  teSo-.  »d  he  undentsod  the 
scene  »hich  »as  being  enacted  and  said  l  <ot  ihe  Tascats  oer  toon  its  « 
gifted  *ith  prophecy )  that  one  day  a  eunia^i  »ooJd  undo  the  rukt  > x  -«« 
then  indeed  that  Tuscan  and  the  «xds  he  uttered  earned  ooh  laughter  Fee  bet  ** 
actual  expc nence  a'ines  men  ire  ever  »oot  to  mock  at  prophec*' 
does  not  upset  them,  because  the  csents  hase  not  come  about  a»J  the 
ts  not  credible .  but  seems  akin  to  some  ridiculous  myth.  But  oou  aa  me 
the  arguments  of  actual  esencs,  marvel  at  this  sign  ' 


at  proof 

of  cbec 
ekLsitP 


Uis  this  function,  the  mystic,  prophet*  pouer  oftheanoent  me«v***  ** _  ^  ^ 

»rv  works  of  the  sath  century  Our  authors  art  attracted  t  He^ctsu-t  x  - 

supernatural  power  to  predict  the  future  The  buma  that 

Ztx  monuments  of  ,1k  capta.  and  the  ^  ~  Lrhs  -  rrv-*^ 

UK-hales  referetares  » 

Starnes  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  .  tJOO  cv^ocm.  r  wt  SaK-oca  event 

an  emperor  and  were  intimately  axux*'e  NlKft^K  get  acteai  «u««er.  o<  «rg»t 

and  were  credited  *Uh  prophvlactK  ^d  popbc  f^ ^  .^eert*  art 

cation  of  the  ancient  statuev  tn  MaUUs^  ^ ,  and  thru  k«  .  recKied  -* 

considered  uonhv  of  vse*  mg  |xm  lhe  o.  R.K»e  bv  the  %  «vJ  ds  ^ :  **  •** 

This  o  the  case  regarding  poU  Teethe 

arc  connected *«. pag«i Ns>kv dun-,  the  l*^  =— 


n»* 


pr 

/VA 


vis  a  h*11 


jtoti-u 


>v*|Hd  414  |l\U(ww«4w*^ 


mtk*  rW)*^Wii 


IV 1' 


a 


iu  i  atxJ  coticc ted  bv  Constantine 


C  fftffyy !«  •  '•#»  */ U J MT\r 

c^xul.  we  -  cited  do«m  From  the  metal  a  nr*  enorroous  new  surue 

Maialas  often  insists 

r  —  ml  AlS. 


4  was  set  up  «•  •  column  m  the  Forum  of  I aurus 

id  ha  -ia>,  altlMnifh  hi»  expreiwon  “to  the  present  day  may  um- 


?ii 


pagan  ft 


a  theme  k/xiwn  from  earlier 


S|^f< f ^c#  fr  an  the  (  ilk  <rf  A|i(i)u4»  pc 
fcet  Uid  rhr  have  recognized  the  pcnmencc  of  this  cultural  tradition  These  cpi- 

ir..a*  ?•  au  be  iaprc^uifl  <rf  concrete  reaho<%  They  convey  powerfully  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
*tei*  iin  i  f  lu'o  ***yh  ’ m  a  radically  Oungjftg  »oftd  to  an  KlcaJixcd  classical  paM,  in  reaction  to 
I  ton  M  l  TKMfti  against  p  .g*r>  r*  «/*j  claaMCalpuideifl.  By  contrast,  the  hiuonographioil  work  of 
400*m«  If  «i  4idi  tfc-  mes  vrmh 4x  or  fktioxuJ  m  nature  arc  absent  reverses  the  image  of  the  ancient 
mi  ft  4g%  srv*  the  r  .-%4  ^1  rr*J*y  Ag^thias  menu**  the  statue  of  fhacrcmon  located  on  the  outsluns 
>4  J  rdtnf  1'iflic  tradifvei  »cm  toPrime  and  asked  Augustus  to  restore  and  repopulate 

'he  c*y  t>  tad  hrta  dr  .«sfatod  m  an  earthquake.  Agar  hue  saw.  hrrwcver,  <mh  the  base  of  the  statue 
•  >uli  ««i  >A  tf».  u  »f. »t)tic  fF*  «4at<x  »t  veil  was  no  longer  there  He  also  read  the  dedicatory 


Pagan  monument*  and  superstition 

I  hr  nr* if  ptitot j- Anted  lotcrest  m  ancient  statue*  anpreued  in  talcs  regarding  their  supernatural 
pcA»*ri  Nuf#  *%»••  r»'is  ^  if  lie ‘s  utroxtcO  with  si^tues  become  increasingly  important  in  the  literary 
an  tfv  '»»i|  rniury  IHg  belief  that  statjes  were  inhabited  by  demons  and  so  possessed  super- 

f  ■** "  *  w  >iCurr<M  «•»  arv  ier>»  Greece  and  Rt/mc  Given  that  inch  beliefs  arc  attested  in  all  social 
"  J**  »  ** ’  ^hngcducvV  lor  le*  their  es.*  tent  •:  in  fiy/antine  times  d<>es  not  imply  a  detachment  from. 
MdflMtfdmtMKtatf  "f  a/Kicnf  cvJtw"  1  '  In  the /  r/#' </(  Severus,  written  by  Zachariah  Schol.istu  r. 
p*4ans  m.<J  r  hn-»t»  irvc^f  Menouthi*  f^ax  the  power  of  the  pagan  gods,  whose  cult  statues  have  been 
i  hrwuro  fV  l»«-al  pr*«t  pronounces  a  prayer  alluding  to  the  words  of  Cor  1x19  and 
womgpch*'  hr,  ••  .g  ia/d  the  *4*4*  at  nfgjK  without  fox 21  n  In  the  /j/rof  the  Patriarch  fojtychn, . 
a  *Umm  rwhng  m  <U  nv*ak  image  erf  Aphrodite  -t  a  private  rtstdence  in  Amaseia,  hits  the  hand  of 
•  v  hi  *fio  d  ov..r J  n  *  l-atei  tlie  P at/Mrch  of  /eruMlcm  Viphromuv  refers  to  the  statue  in 

•hi  pagan  U<r*4t  of  Mc«/urhi».  wbuh  hail  iwn  animated  fry  demons,  before  it  was  purified  by  meant 
the  amt**  «.*  tchufeh*  In  another  pwcaft.  however,  evoking  the  Psalms,  Sophronrut  attempt!  to 
Upfhi  CM  v  btU !» >A  tUir  power  Iry  asserting  (hat  idol*  do  not  have  senses  i,H 
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PAGAN  MONUMENTS  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  CITY  1  ^ 

_ _ prophetic  piwer  of  statues  in  particular  becomes  more  prominent  in  a  wide  variety  of  texts  in  the 

i  century  It  is  dear  that  there  is  a  pronounced  need  to  create  etiological  myths  and  urban  moxxbxlui  in 
to  explain  contemporary  events  and  future  catastrophes.  The  collapse  of  a  statue  was  regarded  as 
i.  a  sign  of  forthcoming  misfortunes  Procopius  of  Gaza  in  his  monodv  on  St  Sophia  includes  the 
of  statues  among  various  calamities,2 1  ~  whilst  Malalas  also  considered  collap>ing  sUtucs  a  sign 
r  imminent  misfortune  21  *  We  have  already  mentioned  how  Procopius  refers  to  a  prophecy  *jooncc:ed 
with  the  statue  of  Myron's  brazen  bull  in  Rome  when  a  herd  ol  cattle  went  into  the  Forum  of  Peace  *  In 
the  Pomstoseis  and  the  Patna  the  statues  of  Constantinople  arc  animated  and  capable  of  foretelling  future 
‘  catastrophes.  In  the  time  of  Anastasias,  the  statue  of  the  reclining  Hcradcs  by  Lysippus  in  the  hippo¬ 
drome  of  Constantinople  was  thought  to  predict  future  disasters.2**  A  statue  of  Aphrodite  at  the  Zeugma 
m  Q)n>tantmoplc  had  the  power  to  reveal  maidens  who  had  lost  their  vuginity  and  adulterous  women. 
'She  emperor  Maurice  ordered  the  bronze  statue  ot  an  ox  to  be  thrown  into  the  harbour  of  Nconon.  be- 
ca  isc  according  to  a  tradition  it  bellowed  once  a  year  and  disasters  subsequently  occurred  on  the  same 
(toy  h(aUncc  also  ordered  the  destruction  of  the  statue  of  the  Tychc  of  Constantinople,  Amhousa. 
brought  to  the  capital  from  Rome  by  Constantine  the  Great  and  various  other  statues  by  the  bjtaUm- 
ir>n John  Lydus  insists  that  weeping  and  sweating  statues  forecast  civil  wars  It  is  important  to  note 
that  belicl  in  the  prophetic  power  of  statues  also  applied  to  Christian  statues  Jisvhua  the  Stsl.tc  relates 
th.i  during  a  pagan  festival  at  Edcs&a  in  4S»5/6.  the  aoss  belonging  ui  the  statue  of  Constantine  teU.  re 
ceded  into  ihc  ground  about  a  cubit  and  came  back  upon  Us  position  only  on  Sunday  ‘  According  to 
John  of  l  phe  sus  Justin  II  ordered  that  two  bronze  statues  of  himself  and  of  the  empress  Sophia  he  set  up 
lyies  were  later  .wertumed  by  a  strong  storm  and  were  found  wuh  thc.r  heads  in  the  ground,  clearts  .sign 
of  luture  misfortune. ;iM  Theophylact  Stm-xalla  relates  that  the  most  prominent  of  the  of  the 

I  n  he. on . if  Alexandria  moved  at  night  and  predated  to  a  passing  Jafftgm/A...  the  etecutvsn  of  Maunce 

Itv  Phcxuis  The  execution  was  confirmed  two  dayx  Utcr  (a.  bO- » •  ^ 

Finally,  belief  in  the  protective  power  of  statues  over  cities  remained  strong  in  spite  of  the  V» 

.  n  ..I  the  empire  The  irleinuiui  luMamrna  of  Apollonius  of  Tyana  were  maintained  as  tali 
tl,m  ,  Ml  .1  is  ctses  a  lengthy  account  of  them,  their  prophylactic  power  and  the  tales 

—  * ,hC the  urban  .  Anas, as, us  Sm.utes  mb™  us  -Hat 

woven  around  t  >  >  PA  ||oniul  were  stdl  practiced,  vime  f<«  then  ps«c.  of  lending 

“the  ultimata  hstanuna  of  the  m  g  P-  ^  tlivcrtin„  lhc  4lrc,m  o(  nvers  flowing  megulatls 
animals  and  bi^  ^  do  h  ^  ^  ^  h4ftn k> mcn  -  In  the 

while  others  were  regarded  P _  John  the  Almsg.ser.  states  that  almost  up  to  his  time,  the 

. -  ■»  S««  -  — — s  —u  *  — •  “ 
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*  V,AS  Ml  NTs  is  1111  (  HRItflANC  ITY 


_ _ „  *>  ^  *c  «*K~  Bec^  *»  «  <*  "  “**"£*** 

w^Sofc  crrnrthcac'd  4IXN2UOKS  >cafK  it  akso  &wmhod  mct. skmc  a,  symbol*  of  the 


tew,  MT  0»  >v«lvhc  **********  <*  W-  %“"*  **  AnJ  *****  in  ****** 
MM3  aoc  pm*m^  Vfcfnnc*  *terpee«x*  of  :hc  characterise  of  KKicnt  vutuo  was  at.  indent 

—  rum  rtuplprj  fee  N«(ftftafc  ptokoopbeT  of  Ac  third  «W.  «■* 1  lrc*ttlc  *  th* 

/J*«  w*  It  w*  behr*d  trnt  toe  power  of  the  go*  "«  “**<**  00  lh<lT  mu^v 

j^iiwir»pcrs»a»WrcAc!ibcaL«sirftbesttrueN^ereNvK  "  *'•  loterpnrlatioas 

rro»>oed  of  vocnt  mths.  Aitaicni  cmboK^iI  *te*pretanon»  of  tnuhs  combined 


wx*  ^«crpo  a:  vmhnhrr.  br«t  Already  in  Antiquirv  were  verv  popular  in  curb 

B^tutoe  orange  ^Jrim  L\\te>  refers  to  such  icferpretiiKXXv-''"1  and  John  ot  Antioch  wrote  the 
luam<ir.  m  Tbmiii  Hnaw  fjcxw  «cu  Auoiififrwr  ni»  *t#vi ow  in  which  be  offers 
Chr  nn—  mserpretaDCMh  of v mt«s  trvxhs  Vanes  of  cities  ire  tiso  explain*  J  on  etymokipcnl  grounds. 
TV  mk  of )  -nmi  rr  %«s  be  feezed  to  base  demed  trees  as  image  {to*** )  of  the  Gorgon  Medusa  set 


wp  there  S  Perseus.  ^ 

Aroes:  ni  3«jvniv  dBoaoticd  and  rooded  presen ed  or  jss^oed  a  new  use,  were  present  in 


one  or  joutVr  texm  si  both  ire  urban  Landscape  and  pmate  sphere.  Because  they  were  expressions  ot 
toe  culner  of  a  btfoae  ^e.  tocy  had  hccMDc  deuebed  fra  the  hfe  of  toe  common  people.  The\  sa toted 
onb  the  a^unjc  tree  ot  a  earned  chce.  for  whom  they  were  permanent  reminders  of  ancient  gJory. 
\s  ctyea  of  v^ersoDous  heiaeN  and  supposed!)  endowed  with  ibe  prapktk  power  to  res eal  the  future, 
tbo  jc^nsed  a  otscanan  rsactacw  m  people's  hie.  Interest  m  antxjujtes  was  expanding,  as  was  interest 
m  the  reatoag  aac  copystg  of  aN.Tptx.xb.  The  epigrams  m  the  hippvxirome  of  Constantinople  were 
crated  ■  toe  scab  oeac&n  Procopius  tnectxoos  several  msenpooto.  and  Malalas  records  twenty -one 
<  them,  toe  maponcy  retemne  to  Antioch.  It  seems,  however,  that  most  if  not  all  of  them,  were  copied 


from  taerarv  sources  and  not  directs  from  monuments.-**-  Agathias  also  might  have  copied  an  inscription 
from  TrxBeis  from  the  Tmltcn  ~** 


Tbc  Chnstinruzation  of  pagan  monuments 

The  destruction  azxi ahardor.T.c'-.t  of  the  pagan  mocuments  marts  a  radical  break  with  the  ancient 
pM.  In  the  odcs  the  ancient  nooements  survived,  albeit  now  broken  down  into  spolia  everywhere  or  as 
beaut^l  facades  of  etnpev  buddings  or  as  parts  of  new  Chratao  or  mihtary  structures.  Around  them 
we*e  v°hu  fuoerstiCMs  tales  w  ba±  were  umverciJy  believed.  It  is  true  that  such  attitudes  were  inher- 
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#1'  ^Ul  IM  ,lu  c*r,N  "V'lntine  pcnod  vuih  \upcrMiiions  N<  -*i»cd  under  u* 

. .  pbikianphy.  At  ihc  same  lime  anti^uitv.  in  the  vhape  of  u«  rw«*iumeni»  waa  ene 

^iao*bv  me  aru  o(  ihc  giadual  C'hrwiiam/inA«tf  the  pagan  Hones  m>th»  and  mrrnh*  4a 
\rsi  a  mt»M  ivbvious  numfcvtauou  of  ihu  pr«Kcsv  w  the  marking  «»f  ihe  v»gn  of  the  cfwa  «m  vtatutw 
stivoev  mwiiptions  and  temples  Such  example,  are  fourkJ  evcrvwhere  in  all  ihc  cgiei  o(  the  empire 
W  ith  ihc  sign  of  the  cross,  pagan  monument,  were  purified  and  vanclitied.  iheu  demon*  neutral. /cd  and 
their  ma!ev\'lcnt  powers  defeated  A  constitution  of  the  year  435  promulgiied  hv  Thc«v«3*wiu,  II  that 
dc,d,  with  thv  destruction ol  icmplc,  requires  that  ihc  sign  of  the  crus*  he  uacd  for  their  punfaiti  »n  thu» 
making  ihcm  safe  lor  Christians  and  incorporating  ihcm  into  the  Chn,tun  environment Jm 
JJCVnothcr  aspect  of  the  prooess  of  Om,Uanuation  of  (lie  ancient  paM  w»,  the  depag  inoAtuxi  4  pagan 
m>ths  and  s\mK>b  and  iheir  Chnstian  reinterpretation  Scenes  of  pagan  m>tho|ogv  and  pagan  fymtx*|s 
continue  to  appear  well  into  the  sixth  century  and  bcy»>nd  on  sculpture,  and  w>me  examples  from  different 
cities  were  given  above.  We  have  also  mentioned  that  in  the  private  ,phere  too,  pagan  sculpture  long 
remained  an  important  element  of  decoration  Moreover,  mosaic  with  pagan  myihoU>g)cal  scenes 
were  reinterpreted  to  bear  a  philosophical  or  Christian  allcgon/ation  or  were  used  bv  pagans  io  subvert 
Christian  teaching  or  to  project  the  qualities  of  their  wealthy  owners J,  r'  One  example  will  illustrate 
this  tendency  .  Mannus  Scholastwus  explains  that  the  rcprcNcnution  of  Hrus  garlanded  d*x,  not  depict 
the  son  of  vulgar  Cypn,  nor  did  Enos  spring  from  the  earth.  Rather,  he  symbolizes  love  for  leaning 
“But  I  am  he  who  lights  the  torch  of  learning  in  the  pure  minds  of  mortals,  and  leads  the  soul  up  to 
heaven.  From  the  four  V  irtues  1  weave  garlands,  and  carrying  these,  one  of  each.  I  crown  myself  with 
the  first  the  crown  of  Wndom’V1  *  In  the  sixth-century  manuscript  illumination  of  the  Vienna  Dwscondes 
fol  *>v.  in  the  medallion  bearing  the  image  of  Juliana  Amcia,  in  front  of  her  is  shown  an  tn»s  holding 
an  open  book  An  inscription  identifies  him  as  xdfloq  quoxTunov  Other  Erotes  arc  engaged  in  crafts 
in  the  border  scenes.  To  the  left  of  the  medallion  appears  the  inscription  JioBo$  rfy;  °o*»  Sometimes 

on  mosaics  in  houses  pagan  scenes  arc  combined  with  Christian  symbols.  On  the  mosaic  pavement  of  .i 
house  in  Madaba.  dated  to  the  fifth  century  ,  there  appears  a  naked  SatyT  with  a  Maenad  and  a  luntharoa 


CT\  XV 1  10  25  O  Hjort.  Augustus  Cbn*uai»u»-Lm.  Oinmaiu  Vwiu  »iJ  R.vnwi  Paftr*i  SadpMrr  •- 
».«TT WUC  (W»l  Oh^. TV,  B, 

V-uoum  m  M..h«n  Srv*L  ^  »5--’g*  A.  Dctt^r*.  ln«rp,«uu>  Ckn^  ^  ^ 

■lincT.^  tbc  Pacao  mi  0»wmii  Work*.  ®  Eufitmnnai.  I(n.l21  R.  R.  It  Snwh.  TV  Sun*  M^*i«ae»< 

Portrait  o<  a  Lite  Antique  Gotvnior  tnani  AphnxliM«k./Ri92»30Ot).  Ii*-l56.e-p.  150  fl  '  “>» 

i»d  on  the  uv  o(  the  h«A  of  «atua,  theftfurt  rnM«Me  from  the  pound  _  ,4  . 

,  Cameteo  P  G««o^ 'y^^Lc<nuIK„  m  ^  o«t-r  and  Bnaoune  An  ^  the.  l-P"  «  Chn— . 

d  smx-nnea.  37-M.  W  A.  D^rew*.  U  >'  ?»  -e*.  V " 

5  IT"  ^ Lt : T*"* 

Zzessl 

*"**  «■  >ht  Semoc  ot  Pm  ate  Repre«mat»«.  K Cmt  im* m  L* 

acneetal.  Wd-V  ^  ^ 


Ule 

.ofUtc  Aauquir, 


\-vi  mi 


h  w  vs  I  ini  c  m  in  mi  sixth  ct  \tvio 


Wi 

i 

- yj 

^ 'i 

ri 

MG  52.  Mi>uk  pi\cnx 


a  house  in  Mi«Ltba  date  fifth  ccnturv  ).  combining  pagan  and  Christian 


themes  g  Njf\i  4iivl  a  M  ien.nl.  a  kantlurtH  vuih  vine  brain  ho  tlankcd  bv  peacocks  and  stair 


with  line  branches  flanked  b\  peacocks  ami  Ntags  ( Figure  52).  ()t  course.  (he  use  of  classical  motih  and 
icork>graphv  in  the  pen  ate  sphere  displuw  the  claims  of  the  i^nct  to  be  intimate  with  upper  class  culture 
and  vo  to  belong  to  the  urban  elite  without  having,  however,  real  cultural  affinities  with  the  classical 
education  and  culture  Thus  the  use  of  classical  iconography  may  not  always  indicate  real  and  profound 
attachment  to  classical  culture  ^ 

furthermore,  ancient  objects  of  art  with  pagan  decoration  were  preserved  for  a  long  time  in  the 
private  environment  Two  examples  from  the  private  sphere  show  how  diverse  both  the  pagan  objects 
and  their  environment  were  in  P  lx*nd  10U7  54  (a  558)  Dionysus  and  Ariadne  decorated  a  pen-case 
or  pen  bolder  Ouujigh^tov)  A  group  of  Dionysus  and  a  Satyr,  found  in  a  latrine  of  the  Byzantine 
vflopa  m  Sardis,  may  have  l*cen  placed  there  to  be  ridiculed. **'jg  or  may  >t ill  have  been  regarded  as 
alluding  to  the  animal  force*  of  nature  f  Objects  of  the  minor  arts  decorated  w  ith  pagan  figures  were  still 
produced  I  be  carved  bones  and  ivory  found  in  House  D  at  kom  cl-Dtkka  m  Alexandria  ate  adorned 
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ft  fitfidr.  Cukwf  el  Mruift « Jin*  It  Jhuiik  ptM  I  la  fw  tic  I  eniitjuNt  Ju  r 
"*ii  M  \  Kefl/mau  I  u4vtt«<nt  *i  Said*  IW.  BL4S( |57  (  19n)).  U  is  *|*,n  ^ 
Q’lOinaaW  of  WUnm  an  (  Vpmi  •  tocao  of  a  Pan  *a»  found  lura|#tC|htt.  V  u Jptum  II. 
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Virgin  at  Sothc 

«•  and  those  of  Helios  and  Selene  it 
is-'*  and  the  Centaurs  and  Amaze 
the  lower  city-  of  Justiniana  Pnnia.  while  ihc  icprcKituu 
lis  ma'  have  been  a  Christian  reinterpretation 

One  further  step  was  also  made  in  Chnsuamziog  the  pi 
antiquity,  which  Christians  regarded  as  part  of  the  do  me  p 
that  ancient  culture,  in  particular  ancient  philosophers,  had 
of  Christianity  appeared  carts  on  in  Christian  literature  A l 
incorporated  in  the  Christian  world  This  idea  is  b  und  ato 
Zachanah  of  Mvtilcne  gives  an  allegoric  reintciprciatioo » 
the  pagan  temple  of  Hebe*  at  Hebopofe.  They  svmhoiiccd !tK 


bv  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  tidings".  The  temple.  ugntwt 

the  three  stones  miraculously  continued  to  remain  miner 
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r»tt  •Y2XVTINECTTY  IN  Hit  SIXTH  Cl  NTt’KY 


tiK  \  irgui  Man  Malaias  mentions  the  tradition  regarding  the  fifliuui  temple  at  (  v/icus  Huilt  by 
tbc  Arp  tviu*v  it  *  as  into  a  church  dedicated  to  the  V  irgin  during  the  reign  of  I  00  I  or  iSenu, 

m  js'cordarKc  with  an  ancient  oracle  found  inscribed  on  1  large  stone  on  the  site.  I  Tic  Argonauts 
cvvuuhcd  the  orade  of  Apollo  at  FNthia*  Therma.  m«nJern  YaJova.  and  received  the  lollowing  answer; 
" IV'  aii  that  leads  to  virtue  and  htniour  Iproc  iami  onlv  a  tnune.  high-ruling  GtnJ  vsh«»sc  un perishable 
*  xd  will  be  vx'ixcocd  in  an  innocent  girl  He.  like  a  fiery  arrow  coursing  through  the  midst  of  the 
whole  sMsrkt  *dl  make  It  captive  and  bring  it  as  a  gift  to  his  father  This  will  he  her  house  and  her  name 
w»U  be  Mary "  l  be  oracle  was  inscribed  on  the  lintel  of  the  temple  and  wa>  dedicated  to  Rhej  According 
to  the  Greek  /VoeyVn,  a  similar  propheo  was  found  carved  on  a  stone  in  Athens  by  the  left  side  of 
the  tempe  of  Athena  Phoebus  ApoUo.  whom  the  cili/cns  had  consulted,  prophesied  that  the  temple 
wtndd  be  converted  to  a  Church  of  the  Virgin  Malalas  also  mentions  that  m  the  (  apitolium  of  Rome 
there  was  an  altar  dedicated  by  Augustus  with  a  messianic  inscription  The  inscription  Hus  is  the  altar 
of  the  fird-hnm  god"  contained  an  oracle  by  Pythia  foretelling  the  advent  of  Christ.*2  Moschus 
records  a  tradition  according  to  which  in  the  Tetrapylon  of  Alexandria  Alexander  the  Great  had  buried 
the  relics  of  the  prophet  Jeremy.  For  this  reason  the  site  of  the  Tetrapylon  was  very  much  respected  by 
Alexandria  s  inhabitants  (.Ttrvv  o*fkiopu>;).“,:  Cos  mas  Indicoplcustes  describes  at  great  length  a  scat 
^tof  marble  placed  by  Ptolemaic*,  son  of  Ptolcmaios  and  Arvinoc  in  the  coastal  city  of  Adoulc 
in  Eihh.tpa.  ail  inscribed  with  a  lengthy  inscription  recording  the  exploits  of  Ptolcmaios  and  the  parts 
ot  his  king&xn  Behind  (he  scat  stood  a  large  image,  broken  at  the  time  of  the  author,  and  most  of  its 
kr4*cT  part  w*\  k*t  The  inscription  was  inscribed  on  the  seat  and  the  image  and  only  a  small  part  was 
broken.  tbe  rest  was  still  intact  and  perfectly  legible  Cosmos  was  asked  by  the  local  ruler  to  record  the 
1  nscnptusn  for  him  On  the  back  of  the  seat  were  sculptured  the  images  of  Hercules  and  Hermes, 
interpreted  by  another  merchant  as  symbols  of  power  and  wealth  each  But  Cosmas  recalled  a  reference 
from  the  dexr  of  the  Aposdn  ( XIV  1 2 ).  and  identified  Hermes  as  the  symbol  of  reason  (oi:pPo/.uv  kbyov). 
Vs  with  other  ancient  monuments,  the  site  of  this  Hellenistic  monument  was  considered  polluted  by  the 
iocais  at  the  time,  since  criminals  were  executed  there. 221 1 

visual  wrorid  of  the  sixth -century  cities,  ancient  monuments  were  present,  but  decaying,  dc- 
lejtedly  the  ^c,  the  attacks  of  the  Christians,  and  the  indifference  of  the  contemporaries  for  whom  their 
sggnrfcaooe  was  'lippirz  away.  The  domman*  impression  conveyed  by  archaeology  is  that  of  a  profound 
w'th  *  P^vf  ma«Je  v»jhlc  by  these  monuments.  At  the  same  time  most  of  our  sources  indicate  that  ir¬ 
rationality  had  increased  and  the  nv  tiuments  thus  became  vehicles  of  superstition,  both  feared  and  need- 
cd  at  the  same  time,  because  they  oouid  foretell  future  events.  There  was  also  a  drive  to  comprehend  the 
pmi  m  C  hrotun  terms  and  to  abvkb  the  pagan  remains  into  the  dominant  ideology  of  Christianity.  Ide* 
analogic*  with  paganism  were  found  regarding  moral  issues.  The  striking  effort  to  appropriate 
the  legacy  of  the  past  in  the  form  of  its  monuments  and  artistic  themes  was  more  likely  to  endure  among 
the  learned  Jpper  data.  the  intellectual  climate  of  which  nourished  idealization  of  the  past. 
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C  hurches  the  cities'  landmark 


(  instruction  of  churches  endowed  the  t/*pography  of  the  early 
authority  of  the  new  religion  Roman  architectural  tradi'ion  jr*J 


w»  lor  he 

OObll  0<CV 


KvAOATinc  lit**  *  'fl  ' V  pfCar 
new  rehfV<cn  pncu«  luffed  % 

magnificent  (  hnstian  monumental  ciimplcio  At  a  time  when  ancient  K.  *1  r.g*  ^'iiwVr  r .  «wd 
decaying  Christian  religious  architecture  lent  the  cities  4  totally  new  :<  nc  and  dtar.nr -*‘ed  ra 
landscape  The  architecture  of  the  early  Christian  basilicas  <snd  their  apt* ndac?*  me*  •  < 

bishops  palaces  and  ecclesiastical  bath*,  house*  tor  the  clergy  hostels.  hoapstaH  aw 
poor.  and  related  ecclesiastical  institutions  remained  f<*  Ion g  the  rruyx  tacim <A  arch 
ligation  of  this  period  ~ 

Church  architecture  focused  on  the  interior  space  where  the  act  of  woc*>  a  peace  '  *  e»  kv» 
ait  tea  I  complexes,  the  propylaea  and  atria  turrou/wkd  by  p^/Ticue*  were  <>  ’*  lead  ’V  *  nhp 

pen  to  the  church  nave  Symbolically,  church  architecture  and  decoration,  wiuch  U*  *.  s  ^*-a»er  - 
promoted  the  concept  of  the  sublime,  in  contrast  to  the  cta»a>cal  cemcepi  of  ***✓>  and  order  < 
ful  columns,  capitals  and  marble  revetments,  arches,  dome*  and  *«m  iome*.  wa»  ^ 

sparkling  mosaics  aeated  a  theocratic  dimension  and  elevated  ihe  voul  Procnpwk  >  <  <  ae^rca  de- 
scribes  the  religious  experience  that  fTinsiiana  felt  upon  cmenng  the  O  urct  A  Sx  V  T^ia  r.  O 
tinople  The  church  revealed  a  mcupby**cal  dimension  of  the  w^  rUl  OrwUa  s  were  And  a»3  r* 
vared  to  a  spiritual  sphere  "And  whenever  anyone  enter*  thw  church  10  pray,  he  uwdcn’ew*  «*a 
1I1,, 1  „  „  n(, 1  bv  am  human  p<»er  or  .hiU.  bur  b,  the  mflucoc*  o(  fid.  tha;  Ou.  .  h-  , 
turned  And  v>  h»  mind  »  Ufted  up  ro-«d  Ciod  and  e«»««d.  Mng  He  cm*  b«Ur«~.*- 
muil  mpeoal)>  love  to  dwell  in  lh»  plate  *hich  H«  ha«  rbtwen 
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S  THE  SIXTH  CENTURY 

fnn  r\  Three  were  written  for  Si.  Soc 


by  Prooopi 
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>5  at  Gaza  Mere  incorp* 
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and 
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^  the  architectural  features  of  the  churches, 

cot  fvaar>  and  spirituality  of  the  interior  These  texts,  written 
d  m  conformity  with  the  rules  of  rbetonc,  stress  the  churches' 
^nfi.rvi  rKr  esthetic  and  architectural  principles  of  church 
and  ^cjvcnh  spintuaurv  Mere  firmly  estabUsbcd. 

,  rr-K^.  .rtnrr  in  ih^  urtvin  rooocrachv.  dominated  the  urban  landscarv 

!Ui  t«K\  X.  1CI  ‘  JlCu  III  ur,  u  iwu  ■y' v  •fu;  •  wv 

jj  udbunan  buildings  of  the  Roman  imperii]  period  Mere  collapsing.  Only 
atioos  survived  the  transition  to  the  Middle  Ages.  Churches  had  become  the 
■w  culture  and  defined  spiritual  experience  Christianity  *  as  gradually  giving 
opocrapfiv .  I;  redirected  society  's  economic  forces  from  secular  buildings  to 
d  related  buddings  It  centred  dady  activities  m  and  around  churchesT It  became 
■mbobcaih  and  practically  It  replaced  the  vitality  of  the  Roman  imperial 
urban  model.  The  various  otkomui  of  churches  that  had  sprung  up  in  the 
tege  ar  the  time  when  the  Church  Mas  finnlv  established  and  had  taken  over 
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nches  and  imcuiution  of  the  urban  space  around  them  can  be  seen  in 
i  par  excellence  (Pan  XIII).  Jerusalem's  urban  development  in  the  carh 
r.:aed  by  the  aty's  significance  for  Christians  Its  holy  sites,  places  of  pil- 
rxied  banA  from  emperors  and  aristocrats  to  build  churches,  monasteries  and  charitable 
tor  Mg  long  tasting  changes  to  the  city's  topography  and  a  major  boost  to  the  socio-eco- 
the  aty  Jerusalem  s  churches  are  faxm-n  from  literary  sources,  and  nine  are  depicted  on 
mosaic  map  of  which,  so  far  only  five  have  been  uncovered.-'’  Most  prominent  were  the 
r.  N  Cinsrarnne  and  Helen  on  the  Hoh  Sepulchre  and  the  EJeona  Church  on  the  Mount 
f  the  Hoh  Sepulchre  was  bud!  on  an  enormous  scale  and  possessed  a  complex 
Bcv  >nd  the  outer  atrium  stood  the  basilica  or  martynum.  then  the  inner  atrium 
urx.  the  Anastasis.  and  next  a  second  inner  atrium  leading  to  a  circular  domed 

w  _ _ ^  e  ***  *4  ^ &  ****  Zb*  centuries.  other  churches,  monasteries  and  charitable  in- 

***]"** ^  *  hcncf*ctc^  the  East  and  the  West  The  Ascension  Church 

R  ^  an5tOCr>QC  *ocun  PouncniA  Albenais-Eudoda  who  visited  the  city  on 
and  settled  'here  in  exile  from  around  443  to  460  was  a  major  benefactor.  She 

wWtc  Jew  ts Zvlt  tv.  ir^"tK>as  aad  cotlstrucTed  the  Church  of  the  Virgin  at  Sdoam 

p  _”lr  “*  Tlui  cturch  Nrcarac  111  «npooan!  pilgrimage  site  visited  by  the  sick. 

I  ir  the  e  Z  k  '°  *  *°  *****  “  ***  Cburch  <*  the  ParahtiC. 

nwraltt*  *  ^  commemorated  the  birth  of  the  Virgin  and  the 

_  ’  -*c  pa  anrococ  the  s*?c  ox  a  paean  tcomle  to  Aw-Ur*,.**  t  .  j _ _  . 

See*****  VfciaOM  *e  Y suoecT  aether  Roman,™  *P  tuJoC“  ilso  bu*,t  the  Church  of  St. 
_ _ _  .  .  .  .  J^uouiLn.  fcrxiun  *ho  chose  the  monastic  Lfe.  aiso 

*-*cvu  where  .ccorii™  u>  <w  r  ^  Cburch  ^  ^  Apostfa  on  Mount  Ston  « as  built 
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THE  BYZANTINE  Cm  IN  THE  SIXTH  CENTURY 


.1  fV! 


_  J  the  htvbops  palace  In  chc  upper  city  three  churches  were  built:  Basilica  C,  the  cruciform  Basilica  B 
in  between  the  gate  of  the  upper  city  and  the  circular  place,  and  Basilica  F  opposite  Basilica  B.  although 
further  to  the  we*t  at  the  foot  of  the  acropolis.  All  these  churches  have  approximately  the  same  length 
and  width  In  the  lower  cits  Basilica  G  or  the  Double  Basilica,  and  Basilica  D  were  built,  the  latter  being 
the  second  largest  church  after  the  cathedral.  45  m  long.  Outside  the  walls  of  the  lower  city  stood  Basilica 
E  to  the  east,  and  Basilica  J  further  a*  ay  to  the  southwest.  Justmiana  Pnma  had  eight  churches,  all  large 
basilic**,  and  all  constructed  as  part  of  the  same  project  The  location  of  most  ot  the  churches  along 
the  central  aseouc  leading  from  the  gate  to  the  circular  place  and  to  the  acropolis  emphasizes  their 
eminence  in  urban  topography  and  their  role  in  the  city’s  culture  and  socio-economic  structure.  It  has 
been  suggested,  albeit  with  reservations,  that  their  location  might  have  been  dictated  by  the  needs  ol  pro¬ 
cessional  and  stationary  liturgy  ,  similar  to  that  performed  in  Jerusalem/ — *  In  addition,  in  sixth-century 
citiev  Christian  festivals  involved  processions  from  one  church  to  another.2—'  In  Justmiana  Prima.  the 
churches’  central  location  may  have  been  dictated  by  practical  reasons,  i.e.  the  topography  and  the  need 
to  male  them  easily  accessible  to  people.  It  also  expressed  the  Church’s  importance  as  an  institution  in 
the  citv’s  life  the  most  prominent  position  in  the  city,  the  acropolis  on  the  hilltop,  was  reserved  for  the 
episcopal  church  and  the  bishop  s  palace,  while  the  headquarters  tor  the  military  and  civil  administration 
were  assigned  second  place  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  the  Church  thereby  conveying  a  powerful 
ideological  message.  Furthermore,  in  the  sixth-century  city  traditional  urban  features,  such  as  street 
cokmnadcs.  become  subordinate  to  churches  and  were  to  enhance  the  churches  architectural  authority. 
Thus  the  portico  of  the  central  avenue  in  front  of  Basilica  B  lost  its  function  as  a  street  portico  and  was 
suhNtaiuiallv  modified  to  function  as  an  entrance  to  the  church.  Instead  of  pillars,  it  possessed  columns, 
and  its  width  was  reduced  by  a  staircase,  built  facing  the  street. — s  In  the  same  church  particular  effort 
was  made  to  enhance  the  facade  with  the  monumental  entrance.  The  staircase  was  impresshe  and  the 
size  of  the  facade  was  larger  than  the  rest  of  the  church.  Thus  the  position  of  the  cathedral  on  the  acropolis, 
the  location  of  several  churches  along  the  central  avenue,  and  the  architectural  design  of  the  second 
largest  church.  Basilica  B.  made  powerful  statements  regarding  the  dominance  of  the  Church  in  the 
aty’s  topography  and  life. 

The  recenth  excav  ated  site  of  LouJoudics  near  Katenm.  in  northern  Greece,  a  station  midway  between 
Thes^alonica  to  Dion,  probably  the  mansio  or  mutatio  Anamon,  is  another  example  of  a  small  early 
Byzantine  city  with  similar  topographical  characteristics  and  administrative  and  socio-economic  structure. 
Lhder  the  Tetrarchs.  it  became  a  centre  serving  local  administrative  and  taxation  needs  that  arose,  in 
particular,  from  the  presence  of  the  saltpans  in  the  area.  When  in  479  the  Goths  were  allowed  to  settle 
in  Pvdna,  among  other  cities,  in  order  to  end  the  siege  of  Thessalonica.  the  bishopric  was  transferred 
from  Pydna  8  km  to  the  south,  to  the  site  of  Louloudies  (Plan  41).  The  new  site.  80x90  m,  was  fortified 
with  towers  at  the  four  comers.  It  included  a  fifth-century  basilica,  the  bishop  s  residence,  porticoes 
with  piers,  and  barracks  for  the  garrison.  Although  the  Goths  withdrew  from  the  area  in  485,  the  eccle¬ 
siastical  centre  m  LouJoudics  was  maintained.  During  the  reign  of  Justinian  the  bishop's  complex  lost 
its  fortified  character  and  expanded,  acquiring  storerooms,  industnal -sized  wine  presses,  an  olive  press. 


125  n  DwaEL  ‘architecture  rehpeuse  6c  T%aritch;n  Grad  dons  le  cadre  de  llllyricum  oriental  au  VI'  sitde.  in  ViUa  cl 
480 

-2J*  \  Poprwic.  La  •gnihcaoon  hisionquc  de  I  architecture  relijpcusc  de  Twritchw  Grad.  ComRav  XXVI  ( 1979),  308*309. 
isr  Qyyncn m.  Or  I  93  (p  2b  1-4):  Vaa  S  Thaodon  Syceotu.  c  101 J6-42  (p  81).  See  J  F  BaJdovm,  The  Urban  Character 
of  Cfrumc*  The  Ongmt  DmUjpmenL  aiui  Meaning  of  Siatu-nal  Liturgy  (Rome  1987),  A  Papaconstantmou.  La 

I  rwry  fuocmr. ale  I  Oiyrtyncbai  dans  la  premiere  motor  du  tf  uede  Rendition  et  commentaire  de  POXY XI  1 337,  REB  54 
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See  supra,  p  276. 
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PlAN  41.  The  Bishop  s  complex  at  Lou.oud.es,  near  Pydns  u,  Greece 
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and  attached  to  the  bishop  «  residence  It  w.t<  built  in  the  late  fifth  century  1  he  other  one.  Basilica  \  1% 
vmaLKrr  and  budt  in  the  \utb  century  In  Bytliv  in  the  province  of  I  pirns  Nova,  in  modern  AIKim.t,  live 
basilicas  are  dispersed  in  different  districts  of  the  city  Of  the  three  located  in  the  uppe  1  uty.  one  is  built 
inside  the  aloa  of  the  iron  ( Plan  44).*"* 
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developed  primarily  to  tlu*  c;iwt  ol  the  Inrum  Southc«ol  of  the  forum  iIk  OtUi*  1  nr  lv.  -  •  f>  *  >* 
huilt  by  bishop  Poiphyniiv  in  A4I I,  t<clwceii  tlvr  I  ^imIu  (ikouiuiioi  moiniui  1  tn  tlu  unfit*  an  I  thi  1  * 
p.ivting  through  the  torum  to  the  woiilhi  Plan  45)  ‘  '  I  his  area  lh  ale  ol  (lie  (V'|gis|of  h1-  •  »  • 
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PI.AN  44.  Plan  of  Byilis  in  Albania 
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THE  b\  ZAVTlNfc  CITY  IN  THL  SIXTH  CENTURY 

Hcro»>n  and  stood  on  earlier  buildings  The  Hellenistic  Heroon.  in  the  form  of  a  temple  with  an  under* 
ground  Hellenistic  tomb,  functioned  u  a  Christian  cult  centre  until  the  destruction  of  the  Octagon  in 
the  U:c  Mtth  to  the  carts  seventh  century.  East  of  the  heroon  a  nanow  passage  has  been  identified  as  a 
ducvHiicon  with  a  marble  table,  or  probably  a  sarcophagus  with  relics  through  which  w  atcr  flowed  from 
the  adjacent  baths  and  collected  in  a  basin  in  the  adjacent  room  This  table  or  sarcophagus  was  a  replica 
of  the  martyr's  tomb  in  the  underground  burial  chamber.  A  similar  arrangement  of  a  tomb  under- 
grvunj  and  another  above  ground  occurs  in  the  Church  of  St.  Demetrius  m  Thcvsalonica.  Perhaps  the 
Philipp*  tomb  mas  believed  to  contain  relics  of  St.  Paul.  The  Hellenistic  Heroon  ma\  have  been  reused 
tor  Lie  lunaJ  of  a  Christian  martyr  or  for  holding  relies  It  was  rebuilt  m  the  late  fourth  or  early  fifth 
century  and  later  in  the  first  half  of  the  sixth  century  in  the  form  of  an  octagon  in  which  it  survives.-3  ’ 
To  the  north  attached  to  it  was  the  baptistery  The  Octagon  was  part  of  a  large  episcopal  complex  with 
the  bishop  s  palace  and  other  attached  buildings  occupying  three  insulae  The  Octagon  was  accessed 
from  the  Egnana  by  means  of  a  long  portico,  with  three  aisles  functioning  as  an  atnum.  Its  monumental 
props  Ion  with  the  three  doors  encroached  on  the  street  running  through  the  forum,  thereby  reducing 
its  ».*dth  To  the  west  of  the  narthex  and  the  atrium-portico  of  the  Octagon  from  the  Egnatia  to  the 
north  as  far  as  to  the  south  decumanus.  vs  hie h  was  a  commercial  street,  stand  a  complex  of  rooms  and 
a  Urge  courtyard.  The  courtyard  directly  in  front  of  the  Octagon  flanked  by  porticoes  on  both  sides,  north 
and  south,  and  a  large  phialc  on  the  west  possessed  a  monumental  entrance  onto  the  south  decuman  us. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  courtyard  was  the  aithnon  of  the  Octagon  and  the  complex  of  rooms  was 
the  centre  of  various  economic  activities,  storerooms  and  workshops,  or  thjt  these  rooms  were  guest¬ 
house  for  pilgrims  with  the  courtyard.-1'4 

Basilica  A.  whose  cistern  stood  on  the  site  of  the  prison  of  Paul  and  Silas,  stood  north  of  the  Via 
Egnc’u,  facing  the  forum  and  was  built  around  500.  At  the  end  of  the  sixth  century  ,  after  the  Basilica 
A  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake.  Basilica  B  was  built.  It  stood  south  of  the  forum  and  was  attached 
to  the  palaestra  of  the  Roman  gymnasium  and  abutted  on  part  of  the  forum  and  on  two  streets.  This 
was  the  site  of  the  miradc  involving  the  prophesying  girl  and  of  the  capture  of  the  Apostle.  Basilica  C 
f  previously  known  as  Basilica  E  or  Basilica  of  the  Museum ).  west  of  Basilica  A  on  the  foot  of  the  hill  of 
(he  acropolis,  was  smaller  than  Basilica  A  and  B  and  the  Octagon.  It  became  the  Episcopal  Church,  in 
the  sixth  century,  when  the  bishop’s  palace  was  transferred  there  from  the  Octagon,  which  by  then  had 
become  a  major  centre  of  pilgrimage  and  needed  the  space  occupied  by  the  bishop’s  palace.2235  There 
was  abo  another  basilica  previously  called  Basilica  D.  200  m  west  of  the  forum  and  south  of  the  Via 
Egnatia  at  the  northern  comer  of  the  Byzantine  market  (supra,  p.  225.  Plan  13).22*  The  visit  by  St.  Paul  to 
Philippi  and  the  Tradition  that  arose  from  it  lie  behind  the  impressive  Christian  development  of  the  civic 
centre  By  the  end  of  the  early  Byzantine  period  the  entire  area  of  the  ancient  civic  centre  on  both  sides 
of  the  Egnatia,  organized  on  terraces  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  was  occupied  by  churches  commemorat¬ 
ing  the  events  of  St  Paul's  visit  Moreover,  the  churches  of  Philippi  are  very  large  Basilica  A  measures 
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ROIES  IN  CUBAN  SPACl  AND  LIFE 


I  ^5x45  m  and  Basilica  B  1 15*75  m  ( Plan  \  tv-  — .  .  ...  _ _  . 

*  J  111  irun  %).  I  he  implantation  of  the  Chrauan  churchc 

fabm  caused  encroachment  onto  streets  and  the  torunv  a  phenomenon  known  abo  from  < 

the  empire  The  bishop  s  palace  and  the  propytoo  of  the  Octagon  expanded  on  the  EgfMU 

of  the  Octagon  on  the  south  street.  Earlier  monuments  were  demolished  to  build  Basilic*  I 

streets  and  part  of  the  Roman  maccllum  Basilica  B.  however,  was  never  finished.  At  st 

dome  collaptcd  the  work  was  interrupted  and  the  community  had  no  means  with  which 

restoration.  — 
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PLAN  46  Plans  of  churches  of  Philipp 
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•  tcc.nl  kvtt*.n  m  i he  M.rkrf  Batiliu  *hich  >u**i  behind  the  0>mnt»ium  of  Vcrultnu*  ind  *h*h 
mm  de*io>„ 1 H  Ore  m  the  third  enturv  On  the  hill  of  Ayttoluk.  to  *hith  the  ctt>  withdrew  dunng  the 
fhwntne  Dark  Agev  wood  the  Church  of  St  John  the  Theologun.  budt  hy  Juwmian  in  the  middle  of 
ibe  ui’.h  oratun  It  »aa  1  JOm  long  »Hh  an  alnum  J4*7  m  and  a  htptmcry Other  churches  an  <>t  cr 
cafe  utc*  arc  acatlercd  throughout  the  city  Some  were  built  at  the  'He  of  temple v  <>f  the  Scrapeum  and 

the  ArtcnuMOQ,  others  in  palaistr  ac  end  in  other  civic  building* .*** 

la  Afumci.  (he  citv  centre  v«ii  a1m>  dominated  by  churches  i  Plin  XX).  The  Rotunda  C  lire 
00.14***  *  duuhk  Mock.  *m  budt  it  the  intcncction  of  the  decuman  us  with  the  cardo  Nearby  opposite 
stands  the  Atrium  Church  The  Rotunda  Church  contaias  a  targe  rotunda.  25  m  in  diameter,  probably 
Jaraj  to  the  reign  of  Jmtmian*341  The  Atnum  Church,  lavishly  decorated  with  marble  revetment  and 
mosaiCA  and  apfaicntK  also  Justinunic.  replaced  an  early  filth-century  church  built  over  a  synagogue. 
The  qj*c  was  flanked  bv  reliquary  chapels  and  a  baptistery.*24*  The  Cathedral  Church  of  Apamca  was 
bu.lt  50)  m  east  of  the  intersection  of  the  cardo  and  the  dccumamiv.  opposite  the  Pilaster  House  and 
die  Console  House  near  the  citv’s  east  gate  224 '  Its  monumental  staircase  was  built  over  the  colonnade 
of  the  avenue,  a  phenomenon  also  observed  in  Basilica  B  of  Justimana  Pnma.  It  >  forecourt  is  large, 
4ift*U)  m.  with  portio'cs  and  mosaics  on  all  sides.  Inscriptions  identify  the  bishop  as  Paul,  who  spon- 
wfed  the  cr  nstruct* *o  and  decoration  of  the  church  in  the  early  years  of  Justinian  s  reign.  ~  If  this 
church  wii  the  cathedral  it  therefore  contained  a  relic  of  the  Holy  Cross,  brought  here  by  St.  Helen  and 
mentioned  in  accounts  of  the  Persian  invasion  of  540.  In  addition,  the  church  held  coffers  containing 
the  rebut  of  Saints  Jude,  CaJIinxiiv  John,  and  the  Forty  Martyrs  of  Scbastcia.  and  another  not  identified 
by  inscription.  Holy  oil  poured  over  the  relics  was  directed  through  a  channel  in  the  wall  and  collected 
outside  the  church  2:41  In  addition  to  the  main  building,  the  impressive  cathedral  complex  consisted  of 
numerous  other  buildings*  a  funerary  chapel  to  the  north,  various  rooms  around  a  court,  another 
chapel  to  the  south,  a  baptistery  also  containing  reliquaries,  and  a  second  baptistery  south  of  it  adjacent 
to  a  room  for  banquets  for  the  catechumens  To  the  west  of  the  cathedral  was  the  so-called  Tnclinos 
House,  which  was  aho  connected  with  the  cathedral  and  has  been  identified  as  the  bishop's  palace  Between 
the  bishop's  palace  and  the  cathedral  were  two  colonnaded  courts  surrounded  by  rooms  and  leading 
to  a  bath.  In  the  sixth  century  the  whole  area  from  the  cast  gate  and  south  of  the  decumanus  up  to  the 
intersectjoo  with  the  cardo  where  the  Rotunda  Church  and  the  Atrium  Church  were  situated  had  become 
a  large  and  majestic  Christian  centre  Another  basilica  was  located  to  the  north  along  the  cardo  towards 
(he  north  gate 

Geras*  also  had  a  vast  monumental  Christian  centre  (Plan  VI).  Of  the  nineteen  churches  known, 
ten  were  built  in  the  area  around  the  temple  of  Artemis  in  the  very  centre  of  the  city.  The  central  ec¬ 
clesiastical  complex  was  built  next  to  the  temple  of  Artemis  on  four  terraces  which  rose  at  the  rear  as 
high  as  lb  m  above  street  level.  On  the  first  terrace  stood  a  monumental  portico  leading  to  a  long  stair¬ 
case,  on  the  second  stood  the  cathedral  containing  an  atrium  and  a  miraculous  fountain,  on  the  third 
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ckn he*  of  Ap— *■  see  sho  fom.  S rm.  21 1-217 


CHUtae \  \S  L  RB  AN  V  ATI  AND  Uf  l 

terrace  was  the  Church  of  Si  Theodore  and  on  'he  fourth I  were  located  baths  and  urirw*** 
dences  in  the  area  between  the  Church  of  St  Theodore  and  the  court  of  the  tempi*  *  ******  < 

49),  The  length  of  the  ecclesiastical  complex  from  east  to  west  was  l S3  rr  The  catbedral  clw  A,  M3&* 
to.  was  built  around  V>5  on  the  site  of  a  temple  of  Dra ismw  vCAit heart  of  the  tetnpie  of 
Those  ascending  the  stain  from  the  cardo  would  first  see  a  wnaJ I  *xmc  budt  agau^'  the  ca^  4 
cathedral  dedicated  to  the  Vjjgm  It  had  the  form  of  a  ruche  wtwae  upper  pun  form*  a  sbefi 
ks  flanked  by  small  pilasters  Beneath  the  shell  aa  msenpujn  in  red  idcmrfkd  the  parted  If*** 
Michael.  Mary  and  Gabnel.  whilst  a  lamp  hur.g  in  the  centre  The  feature  •  «*  ctKkwe  l  by  a  r.xrM 


PLAN  49 


rb*  C.lhedr.1  ^  V 
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THl  B\  MNTTNE  CITY  IN  THE  SIXTH  CE.VT1  RT 


I  the  cathedral  where  the  miracu- 
>  For  the  >»*»  from  the  eardo  the  atnum  stood  a.  d  to  the  east  portico  of  the 

ountam  was  located  (Figure  5 3 >•  Interevt.ngly.  ^»en‘  ^  ^  because  th»  portico  was 

„  »  here  beautiful  ConothUn  capitals  of  undorm  ^  vanous  style*  and  the  drums  and 

to  the  church.  whde  .n  the  other  ponh.-oes  the  cap.  Theodore  was  built  in  4<M-4% 

of  the  Ionic  columns  are  of  vanous  of  the  atnum  were  removed 

J  the  cathedral  rwo  of  the  columns  on  the  non  i  (h<  forecoUrt  of  the  chapel  at  the 

other  columns  on  the  south  vde  were  also  ^  on  thc  north  stde  and  three  on  the 

»es:  corner  of  the  cathedral  Finally,  onh  six  colum  „  odofC  *nd  the  coun  of  the  temple 

sxie  of  the  atnum  ~4'  In  the  area  between  the  C  hurch  o  ^  ^0^^  0f 

enus.  potfen  workshop.  acre  established,  whilst  in  pavement.** 

jurch  of  Sl  Theodore  wa<  built,  as  reconfcdtn  a  mow  1  an(J  onented  0n  the  same 

wo  hundred  and  fifty  meters  northwest  of  the  Church  J3  The>  were  dedicated  to 

hree  adjacent  churches  were  built  ut  the  early  s  '  d  co(nmon  atnum  and 

Comas  ^  Damian  St  George  and  St  John  the  topost  ^  „  the  church  of 

unseated  sxa  rntemal  doors  Behind  the  three  c  “r-  es_  -  and  ^hind  the  temple  of 


<1 


TV  foMtAce  Cowl  c4 1 V  Cnhxlri  •  rf  Gertu  TV  ajaciiloo  tcnjr.urn  b  located  m  the  centre  of 
the  adwt  TV  Uun  00  the  Wf  lead  10  the  Church  <rf  St  Theodore . 

In  the  ia  the  centre  a  the  Senpn  Paw  age  lewlng  to  the  temple  erf  Annul 
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P«. 


chorchct.  ooe  wtoae  dedxariS 

B  the  chapel  erf  Eiiav  Mini  and  Sore*,  T'j  the  1 _ 

to  the  Prophets.  the  Apostles  and  Marrm  464-  5 
^te  00  the  road  tc  Batetetz.^  Toti 
the  tesapie  erf  Zest.  aai  owuade  the  can 
lc  Geraii  the  teopie  <rf  Artoj 
churches  The  terapte  rtscil  rz-t?  u-ar*«  bees  *»ed  at  a 
00c  e  red  over  nae  erf  m  orfucg*  ^  •  Vfcu  <rf 
bcildxgs  had  1>  jC£  ceased  »  hccta  icd 
t>-a.  oocpiex  widi  the  cacoedr^.  thc  a:  t3e  V 

PUlcus  ber»eeci  '^ts  ctuiE  isc  'he 
cftaied  t  iCil  Ecprewtc 
the  areas*  eoooocjc  aid  acirv^jcv 

IcCacsrsaVteEi.  c 
(Pte  X\m  the  «te  <rf  the  ‘crzpc  orf  Ftxae 
scoeuse  between  the  er>c  rf  the  fotre 
tjfied.  was  constructed  oc  the  see.  TV 
che  MtyrioB  at  the  cerrre  <rf  CwKt  11- 13  « 
necEEi  it  wstb  -die  kartxwr  sesgesa  tha:  fhert  «  * 

The  sma3  cny  of  Madnrt*  e  ^  Jr3'3ct 

of  Bosirx  tVoundscd  a  the  x®1 
famxis  pCgrmAge  sne  oi  Vious*  N«*>o 

of  churches  ^  ^  , 

&  (Pbs  50V  J-^v“  rr^-swied  s  Lett 
IKMK  c:  the  ooh  ocher 
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atesoftheFWsUoiDmed^ 
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THE  BYZANTINE  CITY  IN  TIIF  SIXTH  CENTVRY 
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PLAN  52  Hie  B>7*ntine  community  lo  the  northwest  of  the  temple  of  Artemis  and  Church  M  at  Sardis. 


no*  Christian  district  developed  perhaps  because  a  cemetery  with  a  martyr’s  tomb  was  located  in  this 
area  Further  to  the  srmth.  a  small  church.  Church  M.  was  built  by  the  southeastern  comer  of  the  temple 
of  Artemis,  thus  sanctifying  the  pagan  site  and  serving  as  a  cemetery  for  the  area  (Plans  51,  52).  North 
of  the  temple  a  community  devek  >ped  in  Byzantine  times  The  city  centre  of  Stobi  in  the  fourth  century 
appears  to  have  been  on  the  east  side  where  the  Small  Bath  is  located  and  the  so-called  “Casino"  (Plan 
XVII)  But  in  the  fifth  centurv,  when  the  Episcopal  Basilica  was  built,  the  area  around  the  V  it*  Sacra 
and  the  Episcopal  Basilica  waa  reorganized,  and  the  city  centre  was  transferred  there.2261  The  basilica 
of  Campanopetra  m  SaUmivConsUntM  in  Cyprus  offers  another  example  of  the  construction  of  a 
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PIjVN  53.  The  planot  Salanus  Const. 
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church  bringing  about  the  formation  of  a  new  lC^U{^€^^  oVl^dcstlopment  of  districts 

ernes  throughout  the  empire  P  n  of  mam  churches  resting,  as  it  does  or,  'ts  >'«*  pou 

ing  thanks  to  nos  ducovene  ^d  he  dal  ng  ™n> ^  ^  chuichcv  chapels  and  mon»- 

.,one  ,s  insecure  the  number  o<  churches  Fnsm  PvessaUan 

tcrics  arc  mentioned.  P 
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THE  ZANTINE  crn  IN  THE  SIXTH  CENTURA 


Thebes  (New  Anchiatos)  cine  bxvilical  churches  are  known,  fouri/i iro  muw  anti I  five  .  ur.i  munu  Ai 

Arc*  vl\  are  recorded,  and  at  Stobi  three  i/i/ra  muros  and  Ihrce  amt  mum'..  n  S,J '  nJ  "mc  L  urL 
and  two  oratona  ,n  the  Roman  amphitheatre  are  known  ( Rian  XVI)  In  kxMra  of  the  Danubian  lm,a  the 
number  of  churches  w  as  obv  umjsIv  smaller,  but  there  were  exceptions  In  Novae  in  t  owci  anu  c  ,ve 
churches  are  recorded  “  Churches  in  the  dues  of  the  East  are  more  numerous.  In  Madaba  alone  over 
ten  churches  are  known,  from  Gerasa  nineteen,  and  from  Caesarea  at  least  ten.  n  mu  cr  ns  in 
the  East.  too.  the  churches  multiplied,  an  increase  that  may  be  linked  to  other  comme  an  s^cia 

chances  in  the  area  In  the  Trans- Jordan  area,  changing  trade  routes  and  the  sedentanzation  of  Arab 

.  ,  j  *  #  f  .l  .  i  “mm  cl- Jimdl  in  Jordsn  njd  tiitccn 

tvtderan  *ctc  ihc  main  reasons  for  the  development  of  ihc  area.  ^ 

churches,  most  of  them  chapels,  whilst  only  one  is  dated  (a  556).  the  so-called  Cathedral,  so  named 
because  of  Us  central  position  (Plan  54).  The  town  of  Rihab.  26  km  cast  of  Gerasa  had  ten  churches 
dating  from  533-635  “  Khirbat  al-Samra.  located  between  Bostra  and  Philadelphia,  a  large  vi  age 
(M-OXim)oo  the  road  Via  Nova  Traiana.  connecting  the  port  of  Aila  on  the  Red  Sea  with  Bostra.  had 
eigbt  churchev  all  built  between  5504S50  (Plan  55).“  Umm  al-Rasas  (Kastron  Mefaa)  had  three 
ecclesiastical  complexes  and  perhaps  a  fourth  to  the  southwest,  presumably  because  it  was  a  re  igmus 
ceotre  for  the  Arab fotderutt  The  largest  complex,  that  of  Si  Stephanas,  had  four  churches  with  annexes 
all  end.  wed  within  a  wall  (  Plan  56 The  most  important  churches,  containing  mosaic  pavement,  arc 
the  Church  of  Bishop  Sergius,  w  hich  possesses  an  adjoining  baptistery,  and  the  Church  of  St  Step  anus. 
A  similar  pattern  is  observed  in  some  cities  in  Asia  Minor  For  example,  the  number  of  churches  in 
Ryancai  in  central  Lycu  is  sec.  of  which  three  were  large  (Plan  57)™  On  the  other  hand,  papy  ri  offer 
figures  that  may  be  misleadingly  inflated,  in  Ptolcmais  Evergetis  fourteen  churches  and  ten  monasteries 
are  recorded,  in  Oxyrhynchus  forty-three  churches,  in  Aphrodito  and  its  territory  over  twenty-five 
churches  and  thirty  three  monasteries  arc  mentioned  and  in  Hcrmoupolis  thirty-nine  churches  and 
forty  -two  monasteries.  It  is  true  that  the  papyri  record  churches  that  may  not  have  existed  simultaneous- 
ly.  thus  producing  a  misleading  impression.  Nevertheless,  the  papyri.  with  their  l.irgc  figures,  create  a  truer 
pH.ture  of  the  situation  than  the  necessarily  patchy  archaeological  record.*" 


Private  churches 

Private  churches  were  more  numerous  by  far  than  parish  churches  built  on  the  initiative  of  the 
bishop  and  under  his  supervision.  Sources  tell  us  that  such  private  churches  were  built  everywhere  on 
country  estates  and  in  cities  Construction  of  churches  was  an  expression  of  piety  They  were  also  in¬ 
dicative  of  the  shift  in  emphasis  from  public  to  private  life,  which  marks  the  transition  to  mediaeval 
Byzantium  Christian  fathers  repeatedly  urge  Christians  to  avoid  public  places  and  stay  home  in  the 
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marvnl  hi  awM  the  noise  of  public  places.  to  stay  home  amllive  there  «•  in  <  •*»> 

I  ih  I  ^  k  P  ^•^'fP,ntMhcmfdvt#biity  withdom§stic  workMUlloculking on  their  *p«nlv4*  die 

ccntuiy.  the  Church  I  jihcn^uonnly  encouraged  live  crtottmol  private  i  huKhti<‘i»  'f> 
lli  '  verve  the  religious  need* of  the  landlord*  ('hmiunpe*sanivandioa»dthc«»nvcTs*n<'tp*f*rt' 
ic  chapel  described  by  ( ircgory  of  Nyvva  built  immediate l>  in  from  M  a  villa  »n  <  «pp*duttfL •  ^  "* 
man\  such  examples  •  In  the  sixth  century,  private  churches  multiplied  through* >ut  the  uhi'i^iuR 
and  arc  mentioned  in  the  /  ne i  ot  Mints  H4g10gnpluc.il  sources  also  mention  private  * h«pc!«  in  u*’  *' 
dwelling.  h  St.  Martha  maintained  her  privacy  tnXX*  Unutu  (liui^pvoal  even  during  the  Sunday 
liturgy.  Tlic  need  for  privacy  during  prayer  was  satisfied  by  the  construction  of  ruktms  vl>*p»  • 
even  in  episcopal  residences  tor  the  celebration  of  the  liturgy  in  solitude  during  »“  kd<*vs 
various  chapels,  whose  plan  suggests  they  were  Justuuanic,  attached  lo  the  chute  h  of  *hc  monastery  |,! 
St.  Catherine  in  Sinai  may  have  been  employed  for  the  celebration  ol  the  liturgy  on  werk  la  .  *  *•  ‘P** 
attached  to  larger  churches  were  also  used  for  other  purposes  Mans  had  Itinerary  I  mi  t**n.  h*  iny  •  • 1 1  • 
intended  for  the  burial  of  privileged  Christians  or  to  serve  as  martyr  ia."  ’  Justinian*  legnution  l< g  uminc*. 
the  Church’s  authority  over  private  churches  and  euktena,  recognizing  the  need  lor  pnv  «<c  nkt*t  !••» 
prayer,  while  maintaining  principles  of  Roman  law  establishing  the  incompatibility  •  t  \m  t«>  suaa  *  th 
private  ownership.2^  Sixth<cntury  papyri  mention  private  churches  and  other  fchgi*  •“  foundations 
in  cities  and  in  estates,  thereby  throwing  light  on  the  rcgulationi  and  function  ->i  private  t  »undatt  e» 
the  rights  of  founders,  details  o!  administration  and  the  endowment  and  financial  WPP**1  i*  the 

founders.22*1  , 

Usually,  texts  distinguish  between  private  churches  and  rukirrui  on  the  one  hand  and  rp«"l 

churches  and  other  pwochUl  churches  or  tuuMlk*  fkkUuai  on  the  othe.  TV. 

excavated  tulama  suggest,  that  the,  were  private  IVe  distinction  In-eve,  „  n..t  atwass  a...  ^ 

large  churches  arc  occasional!)  designated  in  inscription.  a» rukirru,.  and  ,n  papsr  • 

net  to  the  lonntkf'. *..».n|..t  IW  »«  <™“<  *”  * .  J 

into  a  church,  or  that  a  chapel  was  occasional!)  included  Kkn|lflcJ  ^  In  lb. 

possible  chapels  ,n  large  residential  complexes not  e«y. «»  ^f*1* 
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ihc  local  bishops,  the  C  hurch  ensured  that  only  bishops  could  grant  permission  for  the  construction  of 
pmitc  chapels  and  monastcncs.  Imperial  legislation,  sanctioning  the  official  position  of  the  Church, 
wis  concerned  with  four  issues:  to  ensure  bishops’  control  over  the  private  foundations,  a  means  also 
ot  presenting  the  construction  of  churches  by  heretics;  to  forbid  the  use  ot  priv  ate  churches  by  heretics; 
to  forbid  the  celebration  of  the  liturgy  in  tukterun  oikoi  and  to  designate  them  merely  as  places  for 
prayer  ( f  A*  xui  hovtj^  xaQiy  . .  <05  fv  ixpoc;  et^eodai);  and  lastly,  to  ensure  the  completion  of 
construction  work  and  to  secure  funds  provided  by  the  founders  for  the  functioning  of  private  churches  in 
the  future.  There  is  also  grow  ing  concern  in  the  sources  regarding  the  decline  of  many  of  these  pm  ate 
churches  not  long  after  they  had  been  established.  The  passage  of  time  was  a  major  factor  in  the  neglect 
w  hiJe  poor  management  of  their  finances  led  to  loss  of  their  assets.22*5  Justinian  sNovel 67  (a.  538)  explain* 
that,  although  patrons  were  eager  to  build  churches  for  their  reputation,  they  neglected  to  grant  them 
an  annuity  that  would  assure  their  maintenance.  lighting,  and  the  salaries  of  the  priests.  Thus  thanks  to 
lack  of  resources  many  churches  came  close  to  collapsing  over  the  passage  of  time.  In  the  future,  the 
founders  of  new  churches  were  to  inform  bishops  of  the  funds  they  intended  to  donate  to  their  churches. 
If  the  funds  were  not  sufficient,  they  were  to  be  invested  in  the  restoration  of  existing  churches.  Con¬ 
struction  of  new  monasteries,  churches  and  chapels  (eukierioi  oikoi)  were  to  be  undertaken  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  bishops;  they  were  to  sanction  their  construction,  and  celebrate  publicly  the 
ceremony  of  the  foundation  by  implanting  a  cross.22®6 


Christian  munificence 


Church  Fathers  and  bishops  urged  Christians  to  construct  churches.  The  construction  of  churches 
constituted  a  demonstration  of  sincere  religious  feelings,  whilst  also  strengthening  the  position  of  the 
Church.  Spiritual  rewards,  the  worldly  expectations  of  the  founders,  and  social  services  offered  to  the 
weak  were  the  anticipated  benefits  arising  from  church  construction.  John  Chrysostom  explains  the 
ideology  promoted  by  the  Church.  He  urges  landlords  to  erect  churches  on  their  estates,  instead  of  sec¬ 
ular  buildings,  markets  and  baths.  To  the  argument  that  the  return  of  the  investment  m  church  con¬ 
struction  was  small  by  comparison  to  the  expense,  John  Chrysostom  replies  that  its  reward  was  in  social 
and  spiritual  terms.  The  landlord  is  to  regard  the  church  as  a  wife  or  a  daughter  to  whom  he  has  given 
a  dowry  The  annuity  that  provided  the  church’s  future  function  was  only  a  small  part  of  his  revenue  and 
it  should  be  regarded  as  a  gift  to  God.  In  return,  the  memory  of  the  church  founder  would  be  perpetu¬ 
ally  commemorated  by  the  worshippers.  The  fields  of  the  founder  would  be  blessed  with  increased  pro¬ 
ductivity,  and  he  would  be  protected  from  all  misfortunes.  Next  to  the  worldly  benefits  were  spiritual 
benefits:  the  construction  of  a  chore h  was  a  spiritual  work,  for  the  church  is  a  plac*  for  prayer:  the  sponsor 
of  a  church  would  receive  a  long-lasting  reward  on  the  Day  of  the  Judgement.22®7 

In  the  course  of  the  early  Byzantine  period,  the  official  Church  increasingly' stressed  secular  concerns 
and  worldly  rewards  for  the  founders  of  churches  and  ecclesiastical  institutions.  Severus  explains  that 
congregations  attended  churches  in  order  to  pray.  They  presented  the  saints  with  their  requests  and 
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rre  granted  assistance,  thev 

ver  to  cover  the  cuDoUm.  .  C<1  and  received  >wnous  favours.  He  «*aed  hm  Sod  x  oo*K-***c 

K  merely  aesthetic.  TV  dotLi  4  W  °[  ,he  ctlirch  V*  ®*nvr  Oreo  is  AnoutH  The  ojwcer* 

Quest  mtiailarW  ftn  *  dOBatJO°5  abc  be  a  manifcsuuoo  of  respect  (otfric  )  He 

11  eniov  nwl  h  , P10**  ran  -d  stressed  that  thev  rewards  wJ  be  praunb  wnridy  Thes  elites 
lild JT-rk?  !**uh  *C**cmK  *nd  aii  Other  fine  things  tiw:  parents  re**«  to  kc  a  that 
i  f»  rccci%c  bnaixul  gaiav.  their  bouse  and  their  po wSI  be  bk^wed. 

f  ^  few^rded  with  a  place  in  God  s  kingdom  ^  In  \tm  text,  the  wocVib  rrw*rOi 

^cup>  major  part  ot  the  discourse.  Of  interest  aivo  is  the  etnphaus  on  the  Messing  of  the  duaoc  s 
. m‘***n8  Chjvvistom  s  arguments  There  the  reward  »  personal,  cioser  to  the  anoent 

adition  of  civic  euergetism.  while  m  Severus  Homily  u  has  shift  ec  to  being  o(  benefit  to  Lie  farub 
ponsorship  of  construction  work  associated  with  paean  temples  for  the  benefit  of  the  tpoo*or  v  fanuh* 
lembers  is  also  known  from  pagan  dedicatory  inscriptions,  but  it  was  in  the  ecdcwaMKal  literature  that 
tc  idea  became  firmly  established. “  '  At  the  same  time.  Christian  munificence  was  perceived  as  a  p«bbc 
ct.  The  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem.  Sophromus.  observed  that  the  manifold  donations  for  the  cunstrucT*xi 
nd  lavish  adornment  of  churches  primarily  intended  to  honour  the  saints  were  publicized  and  the  acts 
•f  euergetism  were  announced  in  various  triumphal ist  wavs  ( no*x\ii avr«Inr  xa; 
lcvovt££,  xai  xa^  euepytoicu;  no/.rt^o^o;  xryvnovTtcV  The  pubhc  character  of  church  construction 
yas  described  in  the  vocabulary  of  ancient  civic  euergetism  We  have  now  moved  away  from  the  sicpk 
noral  message  of  the  fourth -century  Fathers  Sophromus  employs  this  vocabulary  to  specify  the  fonn> 
if  this  euergetism  the  erection  of  lofty  churches,  their  adornment  with  various  marbles  aid  with  m ouac 
impositions  shining  as  if  they  were  made  of  gold,  bright  paintings,  gold  and  silver  objects  aid  silk  tabr» 
Ml  donors  compete  for  the  honour  of  the  martyrs  (oci6  tqv  id»v  poptuQnw  A*uaAc*w»o<xv)  de¬ 
fending  on  their  financial  situation  and  the  intensity  of  their  desire.  Each  one  w»be*  to  be  vupenor  to 
Jie  others,  thus  demonstrating  his  love  for  the  martyr,  and  hoping  to  recene  spurtual  ornaments  and 
eternal  rewards.  Even  when  in  a  text  like  this  the  emphasis  s  on  the  donors  spiritual  benehts.  the  language 
used  to  describe  Chnsnan  mumficence  is  worldly  and  panegyncal. 

mficence  or  Christian  spin  example.  Justinian*  legislation  mamtained  an  anoent 
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atc  Jj>pia\cJ  in  places  ot  wvondarv  importance.2^  In  early  monuments.  bishops  displayed  the  pride 
or  the  aik lent  benefactors  in  whose  tradition  they  still  stood,  employing  a  vocabulary  of  worldly  glory, 
rather  than  that  of  CTmstiun  humility  ,  which  might  have  been  expected.  A  funerary-  inscription  from  a 
sarcophagus  from  Laodicca  in  Asia  Minor,  dated  to  about  340  A.D  .  contains  a  bishop's  autobiography 
and  praise  for  the  construction  of  a  church.  He  was  a  member  of  the  bouie.  served  as  soldier  in  the  office 
of  the  governor  in  the  province  of  Pusidia.  and  was  married  to  the  daughter  of  a  Roman  senator.  He 
resisted  pressure  to  sacrifice  to  the  pagan  gods,  and  he  was  finally  ordained  bishop  He  constructed  a 
church  wi*h  aJJ  its  embellishments  of  stoas,  tetrastoa.  wall  paintings,  mosaics,  a  fountain  and  a  vestibule, 
and  ornamental  stonework.  He  accordingly  had  these  achievements  engraved  on  his  sarcophagus  to 
adorn  the  church  and  his  family  (ric  xoopov  ixxXqoui;  xai  tot)  y^vou;  pov).220'  Christian  authors 
cnucizc  the  excessive  construction  activities  of  some  bishops  and  complain  of  the  loss  ot  resources, 
which  could  have  been  used  to  help  the  poor  and  sick.  The  obsession  of  the  bishop  ot  Alexandria 
Theophilus  with  building  construction  (XiOopuvia)  became  legendary.  Palladius  relates  the  story  of  a 
wealths  widow  who  donated  1,000  gold  coins  to  a  priest  to  buy  clothes  for  Alexandria’s  poor  women, 
and  instructed  him  not  to  inform  bishop  Theophilus.  for  the  bishop,  she  feared,  would  spend  the  money 
on  building.  Palladius  comments  that  many  bishops  showed  real  passion  (.idfla;)  for  building,  and  they 
did  injustice  to  the  poor  by  vainly  spending  much  money  on  lavish  constructions.  They  believed  that  by 
sponsoring  the  erection  of  raised  courtyards  in  churches,  raised  pools,  baths,  etc.,  they  would  appear 
virtuous  (XV?ftcrtc*)  and  painstaking  (<piA<5;TOvoi).  and  would  thus  be  honoured.22** 

Rhetorical  works  and  inscriptions  combine  the  traditional  terminology  of  ancient  urban  benefaction 
wuh  Christian  ideology  to  describe  Christian  munificence.  For  Choncius,  the  purpose  of  erecting 
churches  was  to  preserve  and  renew  the  memory  of  pious  acts  of  holy  men.22''5  and,  in  contrast  to  the 
construction  of  other  buildings,  which  adorned  the  city,  the  construction  of  churches  added  beauty  to 
the  urban  environment  and  also  glorified  God  229h  Churches  built  by  bishop  Marcian  showed  his  piety 
and  respect  for  the  saints. Worldly  glory  of  the  sort  deriving  from  ancient  euergetism  continued  to 
be  valued,  being  placed  immediately  after  the  Christian  concept  of  piety:  the  restoration  of  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Apivstles  at  Gaza  gave  glory  (evx/ttav)  to  the  bishop.22**  Chondus  also  shows  that  the  andent 
competitive  spirit  whereby  each  individual  city  aimed  to  create  the  most  splendid  civic  buildings  had 
shifted  to  competition  to  construct  the  roost  splendid  church.  When  the  Church  of  St.  Stcphanus  was 
built  in  Gaza  by  bishop  Mardan  and  the  archon  Stcphanus.  the  other  cities  were  compelled  to  admit 
their  defeat  ( fjrrav).229* 


*  B  Hanunjrh.  Evcrgcnuno  ecdesasticn  c  Uicn  oclb  Gtordama  bizan'iru  ed  ommayide  nel  V-VIII  vxolo  TcsUmo- 
canzt  cptgrificfie.  Vetera  Ckraaonorum  (Ban)  33  flWj.  57-75.  etp.  75 
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294  p«2*fru4.  Dtsiar*  mr  la  Hr  de  Jean  Chrucmtome,  ed  A.  41  Mahngrey.  I  (Pam  19*1$),  VI  58-64  (p  132):  /nOouavia 
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•century  inver iptmnv  %t ill  express  the  pride  un  the  part  <r1  10  ih*»f  c *>r»so  Mir-n  <4 

and  the  competition  with  other  bish«*ps  The  wording  ot  tome  io*cnpu*sf»  $i*e*  the  anf 
they  had  adopted  the  spirit  of  ancient  cuergetmrn  and  replaced  the  secular  hcocf^  o>r'  Ir<  '-be 
os-iiL  inscription  ot  Diyivin  frfxn  I  egea.  dated  probably  to  the  *»xth  century  bwbi^  pcrla^4 
h  in  the  ecclesiastical  order  ot  southern  (ireece,  1%  praised  t*^r  having  ovenlwywcd  all  'be 
hops  o(  v ml  hem  Greece  with  hi*  qualities,  as  the  edifices  and  the  mosaic  .ieovraaon  *r*’  ,<c ' 
yu>v  7i()o<TTr^opui;  nAotv  lafi/juL;)  In  an  invcnptx>o  Ir'Jtn  ttx  (  hurch  *4  V  foUn 

1st  in  Gcraaa  it  is  stated  that  those  who  saw  the  chuTth  would  praise  the  b»\nop  wbo-^per  *ed 
truction  work  (IlavXov  Aixaui>^  tcK;  tin'  xoqi*vo«;  nivo r^>  trt* iy  ‘WJ  ‘ '  *Tr 

ition  made  by  the  builder  ( xm  xoG  xtukivio;  itjv  xO^vfftcKV) 2>  In  one  ot  the  most  t\at<n 
>rv  inscriptions  by  benefactor  bishops  to  survive,  in  Basilica  A  at  Nicop  ^  dj’mg  \f>  *he  ^ 

Lxth  century,  there  is  a  preference  for  the  values  of  Christian  spirituality  *nd  morality  Bwbop 

u>  built  a  church  to  gjonfy  God  «*<*  x^v,.  ,h,!c  he  hun^U  » 

7*2 'incre«*ingly  »«.ptcd  to  God  and  to  the  va.nt. 

he  Ainugiver  sherws  the  brahops  ctu^  ^  ^  ^  ^  kr^w  to  reb  ..,t 

r  drawl  on  ancient  civic  vrxabul  -  ^  to  contra*  ,t  »tth  the  •>< 

urches  deatroved  by  the  *  namt  M  ,  benet^nor  on  restored  cburcbea 

,m^ver.  *ho  chose  thc  repMlaUon ^ » truly  bte*«r  TV 

Ted  that  Christ  write  h*  name  £  *  »d  ooo-ttnev  St  Jota  the 

giver  J«-qu're  ixuKvnm)  through  good  deeds  procun.  m  h»  » 

vv  ft;  oU&vo?  M  of  course,  the  emperor  (Figure  ^  c 

n,e  benefactor  £ pl£t>  budding  and  re^onng  cbtuehes  ^  m  ^  c 

,aMUS  PTuVsdcn„anus.  the  length  uimb^  ,nlr‘^,*’“  h  *y»botao  that 

non  ^  ,he  emperor  and  the  a~,0CT1^!^0f^e  Church  of  Si  Sophia  surpo^d 


u,tm«n  s  legend  ; 

of  Solomon  may  h* 

_ _ _ _ _ M)0.the® 

*»<* 

^  s,kopolw  *7  BO  621iw*^c**rw'‘ 

„wf  Mo****  41  I  (Bow  I9n.  *° 

iiO(a403)  <y  u.44 (p  464) 
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•wavttm  an  »s  mi  sixth a  vn  r^ 


Hi 


'-T>  «.V  CbuKh  ,,  S,  J,*.  *  Ephcsuv  hud.  K 


w  c4 1 V 


®pofu|  anipk 


Vhk  u  *  lu\Unufl  *  t\he\J  u>  , k- _ 

*"“*"*“  ■«  W«  no.  pokMbjc  Jannf  tbc  *'  ° lmr,lcd  w 4 «*««*»!  of 

■  >f  tK-  firvi  urk  » *t  he  rcsfi  *fc*l  •  hen  it  h j J  U||<n  lntll  j  '  mP<r"r-  l'»  »n>  church  either  to  he  hu.h 

uiKv^.-.um.bo.M.evtnp.n^.he  R.  aun  rmi'.rc  ,v  ,  *****  *  ■'*»  w>pen*J  funds,  not  *W 

Wotmucd  to  the.,  munitkcvr  tht,  u ,h  "J  k  ,n',K'i*,e'  ,h“*  P™**  »- 

Kh  ihu,kh  UW'W»»  (Xttta  ho.orr,  the 


-  -  »  «M  I  Jt)  4  |»  (  ~ -  ^  t_  4  - __ 

.V'T  w  ^ °* — — «*»—  *  JTSZ'iZ**  '****  '**>  l  tr  4,^.v  ^ 

‘  1  °*  '*£*'**  *  —  *■«*  o  U*t  ,  ,^um,^TT^*  *  *»"*'  <UuA»  |Wl  Wv  41 

4  ««  Mew,  r.  j*  **  -J  «w  iVt  ,*  s  row*»  .« 

” IVorv^M.  t* ~a» »  US  a*  we ,4»  •  4, *. 

^  ^vw4u-- ^  r^w, 


on  tons  is  i * 


ewicnoe  fs^m*  to  xn  irw 

DOtfe*  Ot  (OftltKAt 


kR|  iMert\i 


AS 


**■  of  hcv"uUr 

lhc  mvWI  (UMHB 


vsr> 


OCTOn  m 


,A%ttk4l 


f«ClY«*f>  MVl  »•* 


P4H  4^ 

.1  1  _ 

ol  ihc  u.\th  ctoturv  *  a>  JuIvaaa  Afiftli.  I  p***0  '  **' 
*ts  vli'fli^cv)  N  luUuu  un  het  crcviKU  t»(  the  l  burch  •*(  SI 
Kb  stood  o*  ihc  \»<  ot  An  c*rlier  churvh  txult  tx  1 

)ttl> a  %  *randrvsiber  TV  erntrd  theme  ot  ihc  kc^tfcy  c^gtuv  » tht  ^YttVAM <*  iubm  ^  iw»  ^ 
.M  hemU  Aivi  the  aov^eiKkntN  ol  Vi  timuh  Her  woets  *  ire  etcnulh  rememlKr^l  \  ^  tbc  •t'ti'  ^ 


Pnvwc  cbuitb  benclAc 
ot  the  4<u>kv^  vtrcv^Mhc  |teneco 
p4'heikta>  ibcrwccn  5^4-5 T*\  »h| 


picts  aic  fkm  hivivkn.  i>h\i>ioQ  ^*ih  not  ^ucneh  the  lahxtn  ol  bene  been:  wtx  uc 

Folkxi^  h  her  cwxi  wivts  aO  the  footstep*  of  het  pirfidh  she  miit  the  tine 
of  her  net  immoctAl  aIvaxx  a  Ailing  tn  the  «hek  pAih  ot  pen  Ihcreh're  a!>  x 
\en  am>  v'(  the  HciKoty  Ku\<  lo  \»ts'cn  \he  janc  c»n\  or  built  tetspkv  pre^ne  ftef 
gUvth  wuh  her  v'n  And  bo  d*U|ihtcrv.  And  mii>  the  uumea-suraNc  fbes  >rt  the  roo»t 
beneficent  Umth  tumvt  U<^  an  the  Sun  droe*  hi%burmi\|  *.iur*x  '*4-* I  ’ 

It  b  onh  in  the  Ust  three  lino  of  ihe  unenpaon  at  the  enttmnee  »'t  the  church  out^dc  tV 
that  Julian*'*  muiuficenct  o  w*td  ftv>at  a  putch  I'hnrtM  pcrNpea^e. lunc-^  tr>  r^At?  ^  ; 
rcsvanl  aftci  death 

Such » the l*out  th4l  Julun.. «n« 4 a^ldtlM «»nn *,w«r whcdl M 
the  wub <M  he.  puentv  »<vl  l«  he.  ,mu  Utc  4txl  to*  th.t  0k«  **o «  wd*« 

be  fss  "i*  'ht  *  1 

WotUK  +»  ^ch  the  ««toc«  heueUct,.  t- 

tco'emreJ  mom,.**  M  CWun  mu»Ac«ce  « At  _  fBT^ 

of  the  Church  of  S.  Mw«*  Buk^“  ^  ^  'ta  ^  s  <m»  oaou.^  «  ^  ^  - 1  h 

ho,  n.4l  hne*$c  Sc.  ^  ^ 

«  Uuh««  W  -  ^  IM-n.evl  ,n  ^  ^ 

hco*ccn  the  pc^uUtaW* U  ^  the  M?***££Z 

x,o  .ho  x4*  ^  «*  .he  p«— 

.  hah)  -  op«  Nx>h  ou 'J^^£ *  *  **T 

U«*  ■ »-•  <*»  s— - « *-■  '£z£Z£T 

.„ .•« « >»<  ~r  TJLX-  c  o^.*^  -  2TSJT*  »*  •  * 


tVHH' 


pc»'  ’ — • 

******  * 


-xtvW 


in  " 


yx’ 

1Ytf 


A  R  f 


^  /  ✓  # 


:  :  ' 


4Ji 


fm  UY/Ahnm  art  m  rw  iixrmurr*  ry 


$1  in  (  #o  «  r  ih*f  aiJI  o^nfrifnv/fili  hu  for  cvcff  .iiwl  bring  him 

■*i  !►*  /  «ih  fn  ‘fuytih |  dAt^i/rv  /rvofi/i  Or^/it  xi/1  /I^O^TVtyiM  <Wil^(lj^(TOfVi  2^11 

•  •  |’ifi«nm  MinifTKiriMriiiirii  tU>r»iinttm  at  we.iPhy  tUrtiGft  %h*/w  that  intent c  vxular 
«»•»»•  *(•  •!  4imiiM  f4i*  fttuiuhcfr**  '  '  In* 'tr*  (4  fh^ro  H  m  u.iicd  /hat  the  rca*>n\  far  church  uam  ^ 
./  fumoiimig  /  **!  tptrtiusl  htrrfii'  ih*  hope  l«ify  nc.td  ■  *iJJ  he  answered  thr-  ,u  k  *  f< 


o-i 


n</,.  (M  (m>ii  all  nttilnlii  familiar  ttofn  eafltef  teff* 


***§"  prayer 


fh'iM  imog  he  King  ttl  King *,  f  h/ht  with  hn  worki,  /utfirn.in  buiJf  fhit  glorious 

teinjii*  i ••  f  <  i#r  an. I  f't ul,  fi»r  by  giving  honour  to  Hi b  servant*  a  m«in  offereth  g/c  ir 

f*.  Hm-  king  Him*  ir  More  li  profit  for  the  aouJ  and  for  the  eyes  f^r  <  K^grt 

**/' ,"'h  n‘ ' ,l,,a’’  h»l*f»y*fV  *«l  U*e  y«v  in  looking *|  the  beauty  and  u>len.l«„jr 
of  me  hti||%r 

I.t  « . ^I  m r I r« "h.  r M "7  ' *  ' ^ “ 1  "**  of  prayer,  from  the  liturgy  ft  fo,  example.  -fur  the  s*Jv», 

*  Ih.  wall,  ,,f  s, <en'U,>  m"na“r,>-  fl’un‘,c*J  »V  -mtiKtr,,  M«na 
p*sun.,i„  ul  the  t|,M  ,,  '  ,  ‘  1  "rrn",*,l"m  ,el4,,lmg  the  spiritual  and  worldly  «- 

('  )  /ewimm.  .liu,ti„„  Md\.7n.Lrt  C/4tf '  i"  w  w,d  to  commemortte 

wpwfrst  i  karM,  p«to.  4vnU)t|««g)  of  Mft  Qm  bo«  (Mm 

ltlr"  H*"*1  ■  through  lh« 

am  vrvui.Mhr  in  ,PfoW«,h)n  for  the  ex-prefect  John 

—i*"*- . .  *«....  ;,i  . * . - 

•oe.ge„.n,  u,  juedJ!,n*nily  (  WoUTeons'  to  churches  present  Chnstun 

•.-I .on  •  ♦  w,,h 

«»JC  br,Kla...u.  •ttitudri  A  m^or  vynih.  t  y,  ' ^  V*  10  ,hf  v.vbuUr>  expre^ng 

whKhk.,  <t.  weft* '  ’  '  m,ht  lerm^i^t. 

.  v'*«  '“*»"pin>rv»  menth.ui  Ibrglveoeu  i  '^4nl,,“'  inscriptions  it  simply  indicates 

i.ov  V\)Ho»v,  or  cyrtthionoov  lA-  a.^  ’  ovyyoviiotu^  Anoytubv.  vnlq 

I-  «rvMvnM.|.  .^Wftao  ^M.ht'of  the^h  /W,hcf  tormulal.on  » 

..Hhx  jhs  '.'her  iftn  ..  Iit  WKK0(  ^  W » a  »uch  hleas  shtnc  on  Jewish 

cue.geto,,,  „  uu,  (Voru,  A)(VlM  ^  u  ,hc  «h»t  .Inking  diflcrcnce  from  anacm 

b^""  *  **  •*«  '»^«t  names  were  anyway  wr  7  ^  10  ,CnWin  ^">mous.  pro^My 

'  ^  ^  of  Life  formulation  i, 

•"^JiuaBtA 


«■'  "  1  W  'w,  •.  yy  _ 


IVu 

h»a.*ia»,ir(-m 

I /*-*& I ;  ,  UwaM  |WI)  alu 
»«0(4  Jij» 

W  yt> oaui.  o 


’  WtS  IN  I  R2A.S  SFV 


I  vM 


■VUXTXfl  TO 


ni*a 


ia  Many  —i  npnrT  cwmb 

njn-o  tjvHB  tuners  «*crgjcjn» 


M^ndard  ov  or  tl^  o;  oiArv  a 

fonnula  *  *  The  trend  comadcs  wuh  the  disappearance  of  L _ 

t -m  she  end  of  .he  sixth  centurv  This  nwv  be  i  ounifeiiatioQ  of  Chntuao  mo»k<>  of  it  nuo  ^  rv*dc®>>| 
of  the  trend  Hy  ahich  onh  the  Chnstun  name  was  used,  thus  making  it  «npo^«b4e  to  tdeoofv  the  pen*'^ 
in  question.  The  assumption  *as.  of  enurse.  that  the  deceased  w^s  known  to  God  akxte.  ax>d  that  <*'f  h  *■ 
more  was  necessary  Individual  donors,  espeoalh  those  of  the  middle  and  low  dassev  .^icn  'f"n*,rc 
part  of  the  construction  or  reoovation  work  on  churcho  Some  mscnpUcMis  mentx^o  the  amouni  p*j 
for  k  specified  part  of  the  church  decoration  and  the  dooor’s  vows  32 

By  the  sixth  century,  the  expressions  of  munificence  on  the  part  of  benefactors  m  nv  1 
inscr.ptions  had  assumed  a  purely  Christian  character  They  stress  the  spiritual  beoef.a  w 
from  financing  the  construction  of  churchev  salvation  of  the  donors  soub  and  of  the  ^ 

families,  they  acknowledge  that  a  wish  has  been  granted  and  in  recognition  "!  V  dU  ^  ^ 
construction  or  renovation  work  on  churches  33  Christian  munificence  cootrutt  ^  maicnal 

woenl  civic  eucrgelism.  While  the  p»gans  concern .olth  lemponl  gM>  ind  uwa 

rewards  for  a  doolUoo.  ibe  Chmtiam  principal  aim  w*s  to  recene  s^v*  >■  fil  w  ^ 

parents,  while  pagan  munificence  » as  usually  exclusivetv  penonaL  the  ^  a>oceno  ([,« 

f  amity  Once  again  il  becomes  evident  Iba.  Christian. ly  had  shilled  ^  rcw(J, 

secular  buildmg.  and  the  temporal  glorv  assocuted  with  it.  to r' ' '** -nI^^*^hbc  bs.dd.ng  After  the 
after  death  Indeed,  church  construct™  was  -crcasinglv  tcp  as  ^  * ,x.them  V»-  lw*el 

reign  of  Ju-stmiaa  tnscnptKins from  the  provinces  of  ^  ^  indicate  tftt  atawst  ft 

and  Iordan which  have  proved  more  the  evsder«  » e.ther 

(be  construction  protects  undertaken  were  e  out’-35*  Of  mayw  unporvince  t.  'he 

inconclusive  or  indicates  Uia, 

porticoes,  markets  and  baths  were 

_ -  _  runtim****—- ***.!~'t 

- - -  ,  \1u  s  r kttdari  Ok*t**>  \cmel  U*  a 

«■  Ph.1  S'  ««  WCJ*  Of  *vsbot**w  w  «  *  J*«  •  ^ *■  «•" 

,4,o  ip  w>. 

A-.mAlii'0ouIoo  Ati»k4.  DoOM^  i«8).  v> 

fawd. th«>«  ^ 0Wtrt^o, » o. ,_^ri  "*"^1*,,^-"'' 

_ _ u  (of  ibe  pwip0** "  ^4*  /i<Vy  5’ ^  tteJaeW' 

3=  .  VV!X»»  IAVI*6 

OBK^I'  »>J.  ^waouwis*  I*1  .  rm,^« 

.,.-4  t  p«F*rhK  ..  a.  4C>lC  Iffl''**4 

'IVJI*  a.A— ~il'" 

^  ’•  ,it>u  ^  1 — ■  ^ 

'  ^Hw«e  »  Py,t*d,W  -  Cj- 0*s  tw.t-"4** 

*' “  d«  Orr*»~  ft  -*  " 


IT7-2SI 
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it 


41* 


THL  B)  ZAVTINF  CITY  IN  THE  SIXTH  Ct NTT  RY 


ICl,h41  *?,J  a,rnn,c,TH,^*€  his  name  for  ever  and  bring  him  hcav 

Other  crv,nl  ^ 

mtitiv.ncdami.^r.in.  rn^n'*!'"  '  ^  *nillJO,li  °f  *<r*)chv  donors  show  that  intense  secular  cone 

irv  levied  honouri/i*  r  1^”"^  ln  **”*  o(  lhc,n  11  »  that  the  reasons  for  church  construe 
J  T-  ^  ^  needs  will  he  answered  through  pn 

til  notions  familiar  from  earlier  texts 

i .  1  lf»  ^ni1  *  hrist.  with  his  works.  Justinian  built  this  glonous 

i  ^  C  *  w  T  Mn^  *>au** *or  ^  Kt'tng  honour  to  His  servants  a  man  offercth  great 
gk>r>  r.»  t.  c  Kang  Himself.  Here  is  profit  for  the  soul  and  for  the  eves  Let  each  get 

.  .  ^  5?^  of  hs  h»  praycrv  and  take  joy  in  looking  at  the  beauty  and  splendour 

of  the  house.1315 


.  *fl*^»ptJons  repeat  the  wording  of  prayers  from  the  liturgy,  as.  for  example,  “for  the  sahatic 
*3,?  !**  h0fK  0t  k'ag  We  for  thc  maslcn"  (ww#  com^io;  xoi  jiaxcKTrui^rvocux;  td/v  Aran* 
K  f  ,  nUrabcr  of  mscnPUoo#  from  lhc  sixth<cntury  monastery,  founded  by  the  aristocrat  Man; 
'  *  **  ^cythopolix  arc  nch  in  elaborate  formulations  regarding  thc  spiritual  and  worldly  c : 

pcctatK*ns  of  the  upper  class  donors  In  one.  the  benefaction  (.^oo^a)  is  said  to  commemorat 
( •  wo  i-'ttntk)  Zosimus,  iihistrius.  and  to  ensure  his  perfect  rest  in  Christ  (XOI  T£k£UI£  £v  XflUTTf 
-t.Tin  "»'  *,)  und  the  salvation  and  vuernur  (x«i  oumviu;  xai  dvrUnvf*»c)  of  John,  the  most  glonou 
o  prefect,  and  of  lurmes  Peter  and  komts  Anaslasius  and  of  their  blessed  house  (olsco*).  through  tb 
pni>m  of  the  vunLs  In  another  inscription  the  donor  asks  for  God  s  protection  for  the  ex-prefect  Joh 
and  h»  Nosed  otkoa  (iw  tt|  xnt  rWrurpit;  ytrvof-).  through  the  prayers  of  the  saints.  In  another,  meres  i 
asked  for  Mona  and  her  son  Maximus  and  rest  for  their  parents.2*'7 

Mot  of  the  inscriptions  in  the  sixth  century  commemorating  donations  to  churches  present  Chnstiai 
euergetesm  in  predominantly  Christian  terms,  and  in  many  ways  they  contrast  with  ancient  civic  eucr 
getism  -  ’  They  also  show  an  evolution  from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth  century  in  the  vocabulary  expressim 
the  benefactors’  attitudes  A  major  significant  change  is  to  be  observed  in  the  use  of  the  term  (piXoujiui 
which  lost  its  ancient  meaning  of  love  of  honour,  so  that  in  the  Byzantine  inscriptions  it  simply  indicate: 
a  donation.-  Some  inscriptions  mention  forgiveness  of  sms  (Onip  av-^cuprjoEu^  ftjiaptulrv.  v,te< 
T.’rv  ujutpru’/v.  or  <n-/*wpr)oov  ta;  ajitxptia;).  and  salvation  (in fp  oorrrjpio;)  of  benefactor 
and  tbetr  children,  and  of  then  deceased  parents  (u.xrp  dva.-iauoeu*;).23*  Another  formulation  i: 

or  vnrp  MVTjpTjs.  or  notrjoov  (Xtcx;  Most  of  the  formulas  projecting  such  ideas  draw  on  Jewish 
coocepts  rather  than  on  the  ancient  cuergetic  tradition.  But  the  most  striking  difference  from  anciem 
euergetism  a  that  many  Christian  donors  in  the  sixth  century  wished  to  remain  anonvmous.  probably 
because  it  was  believed  that  their  names  were  anyway  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.  The  formulation  is 
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fcCHEsrst 
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ve^;olt>rv(. 


standard:  cn-  oi 

*  *aur 

formuJa.“i;i  The  trend  i  to  ervo 

from  the  end  ol  the  smK  JlDC>dcs  ibe  (Wyocorarsl.  ^  JTV°u<1Ta  «»cnpuoo»  cootaxn  tb» 
ol  the  trend  by  ^  ^  - ^aa-e.  hoc  k«»y 

in  question  The  assuZ/  ^  Chnsain  •»  usej.  -h  *®*^a*^"  i™****™ 
Option  of  courv  »k  ».  X  nuking  u  cmpLAsjbie  to  ideaub  tbc  perwc 
more  was  nece«ary.  Indiv^  ***"«' « ^  God  ak^  and  that  ^ 

parr  of  thc  construction  or  rc0Os  ^  o(  the  tmddk:  and  low  often  powered 

for  a  specified  pan  of  the  church  ^  «*cnp*>«»  mention  the  amount  paid 

B>  lhc  sixth  century  the  ex^T  ^  ^  ^ 

inscriptions  had  assumed  a  purcK  Ch  mumficence  on  the  pan  of  be oe factors  ui  most  of  the 

from  financing  the  construction  of ..  C^araclcr*"^cv  s*re*»  the  spiritual  benefits  to  be  expected 

families;  they  acknowledge  that  a  %  S4^’alJoo  <'f  the  dooorV  souls  and  of  thc  members  of  their 

construction  or  renovation  work2  *  u  ^  8ranle^  ***  m  rccoP“'*°o  of  grautude  they  sponsor 

ancient  civic  euergetism  While  C  ^  ^  ' Chnstlan  munificence  contrasts  radically  with  earlier 

rewards  for  a  donation  the  OiriJUT  C°°CCni  ^  ^  lctnPoal  ***>•  ^  apeoatwo  of  material 
r  Oiristians  principal  aim  was  to  receive  sahatioo  for  the tmcS^s  and  their 

parrntv  whje  pagan  mumfictncc  usiaBv  odus^b  pervoruL  the  Chnstians  m.v*ed  oo  benefit  to  the 
^  ^>CC0incs  evident  that  Christianity  had  shifted  people  s  interests  and  ooooerns  from 
sc  ar  i  ing,  and  thc  temporal  glory  associated  with  it  to  religious  constructions  and  spinrual  rewards 
after  death.  Indeed,  church  construction  w  as  increasingly  replacing  ancient  public  budding  After  thc 
reign  of  Justinian,  inscriptions  from  the  provinces  of  Palaestma  and  Arabia  (todas  s  southern  Syria.  Israel 
and  Jordan),  whjch  have  provided  more  inscriptions  than  any  other  province,  indicate  that  almost  ail 
thc  construction  projects  undertaken  were  ecclesiastical  For  secular  construction  thc  evidence  is  either 
inconclusive  or  indicates  that  only  restoration  work  was  carried  out23**  Of  major  importance  is  the 
evidence  showing  that  contributions  by  the  Apioos  were  directed  to  churches  in  areas  where  they  ponessed 
land  and  were  more  numerous  than  those  allocated  to  city  institutions 

Aristocratic  benefactors  who  in  the  past  were  commemorated  m  statuary  in  public  places,  such  as 
porticoes,  markets  and  baths  were  now  commemorated  in  churches  336  They  arc  represented  together 
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Avofxliog  io  John  of  EphcMis.  the  construction  expenses  of  churches  and  monasteries  in  newly 
ciwcrtcJ  viiUgo,  where  private  donations  were  not  possible,  were  met  partly  by  imperial  funding  and 
pArtb  S  Utcv^  The  construction  of  private  churches  and  monasteries  also  promoted  a  community 
sxnt  because  ir  was  accomplished  through  the  cooperate  c  efforts  of  the  community  .  John  Chrysostom 
J  the  landlords  to  build  at  least  one  small  church  or  to  begin  the  construction  of  one,  so  that  others, 
*  issixu  to  compete  (uudiXav  .Toirjoaotte  tov  .*r^a'^iaTOc),  would  complete  the  construction  by  adding 
and  \anous  other  appendages.1341  Other  texts  show  how  people,  monks  and  artisans  contributed 
w  mWu man  work,  in  some  cases  after  they  had  been  miraculously  cured  from  diseases  by  local 

Justinian  stipulated  that  il  the  heirs  of  a  deceased  donor  did  not  continue  the  construction 
w<  'k  of  the  sponsored  church,  and  if  the  bishops  showed  neglect,  then  the  metropolitan  or  the  arch- 
"'isfcop  should  cv  riplcre  the  work  and  any  citizen  who  wished  could  contribute.  Since  the  work  of  piety 
was  a  matter  that  affected  the  whole  community,  its  completion  was  also  a  responsibility  of  the  com- 
.Turjry  -'*•*  Here  oHigation  toward  private  religious  foundations  is  not  justified  in  legal  terms.  Rather, 
it  is  conveyed  in  terms  of  the  social  functions  of  private  churches.  Private  and  public  blur  both  in  terms 
or  religious  function  and  status.2344  and  in  terms  of  financial  sponsorship.  Religious  confraternities 
ipfcZcic  n.  spotuiuuK  phiioponoi)  were  also  invoked.2345  Finally,  the  universal  function  of  the  churches 
hx-e  pUved  a  role  in  the  creation  of  this  spirit  of  community  obligation  in  relation  to  church  con¬ 
struction  In  contrast  to  the  public  and  exclusive  character  of  the  ancient  urban  temples  -  exclusive 
'‘ince  the  majontv  of  peasants  and  strangers  w  ere  excluded  -  the  role  of  the  Christian  churches  was  private 
and  universal.  Architecturally,  too.  the  churches  in  smaller  towns  did  not  resemble  public  buildings,  being 
datinguished  from  pm  ate  houses  only  by  the  red  tiles  of  their  roofs.234*  The  universal  character  of  the 
churches  is  also  apparent  in  some  dedicatory  inscriptions,  where  the  vow  for  mercy  and  salvation  extends 
Io  'all  the  people*. 2547 


Churches:  the  new  urban  foci 

C "hurdles  marked  the  urban  landscape  as  major  architectural  units  and  became  points  of  reference 
in  urban  topography  The  ancient  names  of  streets  were  abandoned  and  replaced  with  the  names  of  local 
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hurthes,  as,  for  examolc  h  6  * 

koNdgov.  xftc  V(!''  ^ V'I°H tV, fr/ui;  u,'  trpi’ 

diddle  Ages  the  bath  *  >  OT(ww>w.  The  only  ancient  urban  institution  that  vurvrved  in  the 
trangers.2349  Mcr  h  '  ***  JrC^uenl^  ^u‘*1  ad)accnt  to  churches,  so  as  to  serve  the  poor,  the  iick  and 
1390  i  3nlS  Csla^*^cd  their  booths  outside  churches  and  void  product*  to  worship 

,  iw«mrnt  .kC°fU^  con^nns  l^c  *nfomuuon  of  the  written  sources  the  marks  of  posthole*  on  the 
.  C  orum  Caesarea  and  in  Philippi  in  Greece,  punt  to  the  location  of  merchant* 

.  t  s  associated ^with  churches.^*  •  Often  pla/as  and  exedrai  with  permanent  markets  were 
n  ront  of  churches  ^  -  Around  early  By7antine  churches,  new  centres  of  economic  and  social 
1  ^Crc  crcalc<*«  *n  many  sites  shops  arc  found  next  to  churches  and  they  were  either  owned  by 

e  urc  or  served  the  C  hnstians  who  visited  them.  The  connection  of  churches  with  the  production 
ind  dtstribut  ion  of  goods  through  shops  and  workshops  continues  a  pagan  tradition  Pagan  lempics  op- 
.rated  workshops  to  produce  goods  to  serve  the  temples’  needs  or  those  of  the  worshippers.^1  The 
purees,  particularly  papyri,  show,  however,  that  in  the  Christian  era  the  economic  activities  of  the 
church  increased  greatly  and  were  widespread  in  comparison  with  those  of  pagan  temples. 
rharitable  institutions  attached  to  churches  included  space  for  various  economic  acirvitie*.  especially 
»tores  where  wheat,  oil.  wine  and  other  products  for  distribution  to  the  poor  were  kept  P54  Archaeol¬ 
ogy  illustrates  the  economic  activities  of  churches,  and  those  organized  around  them  For  cxar^le 
there  was  a  large  building,  probably  the  bishop's  palace,  with  a  basement  and  two  storeys  adjoining  the 
Basilica  Chrysopolitissa  in  Paphos.  Cyprus.  The  basement  was  used  as  a  store  for  mosah.  tesserae,  pot¬ 
tery  and  olives.“u<  A  glass  shop  and  a  large  pottery  shop  were  established  near  Basilica  B  in  Thesiaiian 
Thebes  (Nea  Anchialos)  at  the  end  of  the  Fifth  century.  The  buildings  attached  to  Basilica  C  located  at 
the  city’s  northwest  comer,  were  centres  of  production  and  trade  ot  charitable  institutions.  Also  at 
Philippi  the  bishop’s  complex,  with  numerous  adjoining  buildings,  was  a  centre  of  economic  activi¬ 
ties.2357  Inscribed  sets  of  scales  identifying  ownership  of  churches  have  often  been  found  an^  Nj^g^st 
economic  activities  connected  with  churches.  Furthermore,  amphorae  have  been  found  with  mscriptKms 
indicating  that  they  belonged  to  the  Church  and  that  the  content  was  produced  on  Church  estates.-  At 
Gerasa.  in  the  centre  of  the  courtyard  of  the  temple  of  Artemis,  next  to  the  central  ecclesiastical  complex 
of  the  cathedral,  shops  were  built  in  the  fifth  to  sixth  century  to  the  northeast,  between  the  car  A,  and  the 
monumental  staircase,  and  to  the  east.  Lamps  and  lamp  moulds  with  Christian  dttorauon  were  ound  m 
the  potters  shop  in  the  court  of  the  temple  of  Artemis  dating  to  the  end  of  the  fifth  century .  wd  were 
IrSng 2d  o  Christians  sis, ting  the  adjacent  cathedral.  North  of  the  cathedral  and  the  ounum 
,0U  >  11..  nrrwtnrfinn  date  to  after  the  sixth  century  In  the  area  between  the  atrium  of 
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«fw  i  hunhof  si  I  tKMOi.no  « i  hJ  th«  trnspleof  Artemis.  Mouse  \  belonged  to  a  pest  ter  or  lamp-maker,  a* 

u\.  p  .'s<\  Plan  ’y)  •  '*  Similar  art  AngemenU  also  appear  in  small  towni  of  the  last.  At 

V4WM  «  intiw!  Nv*cv  hs.  Med  between  Philadelphia  .uul  Rostru  (50  km  northeast  ol  Amman),  two  of  the 
*ivbt '  both  vnh  I' m  ijmrt,  h.ul  adjacent  shops  and  other  structures.  It  has  been  observed  that. 
«'o*v  vburv  S\  '  wvw  <  >t.d>hsbcd  .11  s.imi.i,  thc\  organized  various  economic  activities  in  their  immediate 
v t\  i •  f \  v*  ?h<  impact  of  l  hnstiaiutv  on  the  economy  of  the  Negev  cities  vv.ls  major,  and  it  has  been 
'v  ih  \t  ib<  di  vTlopmcnt  of  monastic  communities  in  the  desert  and  the  construction  of  urban 

chimb*  s  Kivnint  1  »r  the  flourishing  of  these  urban  centres  ^  rhe  sponsorship  of  economic  activities  by 
tb*‘  1  ^urv h  w  *\  .1  genet  il  phenomenon  m  the  I  ast  and  in  the  West,  where  part  of  the  empire’s  production 
centres  tor  potters  gUs>  and  btivks  were  connected  with  churches/ 

Moi  tge  room*  for  agnctiltuv.il  prinluvc  and  inst  alia  lions  lor  processing  agricultural  products,  such 
as  i'd  and  wine  presses,  were  also  operated  by  the  Church  I  samples  arc  known  from  various  cities, 
although  arxhaeoUvgK  d  reports  do  not  always  oiler  precise  dating,  and  some  appear  to  have  been 
C'i  shed  m  the  pcrusl  of  profound  urban  crisis  during  the  invasions  Among  such  finds  are  storage 
rvx  n\  in  Hk  bishop  s  complex  of  the  Octagon  at  Philippi  and  wine  presses,  a  w  ine  press  in  a  room 
adjoining  the  atrium  ol  the  basilica  of  Hum  outside  the  walls  dating  to  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century, 
w'  'e  ard  ol  \<  presses  bv  the  wall  of  l  ouloudies  to  the  northwest  of  the  bishop’s  palace,  and  large  oil 
%i>d  w  .  presses  mi  the  bishop  \  complex  at  Salona  Furthermore,  in  the  large  Gymnasium  of  Samos 
two  earh  t*\  .art me  basilicas  were  built  One.  dating  to  the  reign  of  Justinian,  was  part  of  a  large  monastic 
ii'mpk  \  w  eh  4  b.ivijca  atrium,  baptistery  a  banqueting  hall,  a  cemetery,  and  rooms.  There  were  also 
''  1  l"K* M  I'^  ss  v  *tor  age  rooms  exHUammg  amphor  ic  lor  processing  grain,  and  a  kiln  lor  the  production 
of  re  t'bs^r\.%t:ons  of  the  type  of  amphorae  used  for  storage  suggest  that  they  may  have  been  used 
suppS  the  arms  *  lTie  famous  Muilene  in  S.danm-Constantia  in  Cyprus,  close  to  the  basilica  of 
campa-  ''fv«r4  wa*  1  rwv>  storey  luxurv  palace.  It  became  the  bishop’s  administrative  centre  with  an 
aifttotkv  htM.  a  chapel  n  the  basement.  and  shops  on  the  southern  side  An  inscription  on  the  northern 
P'.  'kv  of  the  court  yvumn*  kitgo  refers  to  the  grain  lax  due  After  its  abandonment,  an  oil  press  was 
exta  '  *'hvV  »n  the  pal.wc  \t  Pevu  Xgios  Gcorgios  in  Cyprus,  an  olive  press  operated  in  the  annexes  of 
Hav  m(  ^  S11  itfaiN  just  south  of  the  temple  of  Aphrodisias.  which  had  been  converted  into  a 
*h“  iJv  ih*  but  Mm*  that  has  been  identified  with  some  reservations  as  the  bishop s  palace,  was  later 
Tvned  nto  a  enure  Kn  the  production  of  wine  and  otovc  oil  Numerous  puhoi  and  w  me  and  oliv c  presses 
were  Kv\l  there  Vn  od  press  w  as  established  tn  a  cave  at  Gcrasa.  west  of  the  atrium  of  the  Church  of 
v  IVsxdorc  proK»Ns  tfter  the  construction  of  the  church  m  the  end  of  the  fifth  century.23*5 
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(  HtRCHF  S  IN  t  RBAN  SPACX  AND  UFt 

.  ^  seated  *n  the  countryside  in  villages  or  at  some  distance  from  settlements  were  * 

presses,  f  or  example,  a  room  with  an  olive  prev.  was  attached  to  the  atrium  of  the  C  hurt-1 
acc  us  in  the  countryside  near  Kh  Sheikh  *  Ah  Mahkina  in  Jordan  I  identified  as  Betomc  Igeo'  *° 
area  o  D^polis  and  depicted  on  the  Madaba  map)  and  operated  in  the  Byzantine  and  t 
periods.  Monasteries  in  urban  centres  were  also  equipped  with  installations  for  pcoceawng  agr 
products,  mills  and  prevses  For  example,  a  hospice  for  pilgrims  included  a  astern  and  an 
the  Justinianic  wall,  at  Tibenas,  on  top  of  Mount  Berenice  Ai  Shivta  (Esbeita)  in  the  N 
with  agricultural  stmcturcs  w/crc  attached  to  the  North  Church,  which  was  probarfy  a 
Monastic  communities,  both  in  the  countryside  and  in  cities,  had  all  the  fitungs  and  supplies  of  j  mi ci 
economy,  which  offered  the  community  self-sufficiency  and  alleviation  from  external  ameers  *  *  j 
dition,  the  urban  pipulation  relied  on  the  food  supplies  of  monastenev  especially  during  p<n 
famine  and  enemy  invasions.  During  the  Persian  attack  on  Axnaseia.  the  inhabitants  of  the  surr  * 
areas  and  cities  sought  refuge  inside  the  walls.  The  hagiogjapbcr  of  the  Life  of  St.  Lutychiuv  explains  tna 
they  did  not  rely  so  much  on  the  city’s  fortifications  as  on  the  saint's  prayers  a  statement  w  tv**  mear..  it 
is  made  clear  by  ihc  reference  to  supplies  in  the  monastery  of  the  saint,  capable  of  feeding  nrun>  pe-  -pU. 

In  recent  studies,  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  agricultural  activities  in  which  churches  and  n*  «u> 
tenes  were  involved.  The  scope  of  these  activities  included  t ceding  their  own  members  ^  those  ta  net 
through  philanthropic  institutions  and  exporting  foodstuffs/**  In  North  African  cities  in 
Tnpolitama.  oil  presses  appear  in  the  urban  centres  dunng  the  Vandal  and  Byzantine  penotb ^ 
presses  are  dated,  and  they  belong  to  the  sixth  to  seventh  centuries  These  were  attached  fe 
were  located  in  various  sites  of  the  dues,  in  the  forum,  in  residential  districts  and  on  ’.he  aly  penpbcij 
The  Church  was  clearlv  the  major  force  in  organizing  production  activities  dunng  this  per* 

Churches  were  more  than  places  for  prayer  and  opportumi.o  for  bu«ne«.  or  cen  -  ^ 

duction  or  distribution  of  goods.  Announcements  of  mterest  to  the  oo«muo^  (JecwJ 

and  from  the  fifth  century  unpenal  decrees  were  announced  to  t  pu  b  ^ 

were  inscribed  in  the  churches  of  the  Virgin  and  of  St  loW of  «M 
b rations  of  other  joyful  pubhc  esents  were  organued  m  dm  /  refuUrt>  every  FrxU,  « 

officers  were  alss,  held  tn  churche.  Tb. « ^  of  charge  Tin 
the  Church  of  St  John  the  Bapt.s,  and  St.  Adda,  .be  ^  mtil  u. , 

initiative  gave  him  popular  -upP«n  from  *  tuch  to  estaWwh  voori  N*> 

to  the  governor 3  -  Indeed.  ,hcJhurc  ^  even  V.  ednesda?  and  Fnd*  — ^ 

Patriarch  of  Alexandria. Jc*"  ^  Oo^b  m  ^  hands,  he  *outd  set*  itapeuc  »  hetpmg 

by  a  pair  of  men  of  ^  to  bnn*  rebef  to  the  popuUuei  were  ax»- 

.hose  who  suffered  mjustKe.^  U.  penods  ot  cm*. 
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THE  BYZANTINE  CITY  IN  THE  SIXTH  CEN R 
h :  cella  wall  of  the  temple  of  Artemis  m  Sardis,  twenty-five  crosses  were  alt 

w-*  >he early  Ch?rficlhurch- 1 

cttplf -  On  .he  steps  of  the  great  lemp.c  of  Athena  a.  Pnene  cn~s  and  gruff., .  *,« 
ctempic  *  rt^»r  ^nramrl^  Pagan  scenes  were  often 

me  terms  of  naizan  and  Christian  oncin  (oppeouu.  ervaoxums  »•  * 

he s.gn ofthe cross in red pam,  v^obotamg Chmrt blood*" 

ffered'lhe.r  protect**,  to  at**.  were  replaced  by  the  Chnstun  symM  of  saNahon.  TT* 

•  \nemis  Z&Z  Z replaced  hv  a  cross  has  afready  been  men, toned  Pagan  avre  symboh 
■ZZZS*  means  of  the  s*n  of  the  cross,  as  for  example.  was  the  case  -th  an  encased 
n  of  the  arc  's  Tvche  and  a  footpnnt  on  a  block  of  the  pavement  of  the  Marble  Street  of  Ephesus. 

SiCSS1 5«^  *"e  ais° markcd  on  c,ty  walK  Thc  r1!!100  p  £‘LU!^ 

,  jn  inscription  from  the  walls  of  Constantinople  set  up  by  Theodosius  w  >. re  a  as -P  <  ec 
all  msoked  Theodosti  iussis  gemrno  nec  mense  peracto  Cons, animus  ovans  hacc  mocma  firma 
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FIG  55.  Crotse*  carved  over  tbc  figure  of  thc  Tyche  and  a  footprint 
engraved  on  a  Woct  of  thc  pavement  of  thc  Marble  Street  at  Ephesus. 
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locavit  tarn  c»to  tam  subilcm  Pall 
above  thc  gates  of  Constantinople 
Philippi  in  Macedonia,  thc  p*gan  r 
of  thc  cross.  On  thc  gate  of  Krcnuh 
purified  with  a  cross  and  a  dove  A 
response  to  him  was  carved.  asMin 
to  the  fifth  to  sixth  century ),  on  th 
Christ  and  asking  him  to  protect  the 
was  considered  a  palladium  2411  Prc 
Christ  s  protection  over  thc  city  (o k,  c 
since  it  is  not  mentioned  m  earlier 
found  it  with  the  letter  and  so  inset 
v  taunokipr  < 
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kaic).*414  Inscriptions  evoking  thc  prot 
as.  for  example.  Smyrna,  Cos  Miletus 
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km  southeast  of  Alep),2415  and  ui  smaller  settlen 
nesc.  invokes  Christ  s  protection  over  ihc  empe 
the  mhabitants  of  Hellas,  whilst  a  second  insenp 
ind  the  inhabitants  of  Co 
hvinc  t 


Justinian.  Vfictorinu 

nity  for  engraving  inscriptions  invoking  div 
thc  city's  benefactors  were  recorded,  namely 
Theodosius,  a  local  phylarch,  the  prefects,  die  l 
their  statues  were  also  erected  (a.  595).  *  To 
of  Jerusalem  between  Sl  Stephen  s  gate  and  d 
symbols,  crucifixes  or  angels  as  described  in  Ar 
in  Georgian.2420  On  the  same  map.  thc  kastroc 
on  top  of  it  standing  just  outside  thc  city  gau 
senpuons  were  carv  ed  on  each  side  of 
treaty  with  thc  Persians  m  531  Justnua 
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statement  4^  ii i mi  Ihe  pagan  dentona  lb  away  when  the  martyr*  ;»rc  near  I  ho  ditappeui  like 

(Imbc,  thr\  civ  thev  admit  their  detent.  they  call  the  nuirtyn  name  ami  they  u*k  them  not  t»>  pursue 
them  hv«  h.ui««fiapliit  al  vnmew  we  learn  that  saint!  were  buried  in  holy  placet,  namely  churchc*, 
afchough  <*  «wUn>cv  oa  text  Hint  of  their  humility  they  chow  a  modest  location  for  their  burial 

In  the  middle  ot  the  uxth  century,  however.  ChfiMiaru  were  vtill  expreaaing  .1  disgust  tor  'amts 
talks  Smiuxftoc  experiencing  revulsion  at  approaching  the  corpse  of  St.  Martha  in  i  m  u  n  in  pun  fu 
w  ith  «  sever*  <fcs**»c  St  Symton  recommends  that  the  man  he  taken  to  the  corpse  of  St.  Martha,  where 
he  was  mn  jcufouvly  cured  '*  *  Other  hagtogmphicai  texts  ot  the  sixth  century  reter  t<*  attempts  by 
CVivtuuiv  to  appropriate  relics  The  remains  of  Si  I  uthynuuv.  founder  of  the  Lavra  cast  ot  Jcruvilcm. 
were  securely  eh  wed  m  a  tomb  *  so  that  no  one  could  open  die  tomb  and  carry  oft  the  remain*  .  Because 
St  smn  t  +  V)  predicted  that  conflict  (ptkovfiuia)  would  ansc  among  C hriatian*  over  her  body,  she 
hod  asked  under  with  those  who  were  doac  to  her.  to  give  her  bodv  to  a  certain  pious  Mateos,  who  built 
m  jutoami  m  cdbwi  toe  H  to  be  deposited  :4tt  The  /  i/e  of  St  Anaiiaaiu*  Pc  nc*(*  62K)  contains  a  lengthy 
account  in  which  a  bishop  and  4  monk  arc  the  mam  protagonists,  of  the  secret  efforts  to  recover  the 
satnr  *  relic*  liven  Pcr\u  and  deposit  them  in  his  monastery  in  Jerusalem  The  saint  s  relies  were  venerated 
in  even  ci tv  thev  were  earned  through  They  were  given  to  individuals  lor  healing  purposes  and 
were  placed  in  private  tulun*i  In  this  test  there  is  nodiscuvsion  regarding  pollution  by  the  corpses  nor, 
indeed,  anv  expression  ot  disgust  The  relics  are  cut  into  pieces  and  distributed  to  bishops,  urban  com- 
m unities  and  private  individuals  Thev  arc  placed  on  the  body  of  the  sick,  usually  around  the  ncclc,  or 
their  msw*  is  given  to  the  sick  to  drink  or  lobe  anointed  with  (<ij*>myrum<2).  Itinerant  monks  carried 
relics  with  them  from  one  city  to  another  The  monk  who  possessed  the  relics  ol  St.  AnaMasiuv  went 
through  Palestine  Syria,  Cilicia  and  Cappadocia  to  the  capital,  Abydos  and  Awalon,  and  everywhere 
miracles  were  performed  In  other  sixth-century  hagiographical  tests,  contact  ol  people  with  saints 
corpse*  bcoiQkcf  more  emotional  and  intimate.  People  ^'stlcd  each  other  to  kiss  the  corpse  ot  St  Ahpius 
Stvlites  ( ♦  during  the  reign  of  Hcraclius).*4*"  Instead  of  feeling  disgust  for  the  corpses,  (_  hnstians  now 
felt  intimate  vcneratiou  for  the  saints  relics.  In  the  second  half  of  the  sixth  century,  the  ideological 
change  regarding  death  was  complete,  so  that  for  Agathias,  the  Persian  belief  in  the  pollution  caused 
bv  death  *  13  an  alien  custom  ! 


Burials  in  churches  were  considered  a  privilege,  on  account  of  the  proximity  to  saints*  relics  and 
were  so  reserved  for  ecclesiastics  and  members  of  the  upper  class  Ecclesiastical  and  lay  elites  gradual- 
lv  created  a  mfrliQ  qf  koine*,  thus  instituting  a  means  of  self-promotion  in  social  and  political  terms, 
to  enhance  their  power  and  authority  in  the  urban  communities 24ftJ  The  early  stage  of  the  introduction 
of  privileged  bunah  into  churches  is  described  in  the  Afiraclt *  of  St  Theda.  A  leading  person  of  the  local 
community,  an  officer  of  the  imperial  administration,  wishes  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  the  saint,  for 
he  considers  this  to  be  the  greatest  possible  honour  (pn^ova  bt  xai  ^rpupavroirpiiv  AXy.iyv  ovy  tytvno 
tciviryj  ruiqv).  on  account  of  the  proximity  to  the  saint’s  relics  Bishop  Maximus  grants  the  permission 


*  k'm  5  UjwW  c  24-25  (pp  2*mi  andc.  31  (p  2?G),  Mowdni*.  2WC-2V52A.Cyril  of  Scythopolu.  M  22. 
*S-.1*(pp  :^  2W) 

^  Cynl  c4  Scytgofotia,  c  25  30  itraiwl  R  M  Pnee  53) 

Wm  c  2‘?-2S  (pp  130-131). 

FVmv  Wv  koitor  fwik a*  •  rrh^umrum.  p  ff 

3*  )fca  S  Ahi*  SnAtme.  c  25  (p  16L25-30) 

**A^iW1I237 

nc  X  ‘  onrUii.  Dtj(h  m  At  M*imn*nt*n  (10-6(10  AD  I  Iht  (  knxuanizuuon  of  At  Lust  An  InirrprtuiDon 


» ,h£  burul  T**  'J,m-  h7C'"'  “PP'"'  “*  **  *««Wcr, dWn*  .he  P".  ,n  ,hc  church  fc«.  and  «op. 

She  also  appeals  to  the  bishop  at  mghl  urgm*  him  not  to  allow  the  pnlhjimo  (huouArci  sjibcJ  h, 
,mhs  Us  he  brought  into  churches  Tomb,  and  churches  h.ve  nothin*  m  common  |MT>  rW  iU  t. 
oivilsv  to.(«s;  K<u  fVKTTK?u«;  obiokf)  except  tor  those  who  although  are  dead.  are  considered  soil  to  he 
live,  such  as  holy  buihnps  from  the  second  halt  of  lh<  htih  century,  references  to  ihc  disgust  fell 
iiwards  ihc  corpses  begin  to  diminish  in  the  lexis,  and  in  ihe  sixth  centurv  the  evolution  was  completed 
iurialv  oil  uinc ftM  offered  ihc  hope  that  the  saints  would  mediate  wiih  (  hnst  for  ihc  salvatMm  «*(  ihe 
leceaved.  while  it  offered  a  feeling  of  relief  to  the  relatives  Although  JuvununK  legislation  repeat'  earlier 
aus  forbidding  burials  in  churches,  other  laws  sanction  hun.il  inside  die  line  ot  the  Thcodoson  walls  in 
Constantinople  2464  Burials  on  the  gn>und  of  monastic  oommunitics  oImi  reinforced  ihe  trend  Si  Malnwvi 
Jcxignatcd  the  first  floor  of  her  mt>na.\terv  outside  Convtaniinople.  for  the  oasuanev  of  decc  oed  nuni 
kpunttonon  dkon)%  while  the  second  floor  became  an  winter  rukirrum  and  the  third  floor  another  00c  for 
Ihe  summer  ^  fbc  pnvilcged  burials  of  the  members  of  the  Church  .aid  of  die  upper  douad  3ant  uwhic 
Jusumented  at  *11  archaeological  sites  lAf*  In  the  sixth  centurv.  bunds  were  ananged  underneath  ihe 
floor  of  urban  churches  in  all  ones  Pm  ale  funerary  chapels  were  also  attached  to  many  vhurchev  while 

all  funerary  churches  were  constructed  near  or  above  tamiK  tombs  ** 

Christian  cemeteries  were  increasingly  incorporated  into  the  urban  labile  within  the  *dK  although 
f  the  cities  continued  to  use  the  old  ei/ru  mural  cemctcncA.2**  Nkhile  Christian  wteologv  w  »s  the 
m04t  ’ \  1  C  Sn»msible  for  the  incorporation  of  ccmctcncs  in  the  urban  envinmment  **  other  leaw^m 
major  factor  r  because  of  the  impressive  .ncrcosc  in  the  sue  of  uifcan  centre*  from  the  Uao* 

the  sixth  century  in  all  the  areas  of  the  empire  (with  the  exception  ot  the  nonhem 
,0  the  m»ddle  cnct  which  picvumUv  u>  oulMdc  lhc  ^1U  were  included  in  ihc  newts  developed 

Balkaai).  .now  CMi<  >Uch  cemc.cne,  had  cca«d  lo  funcuon  a.  burul  pU*>  »nd 

reMdcnlial  d“,riCtV  ,„h(I  crtscvwhcn  the  arc  expanded,  luncrwy  mooumenl.ww, 

^uent»  Ja round  rhem.  .  -ha,  Uunbx  were  W *d  .n  reudenUa,  de¬ 
left  unlouthed.  h»u  .  ^  m  thc  »0[M  In  Home,  lot  example  »K>n*  the  Via  Appu. 

Such  arrangements  houJC,  ,nJ  u,et  appeared,  mlctmingled  wuh  ihe  romhs  M  Oer^ 

whu-h  was  lined  w"  '  (St  Theodore  »nd  Ihe  temple  ol  Artemis.  wj.,«meieni  *  *  J"* 

in  Ihe  areaberweenrh  C^rchofM^  ^  ^  ^  ^  C£ntuf>  ^  ^  Ou*de  .he 

when  Ihe  city  Plan  *J  ntinc  rCMden.ial  district  expanded  among  hmcrars  m.  mimen 

Gate  of  Pphesusa^e  jy  ^  ^  min,loneii  ahove  lhal  when  Comundnople  w»  en  a.,.  > 
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CHAPTER  14 

THE  TWO  MODELS  OF  THE  EARLY  BYZANTINE  (  IT 


One  CM.* 

distnbui 
them  14 


B>  the 


the 

model 

con 

spnnsc 

to  1 

belonged i 

tiansic 

jITTi 

It  was 

sha| 

physic 

|f  ■  a 

al  a 

ind 

1LU  J  d 

churcl 

lev 

sneth  century .  r* 
of  the  earh  Byxa 


itine  per 


moJcl  constituted  a  no*  form  of  city  created  on  the  izui 
**■  iva*iiofis  The  form  of  both,  howe'er .  cry 
oeion^cvj  11  *e  put,  although  it  continued  to  ewohe  i 

transformed,  reaching  the  seventh  century  as  a  rebc  of 

*  ’  *  |  jo-econotmc  and  culru 


Jiize 
in  the  a 
aT*.  iqui » 


.  w.mj±  altered  the  diets  inaec* 

*\  OCm‘>*JlI»im.  ><wirvw«»~«v  ——  — - j -  - - 

Z  ,  g  _ __  —-u-i  tk*  <-.♦*  were  different  tad  pori*rth  mu- 

ranee  The  force*  informing  the  ne»  model  ol  tae  an  »erc  - 

•  •  ....  __  namraJs  detc^nSe  incahod  anfl 

J  Christian.  which  led  to  an  emphasis  on  MUMaUoni.  jn 

thus  to  an  urban  legacy  quite  different  from  that  bequeathed  by  the  earher  a* 

The  twilight  of  the  ancient  city 

Earlier,  tn  particuUr  in  Parti  III  md  IV  JdTU  ■* 

period  Civk  centres  had  ceased  w-a  i™  been  <tooaaied  from  the  mjerusaxnif*  ce 

The  a«imcrcul  centre  of  major  ones  auxtets  were  located  aloof  t^ie  erreetv 

translerred  to  other  p»m  of  the  at'1" '  ^  of  mitet.  the  ■«#— -  coo-***- 

.  HeUemstK  end  Ro—  ^  TV 

u,  function  At  the  -me  time.  «*•  «“  w  ^  ^  uvaem  wttooo  *od  PH~  «*  ^ 

monument*,  hero*  »nd  temple**  _ a.  ,k^  (.yum  ig<r» oh*o*«e  «™*«  ,J*  -Mm‘ 

Z  lut,J(loWm  ctvk  «  pen.—  of  tV  k-er  dtmt 

cbne  m  •*luwn  _  *»k«i  over  b>  pt^werrui  ^ 

-no*  »cre  J**ndooed  or  *«e  »*•  «)  **d  for  ■fttfr*  -*> »«—  ■** 

being  told  or  lei»ed  (or  other  o***  Thp 


